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1 DEVELOPMENT AREA DEFINITION 

1.1 Location and Extent 

The town of Williamsfield (Figure DA8-1) is some six miles northeast 
of Mandeville, in the valley between the Manchester Plateau and 
Shooter’s Hill. The Williamsfield Development Area covers 
approximately 4,408 ha (16.4 square miles) to the northeast of 
Mandeville in the Milk River watershed (Figure DA8-2).  It includes 
Hope and Melrose Pens to the south, Bellefield and Melrose Hill to 
the east, Kendal to the west and Bombay to the north.    

Figure DA8-1   View of the center of Williamsfield 
 
The DA is Manchester’s center of manufacturing, originally drawn to 
the town of Williamsfield by the railway station, and the location of 
the WINDALCO Kirkvine works at Shooters Hill.  While outlying parts 
remain devoted to farming, the area also contains growing residential 
developments.  The DA has gone through significant changes, 
including the effects of the closure of the railway, the expansion of 

road traffic, and the growth of suburban Mandeville.   While the area 
lost population after closure of the railway but may see new growth 
associated with Highway 2000, depending on the final route.   

1.2 Current Community/District Definitions   
As presently identified by the SDC and the MPDC, the Williamsfield 
Development Area includes six communities and 26 districts: 

Williamsfield: Williamsfield (Proper), Content, Hope Village, 
Williamsfield Gardens, Kirkvine, Melrose; 
Blue Mountain: Blue Mountain (proper), Fowl House, Katches, 
Top Coffee Grove; 
Kendal: Coolshade, Kendal Proper, New Kendal, Hanbury; 
Bellefield: Bellefield (Proper), Davyton, Napierston, Providence, 
Belair, Top Bellefield; 
Banana Ground: Banana Ground (Proper), Mount Pleasant, Bump; 
Bombay: Virginia, Freetown, Zion Hill, Babylon.  

1.3 Relation to Other Area Definitions 

1.3.1 Communities formerly included.  The boundaries of the DA 
defined at the start of the Parish Profile have been changed.  The 
northern boundary, previously defined by Davyton and Virginia, now 
includes Bombay.  To the west, Hanbury is now included.  These 
boundaries need to be adjusted on Figures DA8-1, DA8-3 and in 
Chapter 2 of the Profile.    

1.3.2 Relation to Enumeration Districts (EDs). The approximate DA 
boundaries, following 1991 ED boundaries and Census Special Area 
boundaries are shown on Figure DA8-3 but need to be adjusted to 
include 1991 Enumeration Districts C01, C12, NE 76 and NE 77 (see 
note above).   Table DA8-1, showing 1991 population by Enumeration 
District (ED) needs corresponding adjustment. The 2001 ED and 
Special Area boundaries are not yet available. 

1.3.3 Relation to Parish Council Divisions.  The DA includes both 
the Bellefield Division and half of the Royal Flat Division (Figure 2-7).      
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1.3.4 Relation to TPD DO Growth Center.  The proposed extent of
the Williamsfield Growth Center Study Area identified by the former
Town Planning Department is shown on Figure DA8-1. The draft
Development Order text for the Williamsfield Growth Area is
presented as DA8 Annex A. 

1.3.5 Criteria for Development Area Definition. These criteria are
described in Chapter 2 of the Parish Profile. 

1.3.6 Potential Changes in DA Boundaries.  See changes already
noted above.  In addition, during the interventions residents of Allison
stated that this district (Top and Bottom) should be included in
Bombay – “Allison is not a part of Spalding [or Christiana].” 

 
 

 
 

POPULATION 

E.D. # 

1991  
 SP. 
AREA DA NAME COMMUNITY FEMALE MALE T

C02   1 WILLIAMSFIELD 310 264 5
C04     7  342 306 6
C05      7 292 262 5
C06      177 165 3
C07      211 252 4
C08      278 253 5
C09      7 300 301 6
C10      348 334 6
C11      280 290 5
C13      117 95 2
C14      292 302 5
C15      248 253 5
C20      497 441 9
C21      7 144 176 3
C22      7 350 327 6
C23      295 296 5
C24      342 323 6

4823 4640 9      

Table DA8.1  Williamsfield Development Area, Population by Enumeration 

*Note: (At the time of 1982 Census, Williamsfield had a population of 1,583.  The 199
addition of an enumeration district (ED) to the SA for the 1991 Census, the actual grow
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

2 SOCIAL CONDITIONS 

2.1 Population 

Population Size and Growth.  In 2001, the Williamsfield Census 
Special Area held only about 2.8% of Manchester’s population (Table 
DA8.2).  However, between 1991 and 2001, it had the second fastest 
rate of growth in the parish, averaging over 2.5% per year.  This was 
slower than the 4.8% average annual growth recorded between 1982 
and 1991, the highest in the parish for the period.  However, it 
reflected a larger base population and an actual.* The SA definition 
and ED boundaries were changed again for the 2001 Census.  It will 
not be possible to trace a growth trend over the two decades with 
accuracy until maps of the new ED boundaries become available. 
 

 

OTAL 

HA POPULATION 
DENSITY 

                           RESERVED FOR 2001 CENSUS FIGURES 

     74 194.0 2.96
      48 283.3 2.29
      54 401.5 1.38
      42 122.2 2.80
      63 86.0 5.38
      31 66.6 7.97
      01 473.3 1.27
      82 174.4 3.91
      70 282.3 2.02
      12 348.5 0.61
      94 334.1 1.78
      01 214.2 2.34
      38 615.4 1.52
      20 351.9 0.91
      77 216.6 3.13
      91 54.6 10.82
      65 188.8 3.52

463 4407.7 2.15     

District, 1991 

1 Census recorded 2,800.  Adjusting for the 
th rate over the 1982-1991 period was 41%.) 
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Table DA8-2  Population by Census Special Area, 1991 and 2001  

Source:  STATIN, 2002 

                                              2001 1991 % Change 1991-2001 
 Population Dwellings Persons / Dwg. Population Dwellings Persons / Dwg. Population Dwellings Persons / Dwg. 
Jamaica 2,599,334   723,343 3.6 2,380,567 568,569 4.2 9.19 27.22 -14.29 
Manchester 185,267         50,667 3.7 159,606 35,684 4.5 16.08 41.99 -17.78
Mandeville Special Area 47,886         13,937 3.4 39,546 9,250 4.3 21.09 50.67 -20.93
Christiana Special Area 8,243         2,142 3.8 7,235 1,606 4.5 13.93 33.37 -15.56
Porus Special Area 6,549        1,923 3.4 5,095 1,224 4.2 28.54 57.11 -19.05
Spalding Special Area 578         160 3.6 5716 145 4.0 -89.89 10.34 -10.00
Coleyville Special Area 2,178         584 3.7 1,740 401 4.3 25.17 45.64 -13.95
Mile Gully Special Area 2,126         568 3.7 1,935 422 4.6 9.87 34.60 -19.57
Williamsfield Special Area 4,237        1,178 3.6 3,374 722 4.7 25.58 63.16 -23.40
Newport Special Area 2,435         666 3.7 2,038 457 4.5 19.48 45.73 -17.78
Pratville Special Area 1,343         412 3.3 1,209 302 4.0 11.08 36.42 -17.50
Cross Keys Special Area 1,648         453 3.6 1,660 360 4.6 -0.72 25.83 -21.74
Alligator Pond Special Area 1,878         523 3.6 1,542 376 4.1 21.79 39.10 -12.20

 
Williamsfield’s growth has been due to: 

The profitability of its agriculture, agro-processing and industry;  
Its role as a dormitory town for the Kirkvine Mining Plant;  
Bauxite resettlement developments; and, more recently,  
Its popularity as a location for suburban residential development, 
especially among returning residents.  

2.1.2 Population Distribution and Density.  Growth areas continue 
to be mainly to the south of the town of Williamsfield -- Balcarres, 
Hope Pen, Melrose Pen, Cedar Grove, Williamsfield Gardens and 
Palmetto Pen. However, Bellefield to the north of the town of 
Williamsfield have also experienced significant growth.  Some 
communities, including sections of Hanbury and Shooters Hill, in 
proximity to the Kirkvine plant and the red mud lake (Figure DA8-2) 
experienced negative growth.   

Despite the rapid population growth in this growth center, the town of 
Wiliamsfield and much of the DA have retained their rural character.  

2.1.3 Population Structure and Composition.  Williamsfield had a 
relatively young population in 1991 with the 0-24 age group 
representing a significant proportion (53%) of the total. At the same 
time, the 65 years and over age group comprised 6% of the 

population, more than double the percentage in 1982. The TPD 
observed that this remarkable growth in the older population reflected 
Williamsfield’s growing popularity with returning retired residents. 

2.2        Population Projections and Implications 

Based on the assumed continuation of an average annual growth rate 
of 2.1%, the TPD estimated that by 2015, the Williamsfield population 
would more than double to approximately 7,013.  Based on the 1982-
1991 trends in the younger and older age groups, it was also 
anticipated that there would be “a greater need for educational and 
health facilities, among other social services and infrastructure, in 
order to facilitate the future population.” 

The 2001 population total (Table DA8-2) suggests that the projected 
growth rate might even be exceeded.  A thorough analysis of growth 
trends by location, age group and other household characteristics will 
be possible once 2001 Census data can be mapped.  Such an analysis, 
together with other trends reported and observed during data 
gathering will be necessary to revise projected infrastructure and 
service requirements. 
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2.3 Migration Patterns 

Migration is a problem as many go to live 
leaving high school or university, students ha
Therefore some leave the area in search for e
In Blue Mountain, for example, residents s
have left the area per year in recent years. 
young women who leave the area while th
In Banana Ground, however, residents say th
first, in search of construction jobs. 

2.4 Health and Disability   

Two clinics serve the Williamsfield DA: Be
Center; and Bombay, recently upgraded fro
other needs, residents go to Mandeville. 
residents of Free Town (Cumberland) in the
expressed a need for a clinic “with a doctor 
a trained nurse everyday.”  The Free Town
been unaware of the availability of improved

Health problems mentioned most often du
dust-related sinusitis and teen pregnancies. 

2.5 Education 

2.5.1 Schools and Enrollment.  Williamsfie
the TPD in 1996 are shown in Table DA8.3. 

Table DA8.3   Educational Institutions serving W

 

At the time there were no infant level or sec
noted a great need for a secondary school 
the school population fell in the age group of
no overcrowding in schools in 1996.  How

School Type Capaci
Bellefield   Primary 415
Chantilly   Primary 190
McIntosh Memorial Primary 600 
Kendal  All-age 320 
New Green  Primary / J. High 380 

Source: Ministry of Education and TPD 
pment Profile

 

elsewhere to work. After 
ve difficulty finding work.  
mployment opportunities.  
ay that about 20 persons 
 They say it is mainly the 
e young men try farming.  
at the males tend to leave 

llefield, a Type II Health 
m Type I to Type III. For 
 During data gathering, 
 far northeast of the DA 
once or twice a week but 
 residents appear to have 
 services in Bombay. 

ring data gathering were 

ld area schools listed by 
  

illiamsfield, 1996 

ondary schools.  The TPD 
as approximately 31% of 
 15 - 19 years.  There was 
ever, in addition to the 

need for a secondary school, more schools for all educational levels 
will be needed to the support the rapid increasing population. 

During data gathering, residents identified eleven schools in the DA:  
Craft School Center 
Hope Village Early Childhood Institution 
Bellefield Primary 
Bellefield High 
Seventh Day Adventist Basic School 
Davyton United Basic School 
Content Community Center Basic School 
Top Bellefield Basic School 
Garlogie Primary Basic School (in Clarendon) 
Bombay Basic School 

Bellefield High School was constructed relatively recently.  Garlogie 
school was upgraded to a Junior High School in 2000.  A new block 
was added to Banana Ground Primary/Junior High Schools in 1999.  
Banana Ground residents express the need for a basic school. 

