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Agenda 21   The forty-chapter action plan emanating from the 1992 United 
Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) that provides 
guidance to nations on a wider range of matters related to environment and 
development. 
Agroforestry  A collective name of land-use-systems in which woody 
perennials (trees, shrubs, etc.) are grown in association with herbaceous plants 
(crops, pastures) and/or livestock, in a spatial arrangement, a rotation or both 
and in which there are both ecological and economic interactions between the 
tree and non-tree components of the system. 
Alluvial    Pertaining to processes or materials associated with transportation or 
deposition by running water. 
Alluvium  Clay, silt, sand and/or gravel carried by rushing streams and 
deposited where the stream slows; sediment that has accumulated in the lower 
reaches of a river valley or stream bed.  
Alternative Tourism   Promotion of non-traditional tourist activities such as eco-
tourism, nature tourism and heritage tourism. 
Alumina    Any of several forms of aluminum oxide, Al2O3, occurring naturally 
as corundum, in a hydrated form in bauxite with many impurities.  
Alumina Mining  Ground water in the vicinity of red mud ponds usually has 
high hydrogen-ion concentration and high levels of sodium. 
Andesite    A dark gray volcanic rock. 
Aquiclude  A relatively impermeable rock layer that obstructs the flow of water. 
Aquifer   A relatively permeable rock layer below the water table that contains 
a significant amount of water. 
Archipelagic State   A state composed of a group of islands. 
Artesian Conditions   Conditions when pressure in an aquifer is strong enough 
to raise the water level in a well above the height of the water table. 
Artifact   Any object manufactured, used or modified by humans.  Common 
examples are tools, utensils, art, food remains.  
Bank    An elevation in the sea.  
Base Flow   Sustained or fair-weather runoff. In most streams, base flow is 
composed largely of ground water discharge. 

Basement Rock   The crust of the Earth below sedimentary rocks, including 
limestone.  Composed of volcanic and metamorphic rocks, including 
Cretaceous lavas, tuffs, limestones, shales, and conglomerates with low 
permeability. 
Basin     A major drainage area that may contain several watersheds.  A low 
area toward which streams flow from adjacent hills.  
Bauxite    Hydrated alumina; the principal ore of aluminum. 
Beach     A strip of sand, gravel or pebbles, covering the seashore between the 
high water and low water marks. 
Benthic   Materials and organism making up or occupying the sea floor. 
Bicarbonate    A compound containing a metal, generally Ca, Mg, K, and/or 
Na, and the radical HCO3, such as Ca (HCO3)2. 
Biochemical Oxygen Demand  The amount of oxygen consumed by 
microorganisms, mainly bacteria.  (BOD).   
Biological Diversity   The genetic variety of faunal and floral species living in 
the atmosphere.  Critical to maintaining the biosphere’s life-sustaining systems.  
Bleaching    The loss of colour in corals because of expulsion of zooxanthellae 
when water temperatures are high. 
Blodiversity    The total number of genes, species and ecosystems in a region. 
Blue Hole    A deep hole, usually deeper than sea level, formed by the solution 
and collapse of carbonate rock. Water levels are usually at the ground surface, 
and water chemistries can range from fresh to marine. 
Brackish Water   Water that contains more that 1,000 milligrams per liter but 
not more that 15,000 milligrams per liter of total dissolved solids. 
Brecciated     A rock consisting of sharp fragments embedded and cemented in 
clay or sand.  
Calcium Carbonate (Caco3)    A chemical compound consisting of calcium 
(Ca) and carbonate (CO3). In the solid state, it is the chief component of 
limestone.  
Carbonate Rock   A rock, such as limestone or dolomite, that consists mostly of 
carbonate minerals. 
Catchment    A structure in which water is collected. 
Cay   A low insular bank or reef of coral, sand.  
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Chalky Limestone Limestone containing chalk, a soft, pure, earthy, fine-
textured limestone of marine origin, consisting almost wholly of calcite.  
Normally very porous but not very permeable. 
