
Citations & Presentations

Mr. Damion Bird 
Presented by Mr. John “Jackie” Minott, Managing Director, JSP

Mrs. Grace Campbell
Presented by Beverley Boothe, Parish Manager, SDC

Mr. Ivan Green
Presented by Mrs. Audrea Shaw-Green

Mr. Samuel Miller
 Presented by Ms. Eurica Douglas

Mr. Alvin Murray 
Presented by Ms. Angella Edwards, Manager, MPDC

Mr. Clarence Myers
Presented by Mrs. Wendy Freckleton, President, MCOC



I am thankful for the 
opportunity to express, on 
behalf of the Manchester 

Parish Development Committee 
(MPDC) family, sincere 
appreciation to the honorees for 
having provided yeoman service 
to the MPDC, the Manchester 
parish and to our beloved country 
Jamaica. Through their thoughtful 

leadership and innovativeness, supported by a strong sense of 
duty, they have enriched the lives of so many.
 They, together with our main partners, Manchester Parish 
Council and Social Development Commission and we cannot forget 
the efforts of our indomitable former chairman, Mr. Jackie Minott, 
who have presided over several very noteworthy accomplishments; 
a comprehensive Parish Profile, Parish Sustainable Development 
Plan 2030 & Beyond, Terre Aqua Business Centre, several 
community tours, many JSIF-funded community development 
projects…just to name a few.
 My fellow Manchesterians, it is imperative that we build on 
the legacies of these stalwarts; much needs to be done and a 
great deal more is possible as we seek to roll out the Sustainable 
Development 2030 & Beyond Plan.  Join the ongoing efforts in 
your respective Development Areas (DA) and attend the bi-monthly 
general assembly meetings. 
 Finally, let me once again congratulate our honorees and wish 
for them continued blessings in all their endeavours. Thanks to 
all who made contributions to this function. Special thanks to our 
sponsors, donors, the organizing committee and to the Sinclair 
family, our gracious hosts.

Clifton Reid 
Chairman
MPDC

MESSAGE FROM THE MANCHESTER PDC

 



Welcome and Introductions  Dr. Clifton Reid, Chairman, MPDC

Prayer 

Chairman’s Opening Remarks        

Toasts  
• Hon. Sally Porteous, JP, CD, Custos Rotulorum of Manchester 
• Her Worship the Mayor, Councillor Brenda Ramsay, JP
• Custos William Shagoury, CD,JP, Chairman of the NAPDEC
• Ms. Sherine Francis, Social Development Commission

Musical Item    Ms. Chantal Smalling

Introduction of Guest Speaker Mrs. Tamara Campbell 
                      Administrator, NAPDEC

Guest Speaker   Hounourable Colin Fagan
     Minister of State in the Ministry of   
     Local Government and Community  
     Development

Musical Item    Jamvybz All Star Band

Citations & Presentations  Mrs. Angella Edwards
     Manager, MPDC

Musical Item    Ms. Chantal Smalling

Reply on Behalf of Awardees Mr. Ivan Green, JP

Presentation to Mandeville Regional Hospital

Vote of Thanks   Mrs. Grace Foster-Reid
     Environmentalist

ProgrammeACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
• Adam’s Valley Farm
• Bloomfield Great House
• Body & Soul
• Mrs. Fay Heavens
• Captain’s Bakery
• Custos Emeritus Owen Sinclair
• Custos William Shagoury
• Dalton Stewart
• Events Planning & Management
• Cohort, Southwest TVET Institute,
• Newport Campus 
• Glastonbury Potato Company
• Juici Patties 

• Levy’ Plaza
• M.P Audley Shaw
• M.P Mikhael Phillips
• M.P Michael Peart
• M.P Peter Bunting
• Ricam Construction
• Sojies Wholesale & Liquor Store
• Super Plus
• Manchester Chamber of 

Commerce
• Top Loaf Bakery 
• Youth for Yute



In an era where volunteerism and 
commitment are not the norm, six 
outstanding Jamaicans have come 

forward to give of their time, their effort and 
their expertise in trying to make Jamaica 
a better place and for this, they must be 
recognized.
  Damian Bird, Grace Campbell, Ivan 
Green, Samuel Miller, Alvin Murray and 
Clarence Myers, have all made outstanding 
contributions to the Parish of Manchester 

and for this I am most grateful.

Custos Rotolorum
Sally Porteous, CD, JP
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The Parish of Manchester has been 
blessed with outstanding men and 
women who have given generously 

of their time, talents and other resources for 
the advancement of technology, building of 
the social fabric and a better quality of life for 
residents.
 Unfortunately we have not always given 
due recognition to our champions and so it is a 
pleasure to be associated with the fine gesture 
being made to recognize some of the individuals 

who have made invaluable contributions to the advancement of civil 
society’s involvement in local governance through the Parish Development 
Committee, as well as assistance in the preparation of  the Parish Local 
Sustainable Development Plan.
 Heartiest congratulations to those who are being given special 
recognition and best wishes to the Manchester Parish Development 
Committee as they continue to play a critical role in the development of our 
parish.