2.5.2 Projected School Age Population.  Between 1982 and 1991,  
Williamsfield showed a significant increase in its school age 
population, which actually more than doubled.  By the year 2015 the 
TPD estimated that this population would increase by 141% from a 
total of 958 in 1991 to a total of 2,311 in the year 2015.1 

  

 SOURCE:TPD 
 
2.5.3 Attainment.  In 1991 roughly 46% of the Williamsfield 
Growth Center population had completed the primary level, 34% had 
                                                      
1 To be updated based on analysis of detailed 2001 Population Census data when 

available. 

ty Attendce. Enrollt. 
 577 74%

  167 77%
361 70% 
438 75% 
531 69% 

Year\Age 5-9 10-14 15-19 Total 
1991   316 341 301 958
1995     360 407 341 1108
2000     423 506 400 1329
2005     498 631 468 1597
2010     586 787 548 1921
2015     689 981 641 2231

Table DA8.4  Williamsfield - School Age Projections 
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a secondary level education and about 29% had completed university.  
The percentage reaching only to the infant level continued to 
represent 4% of the population.  However, approximately 10% of the 
population lacked formal training, roughly 4% more than in 1982.  
Recent attainment and dropout rates need to be added.  Blue 
Mountain residents are concerned about attainment levels and the link 
between lack of education and unemployment.   

2.5.4 Literacy.  Information on literacy rates in lacking.  However, it 
is significant that residents of Williamsfield residents expressed a 
desire to have a JAMAL school. 
 
2.6 Occupation, Skills, Economic and Employment Status 

2.6.1 Economic Base.   Williamsfield's main economic activities are 
bauxite mining and processing, agriculture and agro-
processing/manufacturing.  Agriculture is mainly concentrated in the 
northern and eastern communities – Bellefield, Davyton, 
Cumberland/Cave Valley, Banana Ground and Blue Mountain.   

2.6.2 Labor Force.  In 1991, 32% of the population made up the 
labor force in the Williamsfield Special Area.  This represented a 
decline from 36% in 1982, perhaps reflecting increasing numbers of 
young people in high school and university and the increase in retired 
residents.  There was a corresponding rise in the dependency ratio. 

2.6.3 Employment. Table DA8.5 illustrates the diversity and 
strength of the Williamsfield economy in 1991.  With such a wide 
range of opportunities in agriculture, mining, manufacturing, retail 
trade and transportation, roughly 91% of the labour force was 
employed in 1991.  This was a significant improvement over the 1982 
figure (73%).   

2001 data are not yet available but can be expected to show a 
significant decline in the rate of employment.  In late 2003, all districts 
spoke of the high unemployment as a primary problem or the primary 
problem in their area.  The following comments illustrate the change: 
 High levels of unemployment and the general unavailability of 

opportunities for the youth; 
Job generation is needed especially for youth (Williamsfield);  
Unemployment causes people to leave the area in search of jobs; 

Unemployment and teenage pregnancy are linked (Content); 
Neither skilled nor unskilled residents can find jobs (Bellefield);  
No work is available to students and adults (Banana Ground); 
Unemployment is affecting all age groups (Napierston);  
School leavers have difficulties finding jobs (Napierston); 

Most persons do not have jobs and are self-employed as skilled 
workers or in bars, shops and small farming/cattle rearing. Persons 
leave the area to make a living.  School graduates usually leave.  “Nuh 
job nuh de bout” (Bombay -- Cool Shade).  Several communities see 
lack of skills as a major problem.  A skills training center is the first 
item in Bellefield’s vision for the community. 

Table DA8.5 Employed Population of SA by Industry Group - 1991 
Sector Male Female Total 
Agriculture (inc. Fishing)  63 7 70 
Mining 86 8 94 
Manufacturing 68 29 97 
Elec./Water/Gas 8 6 14 
Construction 51 2 53 
Retail Trade 60 76 136 
Transport 40 14 54 
Finance/Insurance 15 16 31 
Personal Services 66 169 235 
Not stated 17 2 19 
Total employed 474 329 803 
Unemployed 51 31 82 
Labour force 525 360 885 
Population 1372 1428 2800 
Source: STATIN 

 2.6.4     Skills/Occupations.  DA resident occupations include:  
- Farmers - Welders 
- Mechanics - Nurses  
- Dressmakers  - Tailors 
- Taxi operators - Carpenters 
- Barbers  - Police 
- Hairdressers - Domestic helpers 
- Chefs/cooks - Electricians 
- Shoemakers - Tilers 
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2.7 Gender Issues    

- As noted, Banana Ground residents say that men leave the area 
more than women, particularly in search of construction work.  They 
believe that the lack of jobs forces women to stay at home where 
they are “likely to get pregnant if not careful.”  Other views of 
gender roles and distinctions in Banana Ground include the 
following:  “When there is a water crisis women either have to beg, 
or buy water.  To transport water the trends are to: walk, use 
pushcart, or if fortunate use a donkey.  Not all women have a tank 
at home.” 

- “There are particular challenges for pregnant and old women—they 
have to depend on someone or pay persons to transport water.  
Distance is a challenge; the furthest points/districts are Cartie and 
Mountain Piece, approximately 4 miles from pipe.” 

- “Women get up as early as 5 o’clock to go the pipe or water source 
and then go home to ready the children for school.” 

 
2.8 Crime 

In Williamsfield, residents speak of little or no crime and an excellent 
relationship with the police. Common problems elsewhere are praedial 
larceny and domestic violence.  A suggested solution to the former is 
for the JAS to organize volunteer wardens.  Banana Ground residents 
fear street crime and want more police patrols and streetlights. 
 
3 ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS 

3.1 Topography and Hydrology  

The town of Williamsfield lies in 
a narrow pass between the 
Manchester Plateau and the 
mountains to the east (Figure 
DA8-2).  There is little surface 
drainage but a landmark in the 
center of Williamsfield is a 
natural pond, (DA8-4) whose 
level reflects rainfall volumes and 
changing groundwater levels.  

3.2 Geology and Soils 
Most of the central part of the DA is made up of bauxite soils, St. Ann 
and Chudleigh Clay Loam (Figure DA8-5).  To the west, Highgate soil 
covers the edge of the Manchester Plateau, while Hall’s Delight 
characterizes the upper slopes to the east.  Bonnygate Stony Loam 
covers a portion of the lower eastern slopes.  

FIGURE DA8-
5 

 
3.4 Vegetation 

A band of lowland seasonal evergreen forest remains on the slopes of 
Melrose Hill east of Williamsfield, along with extensive disturbed 
forest remnants (see DA8-6 and Figure 4-15).   

In 1998 30 to 40 percent of the DA was used for large and small-scale 
agriculture and agroforestry. The suitability of the soils for l crops is as 
follows: Chudleigh: citrus; Highgate: food crops; St. Ann: coffee; Hall’s 
Delight: food trees; and Bonnygate Stony Loam: timber trees. 

Figure DA8-4  Williamsfield Pond 
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3.5 Environmental Issues   
During data gathering, DA residents spoke of the prevalence of sinus 
and other respiratory illnesses, which they believe is related to the 
Kirkvine plant.  Other bauxite/alumina-related problems are: 
- Acid rain on produce (fruit trees are greatly affected); 
- Dust and emission from Windalco; 
- Rotting of zinc, grills; 
- Offensive odor from the mud lake; and 
- Noise pollution from pumps and pipes. 

People in Cool Shade (Kendal) speak of a bad (caustic) smell “from 
bauxite” that pollutes the area, especially at night, and of “cloudy mist 
coming from the Windalco plant” that “damages roofs and pollutes 
water in tanks.”  These and other problems listed are not compensated 
by the bauxite company, which pays only for dust nuisance. 
Deforestation continues to be a serious concern, as more and more 
forest is removed indiscriminately for cultivation.  Another factor is the 
number of households relying on wood and charcoal for cooking fuel, 
which actually increased up to 1991.  This has led to further 
deforestation especially in agricultural communities where 
dependence on this type of fuel is greatest.   

Perhaps the greatest concern is the plan for mining, which is 
scheduled to begin in Bellefield in 2003 and to move through to Blue 

Mountain towards Coffee Grove beginning in 2008.  Just as farmers in 
the area have asked for advocacy planning (Section 8), there is an 
opportunity for environmental, housing and environmental 
development to contribute to a strategic mining plan for the area.  

Garbage disposal is also a continuing environmental problem.  The 
absence of containers or skips and collection in a number of districts 
(including Bombay and Free Town) means that garbage is buried or 
burned.  Poor garbage management creates a mosquito problem. 

 
4 SETTLEMENT HISTORY AND LAND USE PATTERNS 

4.1       Settlement History 

Williamsfield began as a small town on the Kingston to Mandeville 
main road and became an active market and processing center for the 
surrounding agricultural communities. After extension of the railway in 
the 1930s the town became Manchester’s agro-processing hub.   

Figure DA8-6  View from Mt. Nelson (above Royal Flat) over Melrose Pen 
towards Blue Mountain (left of center, distant) and Porus (far right) 

Closure of the railway 
in 1992 had a severe 
impact on 
Williamsfield’s market 
and processing 
functions.  The opening 
of the Melrose Bypass a 
decade later reinforced 
the impact of the 
railway’s closure.  The 
growth of Mandeville 
and its suburbs has 
accelerated since the 
mid 1980s.  Thus these 
two events may account 
for the fact that the town retains its old-time character, which to many 
is an attractive feature. 

DA8-7   A traditional structure at the entrance to 
Williamsfield Great House 
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4.2       Existing Land Use  

Settlement patterns in the Williamsfield DA are influenced by bauxite 
mining activities, agriculture, the hilly terrain and land ownership.   

Williamsfield itself retains its dispersed linear pattern along the 
Williamsfield main road, the location of Jamaica Standard Products, 
Pioneer Chocolate and few commercial uses.  There is also a small 
shopping center located at Royal Flat on the DA boundary. 

Several resettlement schemes are located in sections of Hanbury and 
Shooters Hill, Hope and Melrose Pen, and Hope Village.  Over the 
past two decades, more private 
residential development has 
occurred as Williamsfield has 
become one of the desired 
locations for returning residents.   

The Kirkvine Works, the red mud 
lake and mining activities have 
sterilized much of the western 
section of the growth center, 
between Shooter’s Hill and Royal 
Flat, for residential development.  
This activity occupies about one-
fourth of the area of the TPD’s 
proposed growth center.  New 
settlements are therefore limited 
to areas south of Williamsfield 
and to some extent to the north 
around Bellefield.   

The TPD described the 
Williamsfield local planning area 
as a dormitory town and under-
developed.  There is considerable space for development.  However, 
the potential exists for conversion of the area to formless suburbia, 
rather than reinforcement of the pattern of defined “villages 
surrounded by productive and protected green space.  Thus, strategic 
planning, careful review of development applications and monitoring 
to prevent illegal development are increasingly urgent.  

Agricultural activities are concentrated in the north and east, from 
Bellefield north to Bombay and south through Blue Mountain and 
Banana Ground to Coffee Grove. Section 8 summarizes historical and 
current crops and markets and the threats to the area’s agricultural 
productivity and rural livelihoods.   

4.3 Historic Features 

The Williamsfield Great House, has been identified as a national 
monument by the National Heritage Trust.  Located off the 
Williamsfield to Mandeville route, the house is a fine example of local 
architecture and should be 
protected.   

The entire town of Williamsfield 
needs to be treated as a historic 
settlement, with special protection 
for the railway station , the pond 
and historic structures along the 
main street, (Figures DA8-10 and 
DA8-11), including restoration of 
façades that have been 
inappropriately modernized. 

DA8-10  Williamsfield Railway Station 

Figure DA8-8  The Melrose Bypass 

4.4 Disasters  

The Williamsfield DA contains the 
site of one of Jamaica’s worst 
disasters, the Kendal train crash.  
Some 200 passengers on the 
overcrowded train were killed. 
This was the second worst rail 
disaster in the world at the time. 

Figure DA8-11  Williamsfield main street 

Figure DA8-9   The Kirkvine plant from 
Shooter’s Hill Banana Ground residents recall that in the late 40s to 50s, disease 

wiped out banana crop.  Farmers moved into alternative crops: 
dasheen, yam, and sweet potato.  They also recall “terrible rainfall” in 
1950 in which crops and cattle were lost.  Hurricane Charlie in 1951 
was recalled more than once during data gathering.  Among structures 
destroyed was the Anglican Church in Banana Ground. 
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Table DA8.6   Williamsfield Timeline 

 

Date History 
1920s Railway line extended to Porus (from Spanish Town). 

Railway extended to Williamsfield though to Montego Bay. 
Railway was the chief mode of transportation (freight and passengers). 

 
1930s 

Town was bustling with business activities. 
Depot for farm produce.  