Chert   A compact, microcrystalline, glassy, hard, variously colored, siliceous 
sedimentary rock composed of chalcedonic silica. Chert occurs as lenses, 
nodules, or thin beds. 
Chloride (Cl)  A negatively charged ion present in all natural waters. Excessive 
concentrations are undesirable for many uses of water. Chloride may be used 
as an indicator of domestic and industrial contamination. 
Clay-Sized Particle  A mineral particle having a diameter less than 0.004 
millimeter. 
Coastal Lagoon   A shallow lake of water between the coast and a barrier 
island, sand bar, shingle spit or coral reef. 
Coastal Zone  The area at the interface between land and sea, where the sea 
influences the land and vice versa.  Boundaries vary depending on bio-
geographical conditions, the mix and uses and problems present, and the legal 
system. The coastal zone many extend from top of the watershed out to the 
edge of the nation’s 200-nautical-mile exclusive economic zone.  In other 
cases, it may be more narrowly defined, encompassing smaller areas on both 
the land and the seashore.  Entire islands are often defined as coastal zones. 
Cockpit   A star-shaped depression with a cone-shaped, concave floor 
surrounded by steep, convex hill slopes. 
Colluvium   A general term for loose deposits of soil and rock moved by 
gravity. 
Co-Management  A type of management where responsibilities for resource 
management is shared between the government and resource users’ groups.    
Confluence   The point where two streams meet. 
Conglomerate   A composite sedimentary rock made up of particles of varying 
type and size. 
Conservation   The protection and sustainable use of the natural environment, 
including landscapes and wildlife. 
Continental Shelf  Part of the edge of a continent, which continues under the 
sea as a shallow sea floor, dropping off steeply at the edge of the shelf. 
Conveyance Capability   The ability of a stream to move water and sediment 
downstream. 
Coral Reefs   Tropical, shallow water ecosystems that typically consist of 
carbonate rock and support the growth of coral species. 

Cretaceous   The last period of the Mesozoic era (the era in geological history 
between the Permian and the Tertiary, marked by the dominance of reptiles). 
Culture      Common beliefs and practices of a group of people. The integrated 
pattern of human knowledge, belief, and behavior that depends upon man's 
capacity for learning and transmitting knowledge to succeeding generations.  
De-coupling    Improving living standards (economic growth) while at the same 
time reducing the environmental pressure. 
Deforestation    The removal or clearing away of the trees or forest. 
Dendritic    This term refers to a branching, tree-like pattern that a stream and 
its tributaries form due to the geology of the area. 
Dissolved Oxygen (DO)   The amount of oxygen, in parts per million by 
weight, dissolved in  water, now generally expressed in milligrams per liter. It 
is a critical factor for fish and other aquatic life and for self-purification of a 
surface water body after inflow of oxygen-consuming pollutants. 
Dissolved Solids   Saline water is undrinkable without treatment. 
Dolomite   Limestone that has been hardened, usually by pressure; may 
contain marble (more completely metamorphosed limestone). 
Drawdown   The change in surface elevation of a body of water as a result of 
withdrawing water. Drawdown in wells is detected by measuring an increase in 
the depth to water in the pumped well, or nearby wells, after withdrawing 
water from the well. 
Dune   An accumulation of sand grains shaped into a mound or ridge by the 
wind.  
Dyke   An embankment built to prevent floods. 
Eco-Development   Development which takes environmental impact into 
account and holds sustainable management as its ultimate aim. 
Ecosystem   A functioning, interacting system composed of living organisms, 
their habitats, and interactions with each other and the surrounding 
environment.  The concept is applicable at any scale, from the planet as an 
ecosystem to a microscopic colony of organisms and its immediate 
surroundings. 
Ecotypes   Ecological communities of plants and animals. 
Effluent    An outflow of waste. 
Encroachment    A physical structure established within a designated area. 
Endangered Species   An animal or plant, which is so rare that it, is likely to 
suffer from extinction. 
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Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)   A process for predicting the effects of 
a proposed development project on the environment and natural resources.  