Councillor Brenda Ramsay
Mayor of Mandeville & 
Chairman, Manchester Parish Council

MESSAGE FROM MAYOR OF MANDEVILLE

MESSAGE FROM CUSTOS OF MANCHESTER Clarence McFarlane Myers was born in Exton, 
Junction in the bread basket parish of St. Elizabeth, 
to parents Iris and Nathaniel Myers.   

Clarence attended the Morningside Elementary School and 
passed the Third Year Jamaica Local Examination at age 
sixteen but was too young to start pursuing his dream of 
entering Mico Teachers College. Not wanting to be idle, 

Clarence settled for a Pupil Teachers position but was soon frustrated with having 
to re-sit exams which he had already passed; eventually he convinced his parents 
to relieve him from his frustration and they agreed to allow him to join his sister in 
England.
 At the age of nineteen he migrated to ’England where he immediately got a job 
at the General Post Office as a trainee technician.  After seven years he returned to 
Jamaica and took up a position with the then Jamaica Telephone Company.
 His love for voluntary work has seen him serve as Vice President of Jaycees of 
Jamaica, President of C&WJ Coop Credit Union, Vice Chairman of the South Coast 
Resort Board, Chairman of Lions and Kiwanis Clubs, and he was recently elected 
to the Church Committee of the Mandeville Parish Church.
 Clarence served as Chairman of the Manchester PDC and he led the 
organization for four (4) years.  Under his stewardship the MPDC forged many 
successful partnerships which brought about local and international recognition for 
the MPDC.  He is married to Marcia and the proud father two children. 

Clarence Myers

Alvin Anthony Murray was presented to the 
agricultural world as a gift by his parents in 
Christiana, Manchester.   After completing his 

education at Christiana High School and Jamaica School 
of Agriculture, Alvin worked at several companies where 
he honed his skills.

   A recipient of several agricultural awards, Alvin’s 
contribution to agriculture include the development of 
a sustainable coffee, banana, lumber, roots and tuber, 

vegetable intercropping system which is still practiced in Western and Central 
Jamaica.
 He developed and implemented a spraying programme while employed at 
WESTBAN; this programme along with aspects of our Input Credit Programme 
has now been fully adopted by the E.U. Banana assistance project in Jamaica. 
He was instrumental in the initial work that led to the development of mini wet 
pack for export bananas, a practice used for export bananas on the Seven ‘Rivers 
Farm since 1987.
 His most recent exploits have seen an increase in green house farming 
across the country and he developed, with help from the government and the 
Manchester PDC, a commercial tissue culture lab in Christiana, training young 
people and now producing disease free planting materials for sweet potatoes, 
ginger and irish potato, resulting in increased yields from 6000 pounds to 15,000 
pounds per acre for sweet potatoes.
 With the continued involvement of Alvin Murray, the future of Jamaica and 
Manchester’s agriculture sector is in very safe hands.  Alvin is married to Heather 
and the union has successfully produced four aspiring children.

Alvin Murray
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MESSAGE FROM THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
PARISH DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEES

The National Association of Parish 
Development Committees 
(NAPDEC) congratulates the 

six Awardees being recognized at 
the Manchester Parish Development 
Committee Cocktail Party and Awards 
Function 2013. You have displayed 
unwavering commitment to the 
development of the Parish Development 
Committee movement in Jamaica, while 
living a life dedicated to volunteerism. 

Again, we congratulate the honourees and 
commend the PDC and all the partners 
involved; in having the vision to salute 

these community stalwarts, your dedication to the task of charting the 
path for Manchester to become a model parish, is indeed revolutionary.  

Keep up the good work!!! 

The Hon. Custos William Shagoury CD, JP
Chairman, NAPDEC

Ivan Theophilus Green was born in Christiana in 
the parish of Manchester, to parents James and 
Edith Green.   Ivan was educated at Christiana 

Leased Primary School, Holmwood Technical High 
School, Durham College of Commerce and St. Francis 
Zavier University in Nova Scotia, Canada.
  Alcan Jamaica Company, CUNA Mutual 
Insurance Society and R. Hanna and Sons are just 
some of the companies that benefited from Ivan’s 

knowledge and expertise.
 Ivan Green has been and continues to be a servant to the people 
and parish of Manchester for many years.  He held and still holds many 
chairmanship positions and sits on many distinguished boards.
 He has been the President of the Rotary Club of Christiana and 
Director of the Lay Magistrates Association Jamaica National Body.
 He holds the esteemed position of being the President, Vice 
President and  Treasurer of the Manchester Co-operative Credit Union and 
once served at the Acting Custos of the parish, while sitting on two school 
boards.  He is also a member of the Gideon’s International and an Elder in 
the Missionary Church Association of Jamaica.  Ivan has truly dedicated his 
life to servant hood.
 Ivan is married to Veda, operates his own business and is the proud 
father of three sons.