1950s Cocoa factory used to freight goods to Kingston via the railway. 
Early 1950s Planting of sugar cane in Free Town stopped. 
1957 Jamaica’s worst rail disaster occurred near Kendal. 
1970s Napierston orange farm changed over to dairy farm.  This meant fewer employees and only 3 persons from the area. 
1970s Pimento/ginger factory closed.   
1980s Minott tile factory closed. 
1992 Peppermint candy stick stopped. 
Feb. 1993 Railway closed.  As a result business declined, transportation became difficult for the travelling public and individuals and railway workers lost jobs. 

Taxi commuting began. 
Large youth population (Williamsfield).   Young people “become lazy and have more access to their own transportation” (Free Town). 
Unemployment.  People work in Mandeville, Windalco workers.  Workers at factories are from outside the Williamsfield Area. 
No recreational facilities. 

1990s 
                      

Coffee became less economical in Bellefield. 
1997 Peanut butter processing stopped. 
 Melrose Bypass construction completed.  The bypass has affected Williamsfield negatively—fewer persons passing through the town. 
2003 Napierston -- Farmers moved off land for mining. 
2003 Free Town -- People especially students leave the area. 

5 CULTURE 5.4 Food  ………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………  Information on the aspects of the culture and cultural history of the 

Williamsfield DA remains to be collected.  Space is provided in the 
following categories to encourage contributions. 

5.5 Crafts    

Banana Ground residents recall that early in the last century, houses 
were made with board, stone nog, or wattle and daub.  (The inside 
was lined with board, and the outside was packed with stone and 
smoothed off with mix material.)  Those who could afford it used cut 
stone. 

5.1 Folklore and Stories  ………………………………………………. 
…………………………………..………………………………………………… 

5.2 Music, Entertainment and Games  ……………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………… …………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………… 5.3 Medicines  ……………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………  
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6 SOCIAL ORGANIZATION 

6.1 Community Organizations and Leadership 

In several communities and districts, including Bombay, Free Town 
and Banana Ground, citizens recognize the need for new or stronger 
community organizations to represent their interests. They feel that 
special interest groups, such as the JAS, youth clubs, PTA and Golden 
Age clubs, have too narrow a focus.  “We need something to bring 
everyone together.”   

This was a particular concern among women in Banana Ground, who 
told facilitators that because there are no community organizations, 
they interact with each other at shops, at church or as close 
neighbours.  

There is a great need for more organized and structured community 
organizations as well as training for leaders in order for them to learn 
how to effectively run an organization. 
 
6.2 Political Units and Representation   

The Williamsfield DA is in the Manchester Central constituency and 
mainly in the Bellefield Parish Council Division.  The issue of political 
representation received little notice during data gathering.  Bellefield 
residents mentioned that the MP or Councillor visit the High School 
on the second Saturday of the month. 

During the DA Workshop, the MPs and Councillors were noted as 
resources but no longer the only means of meeting needs.  

An indirectly related issue is the lack of Justices of the Peace.  Bombay 
residents spoke of this as a top priority.  They had been without one 
for ten years and have to travel to Cumberland, Christiana Mandeville 
where “persons don’t know us when wi go to dem.”  Despite sending 
a suggestion to the Parish Council regarding a suitable candidate they 
had had no response in two.  This priority issue was addressed at the 
DA workshop.  It may have been solved by the recent appointment of 
a number of new JPs. 
 
 

 

7  COMMUNITY PLANNING AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

Water.   People in many parts of the DA feel the need for piped water.   
Bombay:  residents say they used to have piped water from Christiana.  
The reason and the precise current situation are not clear.  
Napierston (Bellefield): residents collect rainwater in storage tanks, use 
a standpipe or collect water from the Alpart farm.  
Banana Ground: residents say the reservoir needs to be repaired 
[again—it was repaired in the 1990s] and missing pipes are a concern.  
As a result, persons without household tanks have to source their 
water.  Some persons have now got plastic tanks.  Residents suggested 
that the underground river and could be used to source water.  They 
indicated that one or more wells already exist. 
Free Town (Bombay):  The existing tank is no longer usable “Good 
while now no water in deh—mus rotten now.” Residents said they 
need a new water tank, that “persons can give a piece of land on right 
hand side of Free Town Square” and that they will maintain it.   

Power and Communications.   

Bombay:  Need for electricity from the Health Center to Chambershill; 
need public telephone. 
Banana Ground:  “Currently there is sharing of light between 
neighbours, hence too many wires corroding.” 
Free Town:  Need public telephone (“not everyone can afford cellular.  
Run the telephone lines so persons can have access”). 

Street Lights.  Several communities or districts feel the need for more 
streetlights, including Bombay (needed at strategic points), Free Town, 
Banana Ground (“need for proper street light. The road is dark and 
attracts criminal activities”), and at the Kendal-Cool Shade-Shooters 
Hill roundabout. 

Road Improvements and Transportation.  The primary concern is 
speeding by the Spalding taxi drivers.  There is a high accident rate on 
the Shooters Hill Road, with some 15 accidents and 10 fatalities 
during 2003.  People are especially concerned because children have 
to use the road.  They propose setting a low speed limit in the area 
and providing traffic signs. They also note the inadequate road signs at 
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the intersection of the highway and the Shooter’s Hill road and the 
need for speed limit signs and white line road division. 

A Williamsfield resident emphasized the need for rehabilitation of the 
Kendal Road, which is in danger of collapsing.  Mining has taken 
place on either side of the road, forming craters, which are gradually 
being eaten away.  Water has eroded a tunnel under the road. 

Free Town residents emphasized the importance of road repairs in 
dramatic fashion “any can take sick at night, because road is bad, 
have to drive slowly—persons may die—you lose a life.”  They also 
noted that drains need to be cleaned and said they needed “sanitary 
inspectors to visit the area to ensure that garbage and other things are 
not thrown around in the environment.”  As in a number of other 
districts the point at which residents cooperate to address these 
problems themselves has apparently not yet been reached.   

Community Centers.  The need for community centers was raised in 
Williamsfield, Bombay, Napierston (Bellefield) and Banana Ground.  
The Banana Ground timeline shows that Community Center 
construction began in the 1970s. The status of that center is unclear, 
but the community say they have “no playfield or community centre 
for youngsters.”  They contend that the Government lands in Cow 
Pen, which were sold, would have been the ideal location for a center, 
football fields and netball courts. They believe that the facility could 
“offer employment.  Community persons can cut the field and be in 
charge of general maintenance.” 

By contrast, the people of Blue Mountain regard their Community 
Center as a resource.  Built 50 years ago on land donated by Jonathon 
King, it was taken over by Government five years later and (like the 
Porus Center) for Welfare.   

Health Center. See Section 2.4, above. 
 
8. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

8.1 Economic History  

The Williamsfeld time line (Table DA8.6) lists events that helped to 
build Williamsfield as a “town bustling with business activities from 
the 1930s through the 1960s.  Thereafter, activities began to contract 

for a variety of reasons.  The trend was reinforced during the 1990s by 
the closure of the railway, the closure of the major garment factory 
and the opening of the Melrose Bypass.  The area found itself with a 
large youth population, unemployment and increased employment of 
non-local workers (see Section 2.6). 

Nevertheless, Williamsfield remains the industrial hub for the Parish, 
with five manufacturing companies: 
1. Picka Peppa  
2. Jamaica Standard Products 
3. Cocoa Factory 
4. Windalco 
5. Jamaica Drip Irrigation 

The area fosters industry because of its proximity to the main highway, 
to fertile and productive agricultural areas suited to coffee, cocoa, 
pimento and citrus, to Mandeville, and to a major labor force.  Those 
advantages will be reinforced by the arrival of Highway 2000, 
scheduled for 2007, and in the longer term (+20 years) by the 
reopening of the railway.  In addition, and most significantly, three of 
the manufacturing factories are old-established firms which can serve 
as models for future start-ups. 

8.2 Issues Facing Local Economic Development  

Farming.  The Development Area’s agriculture has gone through 
several transitions from:  
– a mix of large plantations and subsistence farming to 

predominantly small and subsistence farming; and from 
– large-scale coffee, oranges and bananas to cattle and dairy plus 

mixed vegetable cultivation.   

The following table summarizes farm produce by community reported 
during data gathering.   In addition to the problems listed in the table, 
issues discussed at the Williamsfield DA Workshop included high 
production costs and marketing of produce.  Farmers were told of the 
urgent need for more cost-effective methods of farming to reduce cost, 
increase production and increased profit. Farmers were urged to: 
– Pay attention to proper record keeping;  
– Form cooperatives and o cooperative marketing to lobby for better 

prices, create a bigger supply base and to go directly to exporters. 
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The RADA representative reminded farmers of the Agri
Services Project (ASSP).  He also suggested that: 
– small-size hydroponics would allow small-scale

farming without soil [and with limited, recirculatin
– Integrated Pest Management (IPM) would also be

chemical use, less cost and better quality produc
Ebony Park (HEART) provide training. 

An example of uncompetitive costs was discussed in
question from the Hope Village Citizens’ Association a
for peppermint.  The RADA representative’s answer w
peppermint is in demand overseas and the market is
cost to export and process is too expensive.  So
cultivates a lot but importation affects local produc
peppermint from Canada at a cost of US$4.  It is grilled
only requires packaging.  The Jamaican rate was J$65, 

It is important to select crops wisely, especially for the
Jamaica’s sweet potatoes are not allowed in the U
produce their own.  US farmers are given incenti
potatoes, so potatoes have no comparative advantage. 
 

Community Crops 

Bellefield Yam, tomato, carrot, sweet potato, sweet 
pepper, hot pepper, plantain, cocoa, red 
peas, peanuts, corn, coffee and pimento 

Napierston 
(Bellefield) 

 
 

Blue Mountain Yam, sweet potato, corn, tomato, sweet and 
hot pepper, peas, coffee, cassava, pumpkin 

Virginia  
(Bombay) 

Yams, bananas, carrots, tomatoes 

Banana Ground Cabbage, carrot, yam, Irish potato, sweet 
potato, tomato, sweet pepper, hot pepper, 
string beans 

Free Town 
(Cumberland) 

Vegetables 

Coffee Grove Livestock farming, cows, pigs, and chickens 

Table DA8-7  Williamsfield DA Agricultural Produce and Mar
ile

 

cultural Support 

 farmers to do 
g water]; and 
 beneficial (less 
e).  RADA and 

 response to a 
bout the market 
as that Jamaican 
 vibrant but the 
uth Manchester 
ers. Tetley gets 
 and milled and 
unprocessed. 

 export market.  
S because they 
ves to produce 
  

Mining.  Figure DA8-12 shows that Williamsfield and its immediate 
environs are surrounded by mining lease lands, some of which have 
been mined out and returned to grasslands, some of which are being 
mined and some of which are to be mined, in some cases in the near 
future.  Communities north and east of Williamsfield fear that 
imminent mining activities will impact farming and livelihoods. 
Napierston (Bellefield).  Farmers feel they need for advocacy for land.  
The farming area is going to be mined out – “Need someone to talk 
for us.” The schedule calls for mining in 2005 and farmers are already 
moving off the land. Some are going on farm work program to Canada. 
Blue Mountain:  The community describe a lack of vision – or the 
inability to develop a vision--because mining is coming.  Mining is 
planned from Bellefield through Blue Mountain to Katch-Up, some of 
Fowl House, more of Bashee.  Mining is planned to start in 3½ years 
(2007-resettlement; 2008-mining begins).   “Everything going down 
the drain because bauxite is coming in.” 