Such assessments generally include a consideration of options for reducing or 
mitigating adverse environmental effects and of alternative course of action 
Eocene    A division of geologic time between 38 and 55 million years ago -- 
after the Paleocene and before the Oligocene.  Part of the Tertiary. 
Estuary    The mouth of a river where fresh river water meets seawater and 
associated mud plains. 
Eutrophication   Loss of dissolved oxygen in streams, lakes and coastal waters 
resulting from pollution by excessive nutrents.  Nutrient enrichment to coastal 
waters can result in the proliferation algae. 
Exclusive Economic Zone   The maritime zone beyond the adjacent to the 
territorial sea but not exceeding 200 nautical miles from the baseline from 
which the territorial sea is measured.  In the exclusive economic zone, the 
coastal nation has sovereign rights to explore and exploit, conserve and 
manage the natural resources, whether living or non-living, of the water 
overlying the seabed and of the seabed and its subsoil. 
Fanglomerates   The consolidation of sediments within and alluvial fan. 
Fault    A fracture or fracture zone of the Earth with displacement of one side 
relative to the other. 
Fault Zone    An area of numerous faults. 
Fecal Coliform    A group of bacteria which is normally abundant in the 
intestinal tracts of humans and other warm-blooded animals. Fecal coliform is 
used as an indicator (measured as the number of individuals found per milliliter 
of water) when testing the sanitary quality of water. 
Fine-Grained (Rock)   (1) Describes igneous rock and its texture, whose 
particles have an average diameter less than 1 millimeter. (2) Describes 
sedimentary rock and its texture, in which the particles have an average 
diameter less than 0.06 millimeter (silt size or smaller). 
Fishing Industry   The catching, processing and marketing of fish, shellfish, 
seaweed and other products from the sea, or inland fisheries. 
Fissure    A fracture or crack in a rock along which there is a distinct separation. 
Flash Flood    Flood of short duration with a relatively high peak rate of flow, 
usually resulting from a high-intensity rainfall over a small area. 
Formation    A body of rock strata that consists dominantly of a certain 
lithologic type or combination of types. 
Fracture    A break in a rock with no significant displacement across the break. 

Fresh Water   Water that contains 600 milligrams per liter or less of chlorides, 
300 milligrams per liter or less of sulfates, and 1,000 milligrams per liter or less 
of total dissolved solids. 
Gauging Station    A location on a stream where water levels are measured to 
record discharge and other parameters. 

Geographic Information System (GIS)    Computer-based tool to aid in the 
display and analysis of geographical based information 
Geomorphology    The science of landforms and the processes that produce 
them and their evolution. 
Gravel-Sized Particles   An unconsolidated natural accumulation of rounded 
rock fragments, mostly of particles larger than 2 millimeters. 
Greenhouse Effect    The gradual warming of the earth's atmosphere caused by 
the build-up of certain gases in the atmosphere resulting in sea-level rise. 
Growth Inducement   Development made possible by or in anticipation of an 
expansion of infrastructure capacity or other growth facilitating action, with 
negative impacts when unanticipated. 
Habitat  The place and conditions in which an organism lives. 
Halogenated Hydrocarbons   Contaminant that is often leached into ground 
water from landfills containing spray bottles, refrigerants, and cleaning 
detergents. 
Hard Rock   Rock that is relatively resistant to erosion; a firm, solid, or compact 
rock that does not yield easily to pressure. 
Hard Water   A measurement of the amount of calcium carbonate (CaCO3) in 
the water, which can form an insoluble residue. 
Heavy Metals   A class of contaminants including arsenic, barium, chromium, 
mercury, nickel, lead, copper, zinc, cobalt, bismuth, gold, silver, manganese, 
and others, which in very small amounts may be harmful to human health. 
Herbicide   A substance that is used to kill plants. 
Hydroelectric   A facility that produces electrical energy by means of a 
generator coupled to a turbine through which water passes. 
Hydrostratigraphy    The science of ground water and geology. 
Igneous Rocks    Rocks formed by solidification from a molten or partially 
molten state often associated with volcanic activity. 
