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The Partner 
Latest News from the Manchester PDC 

The Manchester Parish 

Development Committee (MPDC) 

is a non-profit, apolitical organization that is the embodiment of civil 

society at the local level. It is a governance mechanism designed to 

coordinate the planning, implementation and monitoring of sustainable 

parish development, through partnerships with the Manchester Parish 

Council, the private sector, the public sector, civil society and service 

clubs. The PDC also serves as a forum in which stakeholders shape parish 

development within the context of Jamaica’s national vision. 

LSDP: Onward! 
On February 14th 2011, the Manchester PDC in 

partnership with the Parish Council (MPC) 

convened an important Implementation Task 

Force Meeting in order to re-energize and re-ignite 

efforts to implement the Local Sustainable 

Development Plan (LSDP), which has been 

complete since October 2008. The meeting 

featured five distinguished guest speakers, including Mr. Keith Miller (Dept. 

of Local Government), Mrs. Lorna Perkins (DLG), Mr. Andrew Farncombe 

(Canadian Urban Institute), Mr. Ed Sajecki (City of Mississauga) and Mrs. 

Jacqueline Dacosta, all of whom spoke 

on different themes surrounding 

implementation. The meeting was 

attended by a diverse range of 

stakeholders, including government 

agencies (NEPA, PIOJ, DLG, etc.), 

representatives of the private sector, the 

media and members of civil society. The 

goal of this event was to generate interest on the LSDP Implementation 

Steering Committee and sub-committees, which are currently being formed. 

If you are interested in partaking in the LSDP implementation process by 

serving on one of the committees that will address crucial issues affecting 

our natural, social, economic and built environments, please attend our 

next meeting on Friday, April 15th, 10 am at the RADA building in 

Mandeville, or contact us at manchesterpdc@gmail.com, or 625-9753. 

 The PDC Management Committee meets 

every third Tuesday at 4:00 pm, in the 
RADA Building Conference Room.  

All are welcome and encouraged to attend!  

Chairman’s Message 

Despite the many challenges, chief among 

them the lack of adequate financial and 

others resources, the Manchester Parish 

Development Committee is alive and well. 

Our many partners have come aboard and 

helped us to complete a number of projects 

including the Quarterly Forums, 

launching our Local Sustainable 

Development Plan and sponsoring a 

number of agricultural projects in various 

communities. 

We have recognized that at all levels of 

management in the MPDC, we have not 

been effecting prudent succession 

planning. With this in mind, we are on a 

recruitment drive so that we can have a 

wider choice of volunteers to fill positions 

as they become vacant as well as to 
encourage rotation.  

Let me take this opportunity to thank all 

our partners, specially mentioning the 

Manchester Parish Council, the Canadian 

Urban Institute, Social Development 

Commission JSIF and many others too 

numerous to mention in the space allotted. 

Thanks also to all volunteers and the staff 
of MPDC.  

Our manager, Sam Miller, had to resign 

due to circumstances beyond his control. I 

would like to extend our sincere thanks to  

Sam for his years of selfless service to the 

PDC, gladly accept his offer to help us 

wherever he can and wish him good 

health and success in all he does in the 

future. In the same breath, let me  

welcome Angella Edwards in her new role 
as acting manager and wish her all the best 

Mr. Clarence Myers 

MPDC Chairman 

RADA Building 

28 Caledonia Road 

Mandeville, Manchester 

Jamaica W.I. 

Tel. 625 9753 

Fax. 625 9752 
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Community Happenings 

Alligator Pond – Although the Alligator Pond DA is still in nascent 

stages, big things are happening in and around the community. A series of 

fundraisers are being held every month to renovate the local hard court for 

netball and basketball. Last Friday, 10,000 JMD was raised during a 

concert and retro fashion show. This month’s fundraiser will be held on 

March 19th, 2011 at 7 pm at the Alligator Pond Community Centre, and 

will consist of a drama night featuring children’s theatre, a puppet show 

and some special guest artists. Please contact Mr. Omar Robinson (373 

6971) for more details.  

Asia – Asia DA is currently building a training centre that will specialize 

in woodwork training. The centre will be located in the Hermitage 

community and is scheduled for completion by May 2011. A preparatory 

work day was held on March 3rd to rehabilitate the building site. Persons 

interested in getting involved should contact Mr. Leadford at 422 4574. 

The Asia DA is also starting training programmes in cosmetology 

targeting females. Interested persons should attend the monthly DA 

meetings for more information (see right).  

Mile Gully – The Adams Valley Farm has acquired the greenhouse 

formerly located in Cross Keys that will be owned by the MPDC and 

operated by farm staff. It is hoped that the move will allow the greenhouse 

to become productive and profitable once again. The PDC encourages you 

to visit the Adams Valley Farm in Maidstone, which is an outstanding 

example of innovative and pioneering sustainable agriculture. 

Schedule of DAC Meetings 

Fighting Crime 
in Manchester  

“Manchester is a safe parish. That is why many 

continue to flock to us!” According to Superintendent 

Lascelles Taylor, crime in Manchester is decreasing 

overall. At this time last year, 163 incidents were 

reported by the 11 police stations parish-wide. This year 

the number is down to 144.  

Mr. Taylor noted that theft is among the most 

commonly reported crimes in the parish, especially 

robberies of cell phones and laptops. He warned to 

avoid leaving valuable items in vehicles at all costs, and 

to put serial markings on your property for easier 

identification should they be recovered. Breaking and 

entering incidents are down, but citizens are encouraged 

to avoid leaving their homes dark and empty-looking, 

Alligator 

Pond 

DA meeting schedule TBD. 

The Alligator Pond Social 

Group meets Fridays, 

7:00 pm at the Alligator Pond 

Community Centre 

Asia 1st Thursday 

6:00 pm 

Pratville Health Centre 

Christiana Last Tuesday 

5:00 pm 

SDC Office 

Cross Keys 2nd Wednesday 

6:00 pm 

Church of God Prophecy 

Mandeville 2nd Tuesday 

5:30 pm 

SDC Conference Room 

Mile Gully TBA 

Newport Last Thursday 

4:00 pm 

Bethabara Infant School 

Porus Last Thursday 

6:30pm 

Porus Community Centre 

Madeville 

Williamsfield 1st Thursday 

6:00 pm 

Bellefield High School 

especially at night or for long periods.  

Returning residents in particular are advised to inform 

their neighbours of any long-term absence from their 

homes, and to ask a friend or relative to housesit during 

their leave. Mr. Taylor also noted that Manchesterians 

returning from the airport late at night can inform the 

police of their arrival, and the police will escort them 

from the point of entry in Porus to their residence.  

Citizens of Manchester are advised to conceal their PIN 

number when using ATMs, and to avoid sharing their 

banking information at all costs. Mr. Taylor advised 

females in particular to avoid traveling alone or on 

lonely, unlit roads. He urged women to choose 

registered taxis, especially with other females in the car. 

“Most importantly,” he said, “be able to identify the 

vehicle if there is a problem.” Persons observing any 

kind of suspicious behaviour are advised to call the 

police immediately. 