Market Current Problems Crops Formerly Planted Problems 

Yam, tomato, carrot, sweet 
potato are economic crops 

 Truck picked up coffee in 
Bellefield Square  

Coffee became uneconomical 
during the 1990s 

 Farmers move off 
land for mining 
Subsistence farming 
Farmers go on farm 
work to Canada 

Oranges –supplied to Bog Walk.  
In the 1970s the orange farm 
changed over to dairy farm.  
Less employed -- only 3 persons 
from area.   Windalco – cattle  

 

 Praedial larceny 
discourages farming 

Coffee was sold from the 
community barbecue  

Ditto. Barbecue was marled 
over by the MPC 

Sold to persons from all over 
the island: St. Elizabeth, St. 
Thomas, Kingston & May Pen 

   

Small scale.  Farmers sell at the 
wholesale market or to persons 
who come in to buy 

Lack of coordination 
and information; 
supply and demand 

Bananas till 1950.  Then sweet 
potato, yams, dasheen -- sold at 
W’Field & Porus markets 

Disease wiped out the banana 
crop in the late 1940s, early 
1950s 

 Parasites (snails, etc.) 
affect crops such as 
bananas, potatoes 

1920s: bananas, sugar, citrus;  
1960s: Negro yams (shipped to 
Canada, England, US)  

 

  Coffee on a large scale “Problems with Coffee Board” 

kets 
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8.4 Economic Development Vision and Opportunities 

Williamsfield Vision 
 To see SDC using the old garment factory for some training 

activities; structure “can hold up to 1000 persons per day;” 
 To turn the building near the garment factory into a basic school 

or computer training center; 
 To have butter and cheese production become a reality (jobs); 

Resuscitation of rail service would generate jobs. 
 To train farmers to be more efficient suppliers; 
 To develop storage for raw materials when in bulk 
 To have local farmers investing into cocoa planting and to make 

use of cocoa by-products (cocoa butter lotion) and manufacture 
other products (cakes/hot beverages); 

 To have a mini banking facility in town; 
 To have Williamsfield as the manufacturing hub of Manchester; 
 To have skills training facility (Bellefield); 
 To have an agro-processing facility (Bellefield). 

The MPDC has noted that there are 120-200 acres of mined-out land 
adjacent to Windalco’s Kirkvine plant that could become an industrial 
park, making use of the plant’s waste superheated steam in agro-
processing and benefiting from proximity to Highway 2000 and the 
future reopening of the railway. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Agriculture.  Add further discussion of crops planted in the past and 
today, interest in “new” or “alternative” crops, etc.  ……………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Agro-processing.  As the key to future economic sustainability, add 
other proposals for products to be explored. ………………………….  
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Natural Products.  Add ideas for adding value to local products 
through processing and/or packing. ………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Ecotourism.  Add ideas for alternative (nature, agricultural, cultural, 
heritage) tourism. ………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Other Self-Help Project or Business Ideas.  ……………………………....   
………….…………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
8.5 Training and Support Needs.  ……………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
9 INDICATORS AND MEASURES OF SUSTAINABILITY 
(To be added during the visioning and planning process.) 

10 EARLY ACHIEVABLE TASKS 

The EATs plans created by the Williamsfield Development Area 
participants at their planning workshop in November 2003 addressed 
the following topics: School traffic signs (Williamsfield); Need for 
street light and farm produce market (Banana Ground); Need for a JP, 
road bushing and garbage collection (Bombay); Employment (Blue 
Mountain); Family counseling (Kendal); and Unemployment and 
Farmer assistance (Bellefield). 

Figure DA8-12  View over the site of a potential industrial park 
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ANNEX A WILLIAMSFIELD LOCAL PLANNING AREA  
DRAFT DEVELOPMENT ORDER 
LOCAL PLAN FOR THE TOWN OF WILLIAMSFIEID 
 

TRANSPORTATION 
 
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION CENTRE 
Williamsfield is presently served by taxis which operate from various 
locations in the town but more so from Hope Village where there is a 
link to the district of Bellefield and other outlying areas.  This has 
caused an interruption in the free flow of traffic passing through to and 
from Kingston as passengers are picked up and set down alongthe 
busy thoroughfare without any regard for other motorists.   
 
However, with the opening up of the Melrose Bypass it is expected 
that the flow of traffic will cease on Melrose and be diverted to the 
new roadway.  This will affect the movement of traffic on the main 
street in Williamsfield changing the focus from Hope Village to nearer 
the highway.  In order that traffic may continue to flow smoothly along 
the main street it is essential that a transportation centre be provided.  
In this regard it is recommended that a portion of land adjoining the 
railway station site be used for) this purpose. 
 
POLICY WT1 An area of land adjoining the railway station to the 

east shall be acquired and developed as a 
transportation centre and parking area with the 
necessary facilities for public and private motor 
vehicles. 

 
VEHICULAR PARKING 
On site parking facilities as well as loading and unloading bays for the 
commercial and industrial activities located in the town are limited.  
There is a need therefore for this deficiency to be addressed since it is 
dangerous to park on the street.  All new developments should 
provide off street parking facilities for their customers and staff. 
 

POLICY WT 2 Adequate off street parking facilities should be 
provided on each site to be developed in accordance 
with the requirements set out in the Development 
Order. 

 
The Jamaica Railway Corporation line passes through Williamsfield 
and a station is located in the town.  While this section of the line is 
now only used by Alcan for activities related to the Bauxite Industry 
there are plans to activate the railway system from Kingston to 
Montego Bay.  When this is done the station should become active 
especially in the transportation of goods to and from Mandeville and 
adjacent areas.  Adequate parking facilities should therefore be 
available at the site to accommodate both -commercial and passenger 
motor vehicles. 
 
POLICY W T3 The Jamaica Railway Corporation will be required to 

provide adequate parking facilities for both 
commercial and passenger vehicles on the railway 
station compound. 

 
ROAD NETWORK 
The road network consists of the main highway (Melrose bypass) from 
Kingston to Savanna-la-mar which is located at the edge of the town 
with one branch passing through the middle of the town to connect to 
the main road from Kendal and Shooters Hill in the west to Hope 
Village and Bellefield in the east, several Parish Council roads and 
tracks.  The Melrose bypass is a limited access highway and no 
developments will be allowed on this road.  The other roads are 
usually very busy and buildings along these should be set back so that 
there is adequate space to provide sidewalk facilities.  Any 
development along the Parish Council roads and tracks should be set 
back so that these roads can be widened in the future without any 
obstacles. 
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POLICY WT4 The planning authority will not grant permission for 

any development which will have a direct access 
unto the Melrose bypass road. 

 
POLICY WT 5 All developments along the main streets should be 

set back a minimum of 12.1 metres from the centre 
line of the roadway to a ow or road widening 
proposals.                               

 
POLICY WT 6 The planning authority will not approve any 

development along Parish Council road or tracks 
which is less than 9.1 metres from the centre line of 
these thoroughfare. 

 
CONSERVATION OF THE NATURAL AND BUILT ENVIRONMENT 
 
NATURAL CONSERVATION 
Restored mined out lands is the main landscape feature along the 
Williams field to Mandeville bypass main road.  This route is very 
scenic and should be preserved as much as possible especially from 
any form of development.  At the moment these areas are used for the 
grazing of cattle and this use should continue. 
 
POLICY WC 1  Mined out lands along the Mandeville bypass road in 

the vicinity of Williamsfield will be preserved as a 
scenic route and no other development except 
agriculture will be permitted in the area. 

 
The number of households in the Williamsfield local planning area 
relying on wood and charcoal as cooking fuel has increased over the 
years.  As a result deforestation is increasing especially in agricultural 
communities where the dependence on this type of fuel is most 
substantial.  Indiscrete farming practices also contribute to the 
destruction of the vegetation in some areas, without any regard for 
their impact on the environment. 
 

POLICY WC 2 The local authority will preserve stands of trees and 
woodlands that are of ecological value by placing 
then under tree Preservation Order. 

 
BUILT ENVIRONMENT 
Only one site has been identified by the National Heritage Trust as a 
national monument and this is the Williamsfield Great House. This is 
located on the Williamsfield to Mandeville route and is a fine example 
of local architecture which should be protected. 
 
POLICY WC3    In order to protect and preserve the unique features 

of the Williamsfield Great House permission will 
not be given for any development that would in 
any way change the character and external design 
of the building. 

 
URBAN ECONOMY 
Williamsfield is basically a dormitory town relying heavily on 
commercial and social services in Mandeville.  This has created much 
strain on the parish's capital infrastructure and amenities.  According 
to the land use survey (September 1996), the major economic 
generators in the urban core, were a few commercial activities and an 
agro-industrial processing plant located along the main street. 
 
This has resulted in residents having to travel outside of Williamsfield 
for work, thus creating the need for an improved employment and 
stronger economic base within the town. 
 
POLICY WUE 1 Small business enterprises with access to the 

necessary infrastructure will be supported in the 
urban core by the local planning authority. 

 
POLICY WUE 2 The old post office building located on the main 

road to Mandeville should be renovated and used 
for the production and sale of craft and other 
related items. 
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SOCIAL AMENITIES 
The rural character of Williamsfield endows it with a lot of greenery 
and open space.  Despite this there are no formal recreational facilities 
that can be used for any organized sporting activities.  Social services, 
which are critical to attain and sustain suitable standard of living, and 
improve the quality of life are lacking.  It is therefore necessary that 
provisions be made on the land use plan for land that can 
accommodate these activities. 
 
POLICY WSA 1 Lands owned by Alcan at Melrose Pen or Hope 

Pen should be acquired and developed as a Sport 
Complex, with playfield, and a multi-purpose 
community centre, which can be used for training 
skills. 

 
POLICY WSA 2   The open area located along the main road west of 

Hope Village is to be retained as such an used for 
passive recreational purposes and no other 
development will be allowed on this site. 

The area is urgently in need of a health centre, as residents now have 
to travel to Mandeville for the services that could be divided in this 
facility.  Lands should therefore be reserved for the establishment of 
such a facility. 

POLICY WSA 3 Lands owned by the Parish Council at 
Williamsfield Proper shall be reserved for the 
construction of a clinic, to facilitate the existing 
and future population of the local planning area. 

HOUSING 
Provision of housing has been unable to keep pace with the demand 
particularly in the low income group.  Fortunately this has - lead to 
any squatting, but instead the erection of additional dwellings on large 
family lots thereby creating subdivisions.  This Notice seems to be 
common in the rural communities including Bellefield and Melrose 
Hill. 
 

Those communities in the south closest to Mandeville namely 
Hanbury and Melrose Pen are desirous location for returning residents.  
As such the developments in these areas are quite expensive as land 
prices are high and in turn are out of reach of the majority of residents.  
In addition, a few resettlement schemes were constructed by Alcan to 
relocate those who were affected by the bauxite mining operations. 
 
Almost all of the units found within the study area are detached mainly 
three bedrooms, single family residences.  There are no evidences of 
multi-family or high density developments such as Town House or 
Apartments, which is due mainly to the unavailability of land for 
development and the absence of infrastructure such as a central sewer 
system. 
 
POLICY WH l In order to provide affordable housing units for the 

low income segment of the market service lots and 
starter units will be encouraged by the planning 
authority. 

 
With the rapid population increase during the 1982 to 1991 inter-
censal period it is assumed that new household formations would 
increase in similar fashion.  Thus it was calculated that roughly 11.6 
hectares of land is presently needed and in the next 20 years an 
additional 108.6 hectares would be needed to provide housing.  Areas 
in which this requirement can be met is shown on the land use 
proposals map. 
 
POLICY WH 2 Sections of government lands at Kendal and 

Woodlawn shall be reserved for housing, for the low 
income group; and all developments should conform 
to the existing character of those now existing in the 
area. 

 
Williamsfield is faced with many physical constraints, the hilly terrain, 
bauxite mining activities and agricultural land.  As such nodal 
settlement patterns evolved.  In addition, the town centre is under 
developed and lacking in some essential services, resulting in residents 
normally doing less travel than they normally would into the centre for 
services. 
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POLICY WH 3   Infilling of vacant lots in residential subdivisions will 

be encouraged in areas in proximity to the town 
centre, in an effort to ensure maximum use of the 
amenities available. 

 
 

SUBURBAN ECONOMY 
The Bauxite industry and agriculture accounts for approximately 50 
per cent of the land space in Williamsfield.  Cattle rearing is a major 
activity being undertaken on rehabilitated mined out lands and root 
crops and scotch bonnet peppers are mostly cultivated in the north 
such as the Bellefield area. 

 
POLICY WSE 1 Agricultural lands in Bellefield and Melrose Hill in 

particular will be protected from nonagricultural 
developments or those that would in any way 
reduce the agricultural potential of such lands. 

 
POLICY WSE 2 Permission will not be given for the fragmentation 

of agricultural lands nor will any such lands be 
allowed to be developed for non-agricultural 
purposes, except in extenuating circumstances. 

 
There are not much commercial activities in the outlying sections of 
the local planning area.  There are a few scattered shops along the 
main road with a few corner shops in some districts.  There is also a 
small shopping centre located at Royal Flat (Mandeville/Williamsfield 
boundary). The need for these facilities will therefore be treated on an 
individual basis as the occasion arises. 
 