Information Technology   Combination of electronic computing techniques 
and electronic communication. 
Insolation    Solar Radiation 
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Integrated Area Management (ICAM)  Defined as a process in which 
coordinated strategies are developed and implemented for the protection of 
coastal areas and resources, to achieve the conservation and sustainable use of 
these resources (UNEP, 1999).  See ICZM).   Defined as
Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM)  A continuous and dynamic 
process by which decisions are made for the sustainable use, development, and 
protection of costal and marine areas and resources.  ICZM acknowledges the 
interrelationships that exist among coastal and ocean uses and the 
environments they potentially affect and is designed to overcome the 
fragmentation inherent in the sectoral management approach. ICZM is 
multipurpose oriented; it analyzes implications of development, conflicting 
uses and interrelationships between physical processed and human activities; 
and it promotes linkages and harmonization among sectoral coastal and ocean 
activities. 
Intermittent Stream   A stream or reach of a stream that flows only at certain 
times of the year, as when it receives water from springs or from some surface 
source, such as rain. 
Intertidal Zone   The area between the high water mark and the low water 
mark.  Sometimes called the littoral zone. 
Island Shelf    The zone around an island/islands from the low-water line to the 
depths at which there is a marked increased of slope to greater depths. 
Island    A piece of land surrounded by water. 
Joint   A fracture in a rock formation along which there is no evidence of 
displacement. Represents various stresses that the rocks have experienced. 
Ground water can percolate freely through connected joints, and soils can 
develop deeply along joints. 
Joint Management Area    The area of shared management responsibility 
between Jamaica and Columbia. 
Karst Topography    A type of topography that is found over limestone and 
dolomite and produced by percolating ground waters and underground streams 
which dissolve the rock.  It is characterized by closed depressions or sinkholes, 
fissures, caves and underground drainage. 
Land Capability Classification    A classification of land in terms of its potential 
for use in specific ways and with specified ways and with specified 
management practices, generally as a sequence of capability classes 1,2,3… (or 
I, II, III…). Class I is treated as the “best” land, being suited to most types of use, 
while successively higher-numbered classes have more limitations and less 
flexibility of use. The United States Department of Agriculture’s land capability 

classification is the best known, but adaptations to other countries have been 
made.  The approach is different from that of land suitability evaluation, 
although the two can be reconciled. 
Land-Based Sources of Pollution    Marine pollution originating from the land 
through rivers, estuaries, pipelines, runoff, outfall structures, and so forth. 
Land Use Planning    The systematic assessment of land and water potential, 
alternative patterns of land use and other physical, social and economic 
conditions for the purpose of selecting and adopting land use options which are 
most beneficial to land users without degrading the resources or the 
environment, together with the selection of measures most likely to encourage 
such land uses.  Land use planning may be at international, national, district 
(project, catchment), or local (village) levels.  It includes participation by land 
users, planners and decision-makers and covers educational, legal fiscal and 
financial measures.   
Law Of The Sea    An agreement between maritime countries about who 
controls various areas in the seas and oceans. 
Leaching   The removal of soluble substances by water that percolates through 
waste material and into the surrounding soil and rock.  
Levee   An embankment, usually composed of earth or concrete, that is used to 
prevent a river from overflowing. 
Limestone   (1) A heterogeneous mix of calcareous rocks ranging from rubbly 
and marly to hard, recrystallized, dolomitized types. White limestone is the 
most common aquifer material in Jamaica. The three most common types are: 
(a) well-fractured, rubbly limestone, which provides the best aquifer material; 
(b) deep-water, chalky, marly limestone with chert, which does not fracture as 
easily but is prone to forming solution cavities that provide poor to moderate 
aquifer material; and (c) partially fractured, dolomitized, recrystallized 
limestone, which provides poor aquifer material except in locally well-fractured 
areas. 
Lithology   The science of rocks, their composition and mode of occurrence. 
Mangrove, Mangal   A group of plants that grows in a tropical or subtropical 
marine swamp.  A marine swamp dominated by a community of these plants.  