Ivan Green, JP

Samuel Seymour Miller was born in the parish 
of Manchester, to Roy and Rachel Miller.   
Sam completed his secondary education at 

Meadowbrook High School in Kingston and after a 
short stint at the Jamaica Banana Board, he migrated 
to the United States of America with his parents Roy 
and Rachel and siblings, Tony and Janet.
  While in the United States, Sam furthered 
his education at Baruch University and graduated 

with a Bachelors Degree in Business Management.  He then worked at the 
University of Texas in Houston and impacted the lives of numerous young 
people.
 On his return to Jamaica, Sam had to stay true to his nature and 
his love for voluntary work brought him to the Manchester PDC, where he 
served for many years as the manager of the PDC and Secretary of the 
National Association of Parish Development Committees (NAPDEC).  He is 
also a member of the Medina Citizens Association, Chairman of two school 
boards and a member of his Church Property Committee.
 An enterprising farmer and the father of two children, this outspoken 
community advocate has successfully engaged diverse groups of 
international development partners to invest in the people and parish of 
Manchester.  His success includes the preparation of the Manchester Local 
Sustainable Development Plan (LSDP).

Samuel Miller
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AWARDEES

Damian George Bird was presented as a gift 
from God to parents George and Jean Bird.   

       He pursued his education at Manchester and Belair 
High Schools and the University of Florida.

     During the following years Damian honed his business 
and leadership skills by working in management 
positions in various businesses, including Real Estate, 
and is presently the CEO of Realty In Motion, Inc.

 In keeping with his nature, he was involved with the Scout Association 
as Scout Leader, Assistant District commissioner and Assistant Chief 
Commissioner, spanning a period of nine years. 
 Due to his passion for service, he was elected as Vice Chairman for 
the Manchester Parish Development Committee in 2000 and he served 
the organization for eight years.  Under his stewardship the MPDC  was 
instrumental in signing an agreement with the National Land Agency so the 
Parish could access shape files which resulted in a land use survey for the 
parish.  Though no longer residing in Jamaica, Damian still continues to serve 
the needs of the MPDC; after each visit his parting words are “Remember I 
am just an email away.”
 We strongly believe that the citizens of Manchester have benefitted, and 
will continue to benefit from the contribution of this visionary young man.

Damian Bird

Grace Clare Campbell was born in a little district 
in the hills of North East Manchester called 
Bakers Hill.

  Grace completed her secondary education at 
Holmwood Technical High School and pursued further 
studies at the University of the West Indies and the 
International University of the Caribbean.  In March 
2009 she was installed as a Lay Preacher with the 
United Church of Jamaica and the Cayman Island.

 Aunt Grace, as she is affectionately called, began her thirty two years of 
dedicated and faithful service when she started working at the SDC in 1971.  
During her tenure as Parish Manager, she molded and guided many young 
lives.  In 2010 she was recognized at the parish’s Heroes Day celebration for 
her long and faithful service to Community Development.
 In 1991 Mrs. Campbell was instrumental in assisting the Parish Youth 
Leaders Associations to host consultations which influenced the first National 
Youth Policy.  
 Aunt Grace’s association with the MPDC began in 2001 when she was 
reassigned as a Consultant to the PDCs island wide but based in Manchester.  
She performed her tasks with distinction for approximately three years.
 Mrs. Campbell has been and continues to be the mother, consultant and 
counselor for various young persons, social workers, student bodies and 
companies.

Grace Campbell

 

MESSAGE FROM THE SDC, MANCHESTER OFFICE

The Social Development Commission (SDC) 
would like to extend its congratulations 
to Damian Bird, Grace Campbell, Ivan 

Green, Samuel Miller, Alvin Murray and Clarence 
Myers on the occasion of the celebration of the 
tremendous contribution they have made to the 
development of the parish of Manchester and by 
extension Jamaica.
These unique individuals have made their mark 

through an attitude that personifies a remarkable philanthropic spirit.  It is 
through the contributions of these stalwarts that we at the SDC continue to 
remain relevant as we drive the mobilization process to enable communities 
to participate in decision-making.
 At a time when many are saying that the benevolent spirit is dead, we 
stand convinced through the legacy of these Jamaican citizens that the 
spirit of community volunteerism will live on.
 The SDC salutes these illustrious celebrants and encourage you to 
continue to share and impart your knowledge.

Miss Beverly Boothe 
Parish Manager
SDC - Manchester

MESSAGE FROM THE MANCHESTER CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE

The Manchester Parish Development 
Committee has been blessed with 
men and women that understand the 

true meaning of volunteerism and they have 
given their service selflessly over the years to 
ensure the proper development of the parish of 
Manchester.
  I have had the pleasure of working 
with all the awardees on various committees 
and join the MPDC is recognising them for their 

contribution.
  On behalf of the Manchester Chamber of Commerce, I would like to 
congratulate the awardees for their outstanding contribution to the parish of 
Manchester and encourage them to continue to play their part.
 To God be the glory.

Wendy Freckleton, JP
President
MCOC
 