POLICY WSE 3 The planning authority will consider applications 

for shops and other service facilities on an 
individual basis and grant permission where it is 
essential to meet the needs of the community. 

 
 
 
 

MINING 
Williamsfield has an extensive bauxite mining belt stretching from the 
centre to the north west of the area.  Although actual mining is on the 
decline within its boundary it is still the focus of Alcan Operations.  
Bauxite mined from other sections of the parish is brought to the 
Kirkvine Plant for processing. 
 
Presently, the operations are not a threat to surrounding communities 
as it is in isolation and encircled by greenery enough to break and 
capture dust or noise, nuisances.  Bauxite mining employs a small 
portion of the labour force accounting for only 11 per cent of those 
employed.  Rehabilitated mined out lands are normally utilized for 
cattle rearing or for resettlement schemes. 
 
POLICY WMI Planning permission for any development within the 

bauxite belt will not be granted by the planning 
authority if the proposal would have negative effects 
on mining operations. 

 
ENERGY GENERATION 
Williamsfield like other parts of Manchester rely solely on the national 
grid for their electricity, supply.  For this reason activities requiring the' 
minimum use of electricity should be encouraged.  Scattered 
settlement patterns should be avoided so that this service can be 
concentrated in specific communities to reduce development costs. 
 
POLICY WE 1 The provision of electricity shall be in accordance 

with the settlement strategy of the National Physical 
Plan so as to facilitate existing and future 
development activities. 

 
WASTE TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL 
 
SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
The absence of central sewage disposal systems in the parish has 
resulted in the use of pit latrines and septic tanks and absorption pits.  
There are no future plans for the construction of a central sewage 
system in Williamsfield, hence existing method of disposal will 
continue for sometime yet.  However, the pit latrines being used are 
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the traditional ones which are not as safe as the ventilated improved 
type.  In dealing with the applications involving pit latrine, the 
planning authority will ensure that they are of the ventilated improved 
type. 
 
POLICY WW 1 All residential developments should dispose of their 

sewage by means of septic tank, and absorption pits, 
ventilated improved pit latrines or any other suitable 
technology that may be developed at the time. 

 
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL 
Williamsfield has no dumpsites, or areas with the unsightly collection 
of garbage.  In the more rural communities garbage are normally burnt 
or used as mulch hence there is no accumulation. Meanwhile the 
more modern communities in proximity to Mandeville have efficient 
garbage collection and disposal facilities with collection being done 
on a regular basis. 
 

POLICY WW3 In all commercial activities a receptacle should be 
built on the premises for storage and disposal of 
solid waste. 

 
 
WATER SUPPLY 
The majority of households within Williamsfield urban limits rely on 
private water supply from catchment tanks.  This will continue to be 
the main source of water supply for a long time as there are no other 
options due to the high cost that is associated with the provision of 
public piped water supply in this area.  All developments should 
therefore be provided with catchment tanks or some means of storing 
rain water. 

POLICY WS 1 The construction of catchment tanks whether 
private or communal shall be encouraged to store 
water for use in developments especially in remote 
areas where there is limited water supply. 
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ANNEX B  WILLIAMSFIELD DA WORKSHOP EARLY ACTION PLANS  
 

WILLIAMSFIELD  ISSUES 
Williamsfield 
(Proper) 

• Flooding at gateway 
• Unfairness with Parish Council Operations 
• Need for a literacy programme (e.g., JAMAL)  

Mr. Lyn Kee Chow’s 
Vision 
 

• Dust Pollution from plant (Windalco) 
• The emission affects the roof as well as furniture 
• High levels of unemployment and the general unavailability of opportunities for the youth 
• Inadequate road signs at the highway and Shooter’s Hill road intersection, speed limit signs, white line for road division 
• High accident rate on the Shooters Hill Road (since this year some 15 accidents, with an approximate 10 fatalities) 
• Need streetlights at roundabout (Kendal, Cool Shade, Shooters Hill) 
• The need for the rehabilitation of the Kendal Road, which is in danger of collapsing since mining has taken place on either side of the road forming craters.  

Content • Unemployment—causes people to leave the area  
• Teenage pregnancy 
• Dust pollution from Windalco plant damages furniture, & affects sinus. 

• No running water (only a standpipe has water occasionally 
• Plant does not employ as many persons as in times past  

BELLEFIELD ISSUES 
Bellefield (proper) • Lack of adequate water supply 

• Unemployment -- skilled and unskilled cannot find jobs 
• No recreational facilities-no playfield, no centre       
• Needs telephone service in the area 

• Taxis speeding through communities 
• No TRNs for many residents 
• Need assistance for the farmers 

Napierston • Need for piped water 
• Dust pollution from Windalco 
• Poor taxi service 
• Unemployment 

• Need for advocacy for lands  
• Need streetlight 
• Need for skill training 

BOMBAY ISSUES 
Bombay (Proper) • Need for electricity from clinic to Chambershill 

• Need for Community Organizations 
• Need public telephone 
• Pipe/running water (use to have water from Christiana) 

• Streetlights at strategic points 
• Street/traffic signs (speeding in area too much/children are using 

the road.  Need low speed road) 
• Need for JP #1 priority (last one died over ten years)  

Virginia  • Lack of telephone 
• Unemployment 
• Lack of running/ piped water   

Freetown • Need a community organization 
• Need a water tank 
• Need a clinic 
• Need road maintenance and fixing 
• Need public communication 

• Need sanitary inspectors 
• Need garbage to be collected 
• Need street lights 
• Lack of job opportunities 
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BANANA GROUND ISSUES 

Banana Ground 
(Proper) 

• Need for telephone (land) 
• Need additional Street lights 
• Fix road (Peace River urgently) 
• Need for running water 
• Unemployment 

• Praedial larceny 
• Need for playfield  
• Need good community centre 
• Need a basic school   

Top Coffee Grove • Unemployment 
• Lack of running water—farming 
• Lack of community centre 

• The need or better postal service 
• The lack of market for produce 

Katches • Road repairs 
• Unemployment 

• Lack of market for goods 
• Praedial larceny   

BLUE MOUNTAIN 
 

ISSUES 

Blue Mountain 
(Proper) 

• Have a cricket pitch, but it is in a deteriorated state, need some 
clay to fix it 

• Unemployment 
• Lands are owned mainly by bauxite companies 
• Planned mining in 3 ½ years 2007-resettle; 2008-mining  
• Underemployment 

• Water  --Parish Council used to fill tank, but no more.  Tank is 
rusted.  Need a new tank.  The tank at Bashee is still being filled. 

• No land line telephone 
• There used to be a barbeque used in selling coffee. The Parish 

Council marled over the barbeque 
• Praedial larceny is an issue—discourages farming. 

KENDAL  ISSUES 

Bottom Pond  Need for the upgrading of Kendal 
 Bad roads 
 Family counselling need  

 Need for P.C. Bank   
  

     Past Issues – 15 
Years ago 

 Bad Roads  
 Unemployment 
 Taxi  
 Pipe water 

 Dependence on Political Leaders 
 Housing 
 Telephone  
 Migration   

Old Kendal  “Want back wi wata pipe” 
  Speeding by the Spalding taxi drivers  
  Goat and marl thief 

  Need Youth Club  
  Youth dem need employment 
  Need for community Counselling 

Cool Shade • Nuh job nuh de bout” Most persons don’t have a job.  People are self-employed e.g. bars, shops, & small farming/cattle rearing and skilled 
workers.  Persons leave the area to make a living because of unemployment.  School graduates usually leave. 

• Pollution from bauxite—bad scent (caustic) pollutes area especially at nights 
 Sometimes one can see cloudy mist coming from WINDALCO plant. As a result dust damages roof and pollutes water in tanks.    

 



Development Area Profiles Williamsfield      DA 8-23  

 

 

 
 

WORKSHOP PURPOSE AND AGENCY INPUT 

The Workshop was designed to verify, validate, and share information 
collected by the facilitators from all the communities within the 
Williamsfield Development Area.  In order to validate this information 
a broad cross section of the community and government agency 
personnel was invited to the Development Area Workshop, held on 
November 4, 2003 at the Kirkvine Sports Club.   

Participants:  There were forty (21) males and thirty-four (34) females 
from the following: Mandeville Police Station, Councillor, schools, 
churches, CBO representatives, and the Partners; PDC, ECSP, SDC, 
SLGRP, and NGO.  

Workshop Purpose:  To share information, begin the process of 
strategic planning and strengthen the partnership that will work on 
issues relating to the Development Area. 

Forum:  The MPDC invited agencies to the workshop to address issues 
that were raised frequently during the community intervention. 
Moderators for the Forum were Rodney Joseph and Antoinette Burton.  
After highlighting the issues, the floor was opened for questions, 
answers and further discussion.  

Wesley Harvey, JBI:  Bauxite Plant Pollution Issues:  

The Bauxite Company has a duty to neutralize the pollutants and minimize the 
dust level.  The Water Resources Authority is responsible to check water 
quality and JBI also tests samples.  In rainy seasons they need to be more 
proactive due to other pollutants form other sources. 
Q. What is water tested for? 
A. Looking for chemicals and microorganisms which can make water unsafe 

for human consumption. 
Q. What about being safe for animals? 
 A.   All sources are checked, whether underground or above ground, i.e. rivers 

and streams, etc. 
Q.   There is a cancer belt stretching from Clarendon to Manchester.  Is there 

anything in that, that can be addressed by J.B.I. or Bauxite Companies? 
A.  Don’t know of this study, but if results show that these diseases are related 

to the soil, since Ministry of Health was asked to do a study on this issues, 
they need to identify a sponsor for this study. 

Q.   Sometimes while sleeping residents are awakened by a smell that comes 
from the soil they use.  What is being done about it so we can co-exist? 

Q. Is it the government policy or the company who decides where bauxite is, 
it must be mined regardless of where it is? 

A. JBI monitors on behalf of the government.  The Commissioner of Lands is 
responsible to identify lands of mining and to make full use of the 
resources where there is feasible amount of bauxite. 

Farming -- Recommendation from RADA to farmers: 

Pay attention to proper record keeping 
Form farmer cooperatives in order to lobby for better prices, create a 
bigger supply base and to go directly to exporters (remove the middleman) 

Farmers’ Issues -- High Cost of Farming: 

Hope Village Citizens Association question re:  The lack of market for 
peppermint.  Answer: market is vibrant.  South Manchester cultivates a lot.  
Importation affects locally producers of peppermint.  Samples sent to Scientific 
Research Council and peppermint were found to be too harsh.  Tetley gets 
peppermint from Canada at a cost of US$4.  It is grilled and milled and only 
requires packaging.  The Jamaican rate was J$65, unprocessed.  The cost to 
export and process is too expensive.  Mr. Stephens:  Kendal has a website that 
markets peppermint but finds it too expensive to export, though overseas 
market wanted it. 

Mr. Murray:  Jamaica’s sweet potatoes are not allowed in the U.S. because they 
produce their own.  US farmers are given incentives to produce potatoes.  
Potato has no comparative advantage.  The committee is set up to monitor 
importation of Irish potatoes. A standard needs to be developed by the Jamaica 
Bureau of Standards.   

There is an urgent need for more cost-effective methods of farming.  Reducing 
cost and increasing production leads to increased profit.  Also small-size 
hydroponics would allow small-scale farmers to do farming without soil 

Cooperative Marketing:  The Ministry of Agriculture’s ASSP Project encourages 
Co-operative Marketing. 

Farming Practices & Training: Pesticides:  Ms. Clarke: Questions the use of 
gramazone as it is banned in the U.S.   Manchester, Clarendon, St. Elizabeth, & 
Trelawny are called the Corridor of Death; more deaths are caused by 
pesticides in these parishes than in any other in the country. 
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RADA-IPM Integrated Pest Management biological and chemical approach.  
RADA hosts training days.  Ebony Park (HEART) Academy has a Residential 
Programme (Levels 1 & 2) and customized training programmes.  The Academy 
trains and NCT-VET certifies persons in the use of chemicals.  Training is 
available in the field.  Ebony Park accommodates training requirements even 
when not part of a regular program.  

Water (National Water Commission) 
Q. Hanbury resident—what is happening to water at the Primary School? The 
water pipe moves through a resident’s property.  NWC was called. Dirt and 
mud went into the yard.  The connection went undone and this affected the 
foundation.  Residents are asking that this does not affect the wall. 
Q.  Content Area—Standpipe in area needed 
Q.  Cool Shade Area—no water in the area 
Q.  Tanks and standpipes are without water 
Q.  How safe is the water stored in steel pipes and how often are they cleaned.  