Constituent plants of a tropical intertidal forest community or the community 
itself, found in coastal areas. 
Maritime Tropical    A type of warm, wet air mass originating at low latitudes 
over ocean areas. 
Maritime   Of or near the sea, or affected by the sea. 
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Marl    A sedimentary rock composed primarily of clay and calcium carbonate. 
Marl is usually interbedded with shale and limestone. It is not normally good 
aquifer material, and often acts as a confining bed.  
Marsh    A shallow lake, usually stagnant, filled with rushes, reeds, sedges, and 
trees. 
Mature Topography   Land where erosion is not actively taking place and 
processes are at equilibrium. Streams have broadened their floors and have 
developed alluvial deposits along their channels. 
Meandering Stream   A stream with a tortuous or winding stream channel. 
Metamorphic Rocks   Any rock, such as schist or gneiss, formed from a 
preexisting rock through heat, pressure and/or superheated fluids. 
Midden   The layer of soil which contains the byproducts of human activity as 
the result of the accumulation of these materials on their living surface. For 
prehistoric sites, a layer of soil that was stained to a dark color by the 
decomposition of organic refuse, which also contained food bones, fragments 
of stone tools, charcoal, pieces of pottery, or other discarded materials. For 
historic sites, a similar layer of soil but with appropriate historic material 
remains often in a much thinner deposit. 
Mitigation    Prevention, elimination, reduction or control of a project’s 
negative environmental effects by avoiding or minimizing the effects, or by 
compensating for them by providing substitute resources. 
Morass    Ground that is soggy and low lying. 
Most Probable Number (MPN)   The likely number of bacteria found in water 
samples --  cannot be counted, but must be estimated based on statistical 
methods. 
Natural Resources Management    The management of natural resources (any 
substance found in nature that is of use to people) to ensure sustainable use. 
New Urbanism   The design of urban areas that emphasizes mixed land use 
and densities that promote energy efficiency, convenience, alternative 
transportation (walking, cycling, public transportation), usable open space and 
other aspects of urbane sustainable development.  
Non-Point-Source Marine Pollution   Marine pollution originating from diffuse 
source associated with agricultural and urban runoff, runoff from construction 
activities, atmospheric deposition, and the like. 
Non-Renewable Resources    Natural resources which cannot be replaced once 
they have been used, such as oil and coal. 

Nutrient -- Any element or simple compound necessary for the health and 
survival of an organism.  Nutrient-rich water, containing high levels of Nitrogen 
and Phosphorous is damaging to many aquatic organisms. 
Ocean Floor    The solid bases of the ocean, which may be, covered by sand, 
mud or bare rock.  Also called the seabed. 
Ocean     A very large sea that usually separates continents.  There are five 
oceans - Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, Arctic and Antarctic. 
Oceanic Bank    An elevation of the sea floor or large area, surrounded by 
deeper water. 
Offshore Installations   Equipment or apparatus placed and fixed in the sea or 
ocean. 
Open Channel Flow   The behavior of water flowing through a conduit in 
which water flows with a free surface. 
Oral History   Verbally transmitted information about past events. Although 
often providing valuable information about non-written events, such history is 
subject to the vagaries of human perceptions and mental recall.  
Orographic Rainfall    Rainfall resulting from the condensation of air drawn up 
mountain slopes. 
Outcrop    A mass of bedrock that is exposed at the surface of the Earth. 
Parks and Protected Areas    An area of land or water (or both) designated for 
management in order to protect and maintain the ecological systems, 
biodiversity and/or specific natural, cultural or aesthetic resources. 
Pelagic   Pertaining to the open ocean and species that inhabit the deep sea.  
Perched Aquifer    A water-bearing unit of rock, which is separated from an 
underlying saturated layer by an unsaturated layer. 
Permeability    The property that enables rock to transmit water. 
Physiography    The study of the physical features of the land surface. 
Pit Latrine    A method of waste disposal where biological wastes are deposited 
in a hole in the ground and covered with topsoil. 
Pollution    The addition of unwanted substances to the environment which 
creates an imbalance in ecosystems, poisoning air, water and soil. 