Is there a maintenance program? 

Answer: seeking to find sources through National Water Resources.  Monetary 
from government.  If government has no money , NWC has no money. 
 Vice president in charge of the parish falls in Western division of 

Manchester to St. Ann 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Eastern division to Portland 
Restructuring is going on until this is finalized we will not undertake new 
projects. 
Kendal is connected to NWC system.  Situation will be reported to 
persons in charge. 
Regular contact should be made with NWC school call 
Rapid response falls under Ministry of Water and housing 
NWC will call Rapid Response to assist 
People tamper with NWC valves, fire hydrants; vandalism is a problem. 
Systems arte run by Parish Council (tanks are maintained by MPC) 
Standpipes will be removed because of theft and wastage 
People are hostile in some areas where standpipes are 
Local government pays for standpipes 
Requests from community members to remove standpipes through the 
Council 
Content—Not sure if there is network there 
No money available to the NWC 
Pipes are imported (US dollars).  Design also requires money 
Lobby through Parish Council and Ministry of Water then to NWC 

 
National Works Agency 
 Residents concerned (Kendal) to Post Office to Traffic Island, huge carters 

on either side 
Speeding in Kendal and Barrett Piece 
Concerned about drains 
Speed limits 
Speeding an issue in Bombay 
Potholes in the Cool Shade area are marled, then the road washes it away. 
One way sign in Hope Village needs clarification 
Roads in Kendal need bushing, with proper drainage system installed 
Dump marl in the road at Kendal 
Huge pothole on Winston Jones highway  
NWA responsible for road network 
Parish Council responsible for community roads – Boundaries: 
Williamsfield to Mile Gully; Williamsfield to Greenvale; Bombay to 
Freetown; Kendal to Clarkestown 
Within the region of Williamsfield to Greenvale residents that are being 
flooded should communicate.  The Parish Manager will investigate the 
problem addresses.  Toll free Line 663-7623 
Kendal Road—Maintenance is a concern.  Tendering is being done across 
the island. 
Rehabilitative work takes money.  Once routine maintenance contact 
comes stream roads will be dealt with. 
Road to Mizpah—Parish Manager will investigate 
Potholes emerge as result of rains 
Call NWA with concerns 
NWA Technical officers are monitoring the situation at Kendal.  If there is 
a major concern, action will be taken 
Material dumped on roadway creates obstruction.  The Assistant Parish 
Manager can deal with it 
When marl is used to patch potholes it is a temporary measure. 

Workshop Groups:  The workshop was designed to allow community 
members to validate, analyze their respective issues and come up with 
projects.  Participants within these groups analyzed, prioritized, and 
ranked the issues based on time frames in which they could be 
accomplished, i.e. short, medium, or long term.  They then identified 
which partner could undertake which issue/task.  Finally, each 
community came up with a project for next steps. 
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Williamsfield 
Facilitator: Althea Boothe; Co-Facilitator: Joel Campbell 
Main Issues: School Traffic Signs  
Cause of 
Issue 

Solution Action Steps Resources 
Available  

Who’s 
Responsible 

Expected 
Difficulties  

Action to Overcome 
Difficulties 

Progress Indicators 

 Safety of 
children  
 Speeding/  
heavy 
traffic 

Put up 
traffic 
signs 

 Mobilize support 
through community 
Based Organizations 
and Parent Teachers 
Association  
 Contact National Works 

Agency, Parish Council 
and Councillor 
 Seek sponsorship and 

fundraisers 
 Partner with police to 

enforce road signs 

 Police 
 Citizen 
association 
 P.T.A. 
 The 
Councillor 
 Business 
Persons  

 President of 
Citizens 
Association 
and members 
as well 
 Elected 
committee 
 Partner with 
police, P.R.O. 
& Councillor 
 M.P. 

 Committee 
may not 
function 
 Negative 
response form 
business 
community 
 Difficulty 
finding 
material 

 Seek alternative 
support from the 
wider community 
 Seek assistance 
from M.P./Councillor 
 Ask WINDLCO to 
assist in getting 
material 

 Letter to Parish 
Council, M.P. and 
WINDALCO 
 Good response from 
letters sent 
 Money available 
 Workers available 
 Put up signs (get to 
work) 
 Thank you letters) 

Timeframe: 
1-3 months 

Banana Ground  
Facilitator: Dwight Johnson; Co-Facilitator: Rodney Joseph 
Issue: Need for Streetlight 
        Need for Market for Farm Produce 
Cause of Issue Solution Action Steps Resources 

Available  
Who’s 
Responsible 

Expected 
Difficulties  

Action to 
Overcome 
Difficulties 

Progress 
Indicators 

• Road is dark—
attracts criminal 
activities 

• Don’t have enough 
streetlights 

 To put up more 
streetlights 

 Consult 
Councillors 
and M.P’s at 
Parish Council 

 Councillor 
 Community 
Organization 

 S.D.C. 
Officer 
 Community 
Organization 

 Money and 
Resource 
 Lights finish 

 Identify 
where you can 
source lights 

When it comes 
More lights 
Response from 
Councillor 

• Supply and demand 
• Lack of coordination 
and information 

 Inform farmers 
 To have a farmers group 
 Contact the relevant 
persons 

 Plan to meet 
with 
authorities 

 Land and 
crops 

 S.D.C. 
Officer and 
farmers 

 No unity 
among 
farmers 

 Research on 
other areas 
who worked as 
a group 

When group 
starts meeting  
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Bombay CBO Action Plan 
Facilitator: Dwight Johnson; Co-Facilitator: Rodney Joseph  
Issue:  
o Need for a JP 
o Need for the road to be bushed 
o Need for garbage collection 

 
Cause of Issue Solution Action Steps Resources 

Available  
Who’s 
Responsible 

Expected 
Difficulties  

Action to Overcome 
Difficulties 

Progress 
Indicators 

• The person had died 
• Procedure to get 

another person is 
taking too long 

• Lack of knowledge of 
the procedure  

 Access 
inform
ation 
 Re-
submit 
names 

 Various organizations 
(e.g. JAS, PTA, Past 
Students Association) 
to give names 
 Consult: Parish 
Council, Custos of 
Parish, other JPs   

 Persons 
are 
available 
for the 
post 

 JAS & PTA  
 Past students 
and church 
groups 

Persons 
selected 
doesn’t fit 
requirements 
from Custos 
and Parish 
Council   

 Make sure persons are 
credible and ready to 
function 
 Proper procedure to 
overcome time 

First response 
for select 
person and 
agency 

• Recent heavy rains 
influence rapid growth  

 Bush 
the 
road 

 Community voluntary 
service 

 Community 
persons 

 Community 
persons 
 Agencies (JPs) 
 Councillor 

Persons 
reluctant to 
work because 
they are not 
being paid 

 Contact Parish Council  
 Get organization to 
identify persons   
 Identify areas that 
are most essential 

 Maintenance 
 No bushes 

 

• No set route or 
instructions from 
Agency 

• No garbage bins 
• No knowledge of 
adjoining districts 

• No education of 
garbage disposal 

• Only one skip in 
community 

• No information to 
authority 

 To get 
bins 
from 
S.P.M. 
and 
Parish 
Council 

 Write and phone 
agencies: S.P.M. and 
Parish Council   

 1 skip (bin) 
in square 

 Parish Council 
 P.T.A. 
 S.P.M. 
 Past Students 
Association 

No funds to 
facilitate 
collection in 
wider areas 

 Central collection in 
districts e.g. in 
Virginia, Bombay, and 
Free Town (at 
Bombay Square) 

Clean 
surroundings 
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Blue Mountain  
Facilitator: Dwight Johnson;   Co-Facilitator: Rodney Joseph  
Issue: Need for Employment 
Cause of Issue Solution Action Steps Resources 

Available  
Who’s Responsible Expected 

Difficulties  
Action to 
Overcome 
Difficulties 

Progress 
Indicators 

• lack of 
businesses/facto
ries 

• lack of education 
• lack of skills 
 

 go to 
HEART 
 create 
jobs in 
community 

 

 create the 
Community 
Based 
Organization 
  

 qualified persons 
 (see human 
resource list) 

 

 CDO 
 M.P. 
 Councillor 
 Citizens of 
Community 
  

 availability of 
jobs 

 start small 
business through 
Community Based 
Organization 

Decrease in 
persons 
unemployed 

• lack of 
cooperation 

 social and 
functions 
to create 
unity 

 plan to 
create unity 
 get people to 
trust each 
other 

 meeting place 
 manpower 

 CDO 
 Citizens of the 
community 

 Persons might be 
resistant because 
of rust 

 Have regular 
meetings to 
motivate to build 
trust 

Have a 
community 
based 
organization 
emerging 

 
Kendal 
Facilitator: Kenton Davis; Co-Facilitator: Rose Griffith 
Issue: Family Counseling 

Cause of Issue Solution Action Steps Resources 
Available  

Who’s 
Responsible 

Expected 
Difficulties  

Action to Overcome 
Difficulties 

Progress 
Indicators 

• Confusion 
• Lack of focus 
• Misplaced 

values 
• Breakdown in 

family 
structure 

• Lack of 
communication 

• ignorance 

 Make use 
of the 
resource 
persons in 
the 
community  

 Contacting the 
resource 
persons 
 Training 
 Having plan 
activities e.g. 
role play, 
workshops 

 pastors 
 nurses 
 teachers 
 police 

 Carl Stephens 
 Carlton 
Plummer 
 Bridgette 
Clarke 

 Lack of 
participation 
 Lack of motivation 
 Segregation 

Through sporting 
activities/social 
activities/gathering 
Special meeting 

• youngsters/com
munity persons 
being more 
involved 

• taking advantage 
of any 
opportunities 
available 

• desire to 
achieve 
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Bellefield  
Facilitator: Dwight Johnson 
Issue: Unemployment, Farmers Assistance 

Cause of Issue 
Solution Action Steps Resources 

Available  
Who’s Responsible Expected 

Difficulties  
Action to 
Overcome 
Difficulties 

Progress 
Indicators 

• Expected to be 
employed without 
knowledge 

• Lack of adequate 
infrastructure  

• Lack of marketing 
• Lack of 
information 

• Lack of 
organization 

• Lack of 
recreational 
activities 

• Insufficient 
community bonding   

 Acquire skills and 
training 
 Create economical 
infrastructure 
 Co-operation among 
farmers 
 Seek outside assistance 
to get information 
 More infrastructure for 
sports/recreation 
activities 
 Unique recreational 
activities: bowling alley, 
cricket field, swimming,  
 Build facilities and 
acquire land 

 create ideas 
 gather the 
information  
 put the plan 
implement 
 form a 
group 
 gather 
information 
for 
recreational 
activities 
 form a 
youth arm 
of CDC 

 people 
 land 
 machinery 
 derelict 
building 

 CDC 
 Mr. Desmond 
Wilson 
 Jean Bailey 
 Ellaine Forbes 
 Coral Lenard 
 Felicia Ellington 
 Angeline Montique 
 Blossom Unice 
Nuna 
 Terry McKenzie 
 HEART MLSS and 
others 
 WINDALCO 
 SDF 

 Co-operation, 
lack of vision, 
lack of funds, 
lack of 
resources, 
lack of 
training, lack 
of 
communication 

 Educate the 
people 
 Create the vision 
and an incentive 
for motivation 
 Expose people to 
new recreational 
avenues and 
attributes of 
bonding 
communities and 
enhancing future 
development  

Timeframe, 
milestone 
 
Prospective 
location 
identified 
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ANNEX C  INTERVENTION RECORD 
 
Community: Williamsfield 
District: Williamsfield (Proper)                 September 10, 2003 

Timeline 

Date History 
1920s Railway line extended to Porus in the  (from Spanish Town) 

Extended to Williamsfield though to Mobay 
Railway was the chief mode of transportation (freight and 
passengers) 

 
1930s 

Town was bustling with business activities 
Depot for farm produce  

1950s Cocoa factory used to freight goods to Kingston via rail road 
1970s Pimento/ginger factory closed   
1980s Minott tile factory closed 
1992 Peppermint candy stick stop 
Feb. 
1993 

Railway closed.  As a result business declined, transportation 
became difficult for the travelling public 

 Job loss for many individuals/railway workers 
Large youth population 
Unemployment 
People work in Mandeville, WINDALCO workers.  Workers at 
factories are from outside the Williamsfield Area  
Dust pollution (WINDALCO) 
No crime problem-excellent relationship with the police.  
There is a Police Youth Club 
Little activity 

1990s 

No recreational facilities 
1997 Peanut butter processing stopped   
 Melrose Bypass has affected Williamsfield negatively—less 

persons passing through the town 
 

 

Issues 
• Flooding at gateway 
• Unfairness with Parish Council operations 
• Need for a literacy programme (e.g. JAMAL) 

Discussion 

Flooding at gateway(s) 
- Since the road has been fixed flooding at the gateway has 

become worse.  The water does not flow to the drain.   
- Owners of properties need to maintain them. 

Unfairness with Parish Council Operations 
Vendors at the jerk centre and roast yam stall are upset with 
Parish Council rental charges and conditions.  A lot of vendors 
have left because the area is not planned and laid out properly.  
Alpart made the place and handed it over to Parish Council. 

Chocolate Company 
Females—  Package operate 
                  Machine 50%   

Working population
 factory 

Males  —    Machines operate  
                   Package 50% 
Import of cocoa bean/cake (started 5 years ago from Dominican 
       Republic Supplier) 
Local supply—from Cocoa Industry Board—Farmers Supply 
Board 

 
Vision 

  
– To train farmers to be more efficient suppliers 
– Storage for raw materials when in bulk 
– To have local farmers investing into cocoa planting 
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– To develop by-product—cocoa butter lotion, and other 
manufactures—cakes/hot beverage 

– To have a mini town banking facility 
– To have Williamsfield be Manchester’s manufacturing hub.  

Physical/Commercial Resources 
Chocolate       Garment factory 
B.T.S. Bakery  Picka Peppa Factory 
WINDALCO  Coffee Factory 
Hardware  Gas Station 
Samantha’s Park Forestry (gov. own) 
Jehovah’s Witness  Railway (used by WINDALCO) 
Catholic  Police Station 
Post Office  Jerk Centre 
Bar   Restaurant 
Good roads  Good water supply 
Landline telephone service 

Community Based Organization 
Golden Agers Association 

Williamsfield Town Centre 

Vision 
 To have a community centre 
 To see S.D.C using the old garment factory for some 

training activities -- “ can hold up to 1,000 persons per day.” 
 To turn the building near the garment factory into a basic 

school or computer training centre. 
 To have butter and cheese production a reality some youth 

can be employed 
 Job generation for the youth—resuscitation of rail service 

would generate jobs 

 

District: Hope Village               September 28, 2003 

 Just less than 1,00 people 
 Active PTA; Citizens Association—meets every last 

Wednesday; Youth Club—netball and football 
 Built in 1956, handed over to government in 1981 
 Hope Village Early Childhood Institution 
 Community was built for Alcan workers by Wimpy. Houses 

were originally owned by Alcan but were eventually sold out. 
 Water was free to community until four years ago when 

Windalco handed the water over to N.W.C. 
 Originally about 46 houses, but now more lots were sub-

divided/sold by Windalco workers. 
 Not a lot of loitering etc.  Unemployment is not an 

extremely big issue. 
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Physical Resources 
Netball Court 
Football field 

Mobility Map 
Christiana etc. for school 
 
   Hope Village                Mandeville 
    

 most services 
  
Discussion 
 Highway 2000 coming – a good drawing card for more 

manufacturing companies 
 Minor break-in problems now under control (petty crimes) 
 Meat factory sold to National Bakery (manufacturing) 

Opening of Bypass 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Affected retail business 
Gas station closed 
Problems with damage from Windalco, which only pays for 
dust nuisance: 
- Health -- sinus 
- Rotting of zinc, burglar bars 
- Acid rain on produce and fruit trees 
- Mosquitoes - based on dumping; trees 
Pay only for dust nuisance 
Praedial larceny, domestic violence in surrounding areas 
Dormitory community-shop in Mandeville 
No clinic—go to Bellefield or Mandeville 
No direct transportation to Christiana or Spalding and these 
areas are far 
Come to buy jerk for factories 
Post office moved to its current location in 1993 

Industrial hub for the Parish --5 manufacturing companies: 
Picka Peppa; JSP; Cocoa Factory; Windalco; Jamaica Drip 
Irrigation 
The area needs to foster industry – highway location is good 
but it is underdeveloped in terms of residential.  
Labour force not many from Williamsfield mainly business 
places. Come from Content, Bellefield, Blue Mountain 
Chances are people did not settle as area slated as industrial 
zone, impacted also by railway 
Railway closure—only now used by Bauxite Company.  
Movement of passengers was integral. Big loss 
Revive railway-both for commuting and freight 
No big difference in terms of Bypass as it is the main road 
up into hills. 
Not many retail businesses - maybe impacted by the bypass.  

Vision 
Continue to develop as industrial hub 
 
Community: Bellefield 
District: Bellefield (Proper)                  September 9, 2003 

Bellefield starts in front of Bellefield High School.  It branches 
off to Blue Mountain, Banana Ground and Davyton. 

Past Analysis 

Date History 
Postal Agency was built.  Name change from Bellefield to 
Davyton because of a district in St. Mary.  

 
 
30s-40s There was a landmark - a gate for entering Blue Mountain 

near Pommels house.  Mark border 
50s-60s Greenwich and Chigga Foot were prevalent 
60s Square asphalted but other area was dirt road.  Children 

did not wear shoes to school.  Coffee was economical crop.  
Truck would pick up right at Bellefield square.  
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1964 Road to primary asphalt. Electricity came in. 
80’s Telephone boxes were put up, but were vandalized. 
90’s Coffee became less of an economical crop 
1996 Telephone Company surveyed the area for the community to 

get service.  “A list was taken but nothing happens.” 
2000-03  Yam, tomato, carrot, sweet potato are the economical crop 

Issues 
• Lack of adequate water supply 
• Unemployment -- some are skilled but cannot find jobs; some 

are unskilled and cannot find jobs 
• No recreational facilities; no playfield; no centre       
• Needs telephone service in the area 
• Taxis speeding through communities 
• No TRNs for many residents 
• Need assistance for the farmers 

Human Resources 
Dressmakers  

  
  
  

  
  

  

Shoemakers
Farmers Tailors
Teachers Electrician
Plumbers Welders
Chefs/cooks Masons
Carpenters

2nd Saturday in Bellefield M.P. or Councillor visits community at 
the High School. 

Physical Resources 
Bellefield Primary Bellefield High School 
Postal Agency Library 
Shops Clinic
Davyton United Church Davyton United Basic School 
Craft School Centre Top Bellefield Basic School 
Seventh Day Adventist United Church 
Church of God Apostolic (Napierston) 
Hepzihah (Banana Ground) Bethel United (Banana Ground) 

Seventh Day Adventist Basic 
School 

Content Community Centre Basic 
School 

Shops at Dixon Hill on the way to 
Davyton 

Shops at Belair on the way to 
Bombay 

Shops at Bellefield Corner (red tank) on the way to Banana Ground) 

Farming Produce 
Yam, potato, plantain, cocoa, tomato, red peas, peanut, corn, 
carrot, coffee and pimento 

Map of Bellefield 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Vision 
 To have skills training facility 
 To have an Agro Processing facility—this could be supplied 

for the farmers in the community.  Land is available (need to 
contact owners) 

 To have the post office computerized. 
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Mobility Map of Bellefield 

 

District: Napierston 
The district starts from deep corner off the main Davyton road 
and ends at standpipe near Content. 

Issues 
• Need for piped water 
• Dust pollution from WINDALCO 
• Poor taxi service 
• Unemployment 
• Need for advocacy for lands  
• Need streetlight 
• Need for skill training 

Discussion 
Need or piped water:  There is presently no water in the 
district.  Usually get water from standpipe.  People get and 
transport water from Alpart Dairy Farm. 
Dust Pollution-from Windalco:  Plant dust blows into houses  -- 
evident on furniture.  Some persons have sinus problems. 
Poor Taxi Service:  Only when operators have passengers they 
drive through.  
Unemployment: Students have difficulties finding jobs after 
leaving school. 
Approximately 30 students in district; 2 completed college. 
Need for Advocacy for Lands:  Farming area is going to be 
mined out.  Need someone to talk for us.  Notice schedule for 
mining 2005. 
Need streetlight:  Very dark at night --“hide early when it 
dark.” 

Human Resource 
• Casual workers 
• Masons 
• Shopkeepers 
• Taxi operator 
• Stone cutting 
• Welder 
• Plumber 
• Farmers 

Physical Resources 
• Church 
• Shop 

Community Based Organizations 
• Davyton Youth Club and Content Community Council 
• Davyton Golden Agers  
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Vision 
 Everyone come together to make place and living better 
 To have a bigger reservoir to supply area 
 For young and old to do something when they don’t have 

work. 
 

 
 

Community: Banana Ground                 September 20, 2003 

Banana Ground is bordered by Cumberland in the north, Mt. 
Pleasant in the east, Blue Mountain in the south and Bellefield in 
the west.  It is approximately 3,000 feet above sea level. 

Banana Ground Timeline 

Date History 
1916 Garlogie school was built 
1940 Houses were made with board, stone nog or cut stone.  

Only those who can afford it used cut stone.  Wackle and 
darb (wattle and daub) was used to make homes. Method: 
1. line inside with board 
2. pack on the outside with stone and material 
3.  smooth off wall with mix material  

1948 Parish tank was built 
Government gave loan to build water tanks Late 40s 

to early 
50s  

Disease wiped out banana crop.  Alternative crops: 
dasheen, yam, and sweet potato were cultivated. 

 There was a place in Williamsfield and Porus where 
farmers took their goods 

1950 Terrible rainfall-crops and cattle were lost 
1951 Hurricane Charlie—Anglican Church (Church of England) 

was destroyed 
1960s Roads were asphalted 
 Cement became popular.  Before white lime and dirt was 

used for mortar to build houses. 
Community Centre began construction 
Bad roads to Whitney Turn 
Bugle Boy and O. Osbus were the only form of 
transportation 
Board shops faded out—approximately 4 shops were 
around; Mr. Lewis shop, Mr. Palmer, Mr. Tyndale and Mr. 
Wallace. 
S.D.A church was built 
Ball games—cricket was the popular sport.  However, ball 
ground changed often as lands weren’t suitable. 

 
 
 
 
 
1970s 

Cash crops farming 
1976 Electricity came to Banana Ground 

Introduction of vegetable-early jersey-cabbage  
1980 Football became more popular 

Date History 
Food stamp stop 
Farmers move off land for mining 
Subsistence farming 
Farmers go on farm work to Canada. 

 

2003 
More shopping in Mandeville  

2000 Fixed road 

1990s  
Pump placed between Content and Napierston.  Water was 
supplied from Chantilly 
Electricity 1980s 
Farm work Programme 
Orange farm changed over to dairy farm.  Less employed 
only 3 persons from area worked there. 
Road cut and gravelled 
More farmers 

 

 

1970s 
Alcan Manchester Pastures farming done.  Oranges.  People 
were employed from as far as Montego Bay to work.  
Oranges supplied Bog Walk. 

40s-50s Walk to Williamsfield for shopping.  It was a little town. 

 
Health care for Hope Village at the Catholic Place 
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Road was asphalted 1987-1988 
Hurricane Gilbert caused extensive damage to community  
Repair was done to the reservoir 
Taxi commuting began 

 
1990 

Banana Ground P.O., open beside Mas Alfe shop.  The 
building was a shop before 

Early 90s Land given to government.  Even though M.P. promised to 
give community a playground. Sometimes before if land 
was available, these lands were lotted and sold—“we nuh 
get none.” 

1996 Lands granted were for persons with names on a list.  
Then money paid at the RADA building 

1999 The new block of the Primary and Junior High schools 
was built 

2000 Garlogie school was upgraded to Junior High 
2002 Post Mistress was employed at the Post Office 

Presently the reservoir is an issue. It needs to be 
repaired.  There is no water.  Persons without household 
tanks have to source their water.  Missing pipes are of 
concern.  Some persons got plastic tanks. 

2003 

Community centre still not completed 

Issues 
• Need for telephone (land) 
• Need additional Street lights 
• Fix road (Peace River urgently) 
• Need for running water 
• Unemployment 
• Praedial larceny 
• Need for playfield  
• Need good community centre 
• Need a basic school 

Pairwise Ranking 

 Water Fixing
H.C. 