Porosity   The ratio of the volume of the openings (voids, pores) in a rock or 
soil to its total volume. Porosity is usually stated as a percentage. 
Precipitation   Water deposited in the form of rain, clouds and fog, or snow, 
sleet and hail.  



 Parish of Manchester Sustainable Development Profile – Annexes: Glossary

 

H-6

Prehistoric Sites   Locations where people who were alive before modern 
written records existed once lived, hunted, camped, or were buried. Painted or 
carved rock outcrops are considered sites as well.  
Preservation    A form of conservation that mandates the protection of an area. 
Quaternary Period    A period of geologic time from the end of the Tertiary 
Period to the present time during which rocks were formed. 
Rain Shadow    A dry region on the lee (or sheltered) side of a topographical 
obstacle, usually a mountain range, where the rainfall is noticeably less than on 
the windward side. 
Ramsar Convention    A framework Convention for Wetlands of International 
Importance especially as waterfowl habitat.  It is names for the Iranian city 
where it was signed on February 2, 1997.  
Recharge    Addition of water to the zone of saturation from precipitation, 
infiltration from surface streams, and other sources. 
Red Mud Ponds    Large surface impoundments of alkaline mud formed in 
sinkholes and other depressions used to dispose of waste from bauxite 
Reef    A chain of rock or coral along a shoreline and elevated above the 
surrounding bottom of the sea. 
Renewable Resources    Natural resources which replace themselves, as fish in 
the sea and trees in a forest. 
Riparian   Having to do with the edges of streams or rivers. 
Runoff    Rainfall not absorbed by the soil. 
Saline Water   Water containing greater than 15,000 milligrams per liter of 
total. 
Saltwater Intrusion    Displacement of fresh surface or ground water by the 
advance of saltwater due to its greater density. Saltwater intrusion usually 
occurs in coastal and estuarine areas where it contaminates fresh water wells. 
Scarp   An escarpment, cliff, or steep slope of some extent along a margin of a 
plateau, mesa, terrace, or beach. 
Sea   An expanse of salt water, smaller than an ocean, e.g., the Caribbean Sea. 
Seabed    See Ocean Floor. 
Seagrass    A group of vascular plants adapted to the marine environment and 
occurring in tropic shallow coastal waters. 
Sea-Level    The average height of the surface of the sea, the height of dry land 
is measured at its height above sea level. 

Seiche    A wave on a lake or landlocked bay caused by an atmospheric or 
seismic disturbance. 
Shale    A soft to moderately hard, compacted, massive to laminated 
sedimentary rock composed of very fine-grained particles.  
Shoal    An area of shallow water, a submerged sandbank visible at low water. 
Sinkhole    A funnel-shaped depression in the Earth’s surface formed by water 
in a soluble rock such as limestone. 
Soak-Away Pit   An open, unlined hole dug in the ground for the purpose of 
human waste disposal. Raw waste from soak-away pits often contaminates 
ground and surface water sources. 
Soft Limestone    Limestone that is partially or mildly crystallized. 
Soil Conservation    Activities aimed at minimizing the loss of soil by erosion.  
Soil conservation can be achieved by earth structures, such as banks and 
ditches, or by biological means, particularly maintaining a soil cover of living 
plants or plant litter. Soil conservation is also used in a wider sense to refer to 
all activities aimed to conserving the fertility of the soil. 
Soil Erosion    Removal of soil by wind, water or landsliding at a faster rate 
than that at which soil-forming processes can replace it.  Soil erosion is a result 
of human activities such as clearance of vegetation and cultivation of sloping 
land without adequate soil conservation measures. 
Solution Cavity    A hole created in a soluble rock by water that has dissolved 
a portion of the rock material. 
Specific Yield   The quantity of water that a unit volume of saturated 
permeable rock will yield when drained by gravity. Expressed as percent by 
volume. 
Spit    A narrow embankment of land, commonly consisting of sand or gravel, 
deposited by ocean currents. 
Spring    A place where ground water flows naturally from a rock or the soil 
onto the land surface or into a body of surface water. 
Stakeholder    Any person, party, agency or entity that contributes toward or 
benefits from a particular area or activity. 
Sustainable Development     A process in which the exploitation of resources, 
the direction of investments, the orientation of technological development, and 
institutional change are made consistent with the needs of future generations 
as well as those of present generations. 
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Swamp    An area of moist or wet land with water standing on or just below 
the surface of the ground. Usually covered with a heavy and dense growth of 
vegetation. 
Terrestrial  Living on land, as opposed to marine or aquatic. 
Tertiary Period    A period of geologic time, 29 to 65 million years ago, during 
which rocks were formed. This is the first period of the Cenozoic Era during 
which high mountains were formed. 
Tombolo     A spit created by the linking of islands by sediments transported 
by longshore drift. 
Total Dissolved Solids (TDS)    The sum of all dissolved solids in water or 
wastewater. 
Total Suspended Solids (TSS)    The sum of insoluble solids that either float on 
the surface or are suspended in water, wastewater, or other liquids. 
Trade Wind    A major system of tropical winds moving from the subtropical 
highs to the equatorial low-pressure belt. It is northeasterly in the Northern 
Hemisphere and southeasterly in the Southern Hemisphere. 
Transmissivity    The rate at which water passes through an aquifer. 
Transparency     A quality of decision making that is conducted in an open 
manner with participation from all major groups potentially affected by the 
outcome of the decision, including women, children, youth, non-governmental 
organizations, local authorities, and others. 
Tributary    Stream or other body of water, surface or underground, which 
contributes its water to another larger stream or body of water. 
Tsunami    A huge destructive wave, usually caused by an earthquake. 
Tuff    A fine-grained, mostly light-colored, soft, porous rock. Tuff is composed 
of small volcanic rock fragments and ash that are moderately compacted to 
form a texture more characteristic of sedimentary rocks. 
Turbidity    The cloudy appearance of water caused by the presence of 
suspended and colloidal matter. An indication of the clarity of water. 
Unconformity    A point where once adjacent rock strata have been disturbed 
by folding or faulting. 
Underemployment     Unproductive employment for little reward. 
Upconing     The cone-shaped rise of saltwater beneath fresh water in an 
aquifer as fresh water is produced from a well. 
Vegetal    A general term used for plants. 

Water Table   The depth or level below which the ground is saturated with 
water. 
Watershed Management Unit    One of the 26 watersheds defined in Jamaica 
for the purpose of integrated environmental management. 
Watershed    An area of land that delivers run-off water, sediment and 
dissolved substances to a river. 
Wetland    A terrestrial ecosystem characterized by sluggish drainage and 
supporting specially adapted vegetation. 
White Limestone    Limestone with limited amounts of terrestrial sediments, 
i.e. sand and clay-sized particles, eroded from the mainland of Jamaica. 
Formed during the Middle and Lower Eocene in deeper marine environments.  
It is often found at the surface or under recent sedimentary formations.  White 
limestone may have chalk, flint, or chert beds, and occasionally softer beds of 
a more rubbly nature. It varies from pure, hard, recrystallized dolomitized 
types that have poor permeability and are resistant to weathering to soft, marly, 
chalky types with chert that have good permeability. This rock type forms the 
cap of the great limestone plateau of Jamaica, and is prone to forming cockpit 
topography with solution cavities and caverns below the Earth’s surface. 
Yellow Limestone    Impure limestone interbedded with considerable amounts 
of tuffs, shales, and fine-grained sedimentary deposits, and may be flaggy, 
chalky or nodular. Formed during the Middle Eocene in a shallow marine 
environment. It is usually located below the white limestone and overlies the 
basement complex. 
Yield     The volume in liters per second of water produced from a well. 
Youthful Topography     Sharp landforms with steep and irregular slopes. 
Erosion is actively taking place, and streams are cutting downwards. 
Zoning or Zonation     A regulatory process that divides a given geographical 
area into sub-areas, each of which is designated for a particular use or uses. 
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