 Completion 
of Centre 

Bad 
Roads 

Water    W W W
Fixing of H.C W    H.C H.C
Completion of 
C. Centre 

W   H.C  R

Bad roads W    H.C R

 Water Road
repair 

 Street light Playfield 

Water  W W   W 
Road repairs W  S.L    P 

Street light W S.L     P 

Playfield W   P   P.  

Results 
Water   — 6 
Health Centre  — 4 
Road  —   2 
Water   —  5 
Playfield —  4 
Streetlight —  2 
Road repairs — 0 
Rank/Prioritize = water is the main issue 
 
Discussion 

Street light.  There needs to be proper light post for 
electricity.  People share light, hence too many wires corroding. 

Playfield.  There is no playfield or community centre for 
youngsters.  People contend that the government lands in Cow 
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Pen, which were sold, would have been the ideal place for a 
playing field and community centre. 

Community Centre.  The need for a community centre and 
sporting facilities: football fields and netball courts.  This can 
offer employment.  Community persons can cut the field and be 
in charge of general maintenance 

Community Based Organization 
P.T.A; Bethel United Women’s Group 
Human Resources 

Teachers  
  

Masons
Welders Farmers
Carpenters (furniture makers) Mechanics 
Taxi operators Electricians 
Supermarket attendants Cashiers 
Domestic helpers  

Natural Resources 
Well and river run underground.  Can be used to distribute 
water. 

Physical Resources 
Churches (New Testament Church of God; Upper Pentecostal; 
Seventh Day Adventist; 25 shops; Garlogie Primary School 
(recently upgraded to Junior High); Basic School). 

Farming Produce 
Farming is done on a small scale.  Sometimes some is sold.  Most 
persons in the community take part in farming activities (all age 
ranges, young children, teenaged adults). 

Cabbage, carrot, yam,  Irish and sweet potato, tomato, sweet 
pepper, hot pepper, string bean. 
Farmers sell at the wholesale market or persons come in to buy.   

 

Information on Women’s Activity/ies 
Because there are no community organizations, women mostly 
interact with each other at shops, church or nearest neighbours. 

Skills, Responsibilities of Women: 
- Hairdressing 
- Farming    
- Water Collection.  Not all women have a tank at home.  When 

there is a water crisis women either have to beg, or buy 
water.  “When dere is no water tek the buying one or wait pon 
the above one.”   Translation: buy water or depend on rainfall. 

- To transport water the options are to: walk, use pushcart, or 
if fortunate use a donkey.  Challenges: for pregnant and old 
women—they have to depend on or pay someone to transport 
water.  Distance is a challenge; the furthest districts, Cartie 
and Mountain Piece, are approximately 4 miles from pipe. 

- Women get up as early as 5 o’clock to go the pipe or water 
source and then go home to ready the children for school. 

- Men leave the area more than women, e.g. for jobs on 
construction sites.  No jobs available for women so they are 
forced to stay home—likely to get pregnant if not careful. 
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Youth/Childrens’ Vision for the Future 

Teenagers’ Vision for the Future 

   Banana Ground Mobility Map 

   Map of Banana Ground 
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Community: Bombay 

District: Bombay (Proper) 

Issues 
• Need for electricity from clinic to Chambershill 
• Need for Community Organizations 
• Need public telephone 
• Pipe/running water (use to have water from Christiana) 
• Streetlights at strategic points 
• Street/traffic signs (speeding in area too much/children 

are using the road.  Need low speed road) 
• Need for JP #1 priority (last one died over ten years) 

Community Based Organizations 
JAS 
PTA 
Past Students Association 
Church Groups 

Churches 
Allison First Born Association 
Bombay New Testament 
Zion Hill Baptist Church, Bombay 
Universal Deliverance Centre 
Pentecostal Church, Chance Hill 

Schools 
Bombay Basic School 

Discussion Sheet 
JAS meets every second Tuesday.  Meetings held at Basic 
School, 6.p.m. 

Need for Justice of the Peace.  People have to travel to 
Cumberland, Christiana Mandeville—“and persons don’t know us 
when wi go to dem”.  Over two years ago persons sent a 

suggestion to the Parish Council of person who would suit the 
position.  No response.  Need to know criteria. 

Need for Community Organization.  The other groups only 
focus on one area.  Need something to bring everyone together. 

Need Street Signs.  Need speed limit to be 30 miles per hour, 
so that accidents don’t happen with taxi and school children.  
We as an organization have a right to enforce signs will be 
obeyed. 

Need for Community Centre.   There are 2 pieces of 
government land in Virginia where the community centre can be 
built. 
1. Where the NWC tank in Virginia is located 
2. Where the Reservoir in Virginia is located 

Crime.  Minor praedial larceny.  JAS group should have wardens 
from this area.  

Findings.  Allison should be a part of Bombay.  Top & Bottom 
Allison is a part of/adjoining district.  Not a part of Spalding.    

Bombay Mobility Map 
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District: Virginia 
There are 33 houses in the district 

Timeline 

Date History 
1975 Road Development (asphalt) 
1980 Electricity 

Issues 
Lack of telephone 
Unemployment 
Lack of running/ piped water 

Farming Produce 
Yams, bananas, carrots, tomatoes are planted.  Crops are sold to 
persons from all over the island: St. Elizabeth, St. Thomas, 
Kingston & May Pen. 

 
District: Freetown                                   September 4, 2003 
History 
Clarence Downer—81 years of age, born and grown in Freetown, 
believes Freetown is a blessed place.  The first name was 
Cumberland. Old parent lived in the area (old yard).  Freetown 
got its name in 1911-14.   

Issues 
• Need a community organization 
• Need a water tank 
• Need a clinic 
• Need road maintenance and fixing 
• Need public communication 
• Need sanitary inspectors 
• Need garbage to be collected 
• Need street lights 
• Lack of job opportunities 

Discussion 
Lack of job opportunities.  Youngsters graduate and have to 
turn to farming, as there is no other source of work for them. 
Migration.  About 20 persons have left the area per year.  They 
leave to either live in other places or to work; “so de migrate.”   
The young ladies tend to leave the area—while young men try 
with the farming. 
Need a Community organization, youth club or any other 
organization (JAS) to access things needed. 
Need water tank:  Persons can give a piece of land to get the 
tank, on right hand side of Free Town Square.  Maintain monthly.  
There is a tank not far from square no water is in it.  “Good 
while now no water in deh—mus rotten now.” 
Need Clinic:  With doctor once or twice a week -- but need a 
trained nurse everyday. 
Need road fixing/maintenance:  Reason “any can take sick at 
night, because road is bad, have to drive slowly—persons may 
die—you lose a life.”  Also drains to be cleaned. 
Need public communication:  No cellular, not everyone can 
afford it.  Run the telephone lines so persons can have access. 
Need sanitary inspectors to visit area ensure that garbage and 
other things are not thrown around in the environment. 
Garbage collection service:  Approximately 2 years or 1 year 
ago persons come together collect garbage/rubbish from 
gardens and pack them up pon truck to collect.  “all now di truck 
no come.”  Residents dispose of garbage by burning and burying. 
One person suggested having a skip to put the garbage in.  
Garbage is collected in other areas but not in Free Town. 
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Free Town Timeline 
Date History 
1920’s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Farming 
Upper class—banana & sugarcane, citrus 
Lower Class—a little of everything, burn coal at Cave 
Valley or Spalding. Mandeville. Porus  
Transport 
Donkey or walk use head.  No road.  To get transportation 
go to Williamsfield cross road. 
Supply 
Spring not 2 miles away, Michell Hole supply water.  Even 
people from Davyton came to get water.  Early 

30’s Making of sugar done in Lesterfield district.  Animal 
powered mill. 
Citrus was taken to Cumberland to be trucked to May Pen 
to Mr. Sharp factory. 
People got work to fix roads 

40’s 

Road start to cut in Free Town 
Mr. Bartles first truck driver and farm work start Early 

50’s Sugar cane stopped planting  
1951 Hurricane Charlie 

Negro yams, vegetables, still planted.  Negro yams 
shipped to Canada, England and America 

1960’s 

People migrated to work in England, Canada, and America 
70’s Water tank at homes begin to build 
 Road was done for vehicle to drive on. 
 People got work 
80’s Electricity came in lines from Spalding to half way in 

Virginia, Freetown and Bombay 
88 Hurricane Gilbert  
90’s Young people behaviour lazy—more access to 

transportation to own.  Some can do skill work.  Masons or 
welding etc.  

2001 Heavy rains only damage young crops 
2003 People especially students leave area 
 A few persons go on farm work 

Human Resource 
* welder            * masons            *carpenter 
* plumber          * woodwork       * mechanic 
* electrician      * shopkeeper     * teacher 
* tilers              * chefs              * dressmakers 
* taxi operators  

Free Town starts at Stone Henge and ends at Logine.  It is a 
farming area with some 200 houses.  People own their land.  

 Age Range Approximation 
0 – 12    
13 – 30   65 
31 – 50   40 
51 and over 55 

 

 

 

Community: Blue Mountain 

District: Top Coffee Grove  

Issues 
• Unemployment 
• Lack of running water—farming 
• Lack of community centre 
• The need or better postal service 
• The lack of market for produce 

Problems affecting Farming 
Parasites (snails, etc.) affect crops such as bananas, potatoes. 

Coffee Grove is predominantly a farming community.  It got its 
name because Coffee was grown here on a large scale. 

Coffee farming is no longer done on a large scale here—due to 
problems with Coffee Board.  Livestock farming is done in 
Coffee Grove—cows, pigs, and chicken. 
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Name of Properties and Land Use 
Big Pond — a big pond in the area; cows, horse, and pig rearing.  
Later sold out to smaller settlers. 
Barbeque Pastures —  (Catch Up or Katches) 
Negro Ground – name given as slaves used to plant there.  

Physical Resources 
 Community Centre—built 50 years ago taken over by 

government 5 years after it was built.  It was used for 
Welfare at the time (land donated by Jonathon King, and 
was paid 1 shilling).  It is now used for JAS meetings. 

 5 churches:  United Seventh Day; Baptist; New Testament; 
Shiloh Apostolic; Calvary Revival Assembly 

 Basic school 
 Shops 

 
District: Catch Up/Katches                      August 25, 2003 

This is predominantly a farming community  

Issues 
 Road repairs 
 Unemployment 
 Lack of market for goods 
 Praedial larceny 

 
District: Blue Mountain 

Issues 
 Have a cricket pitch, but it is in a deteriorated state, need 

some clay to fix it 
 Unemployment 
 Lands are owned mainly by bauxite companies 
 Planned mining in 2007-resettlement; 2008-mining begins 
 Underemployment 

 Water 
 Parish Council used to come and fill tank, but tank is now 

rusted out and they don’t come any more.  Need for a tank.  
There is a tank over at Bashee still being filled 

 No land line telephone 
 There used to be a barbeque, which was used in the selling 

of coffee from the community.  The parish council marked 
over the barbeque. 

 Praedial larceny is an issue—discourages faming. 
    
Farming Produce 
Yam Sweet potato
Corn Tomato
Sweet pepper Hot pepper 
Peas Coffee
Cassava Pumpkin

Types of Occupation 
Farming 
Carpentry 
Welding 
Mechanical 
Dressmaking 
Teachers 

Vision 
Lack of vision because of mining is coming.  Everything going 
down the drain because bauxite is coming in.  Mining areas from 
Bellefield through Blue Mountain to Katch-Up, some of Fowl 
House, more of Bashee. 
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	1DEVELOPMENT AREA DEFINITION
	SOCIAL CONDITIONS

	Two clinics serve the Williamsfield DA: Bellefield, a Type II Health Center; and Bombay, recently upgraded from Type I to Type III. For other needs, residents go to Mandeville.  During data gathering, residents of Free Town (Cumberland) in the far nort
	
	
	
	
	Table DA8.3   Educational Institutions serving Williamsfield, 1996
	Year\Age




	3.1Topography and Hydrology


	3.2Geology and Soils
	
	5CULTURE


	During the DA Workshop, the MPs and Councillors were noted as resources but no longer the only means of meeting needs.
	Free Town \(Bombay\):  The existing tank is no�
	Free Town:  Need public telephone \(“not everyon
	Community Centers.  The need for community centers was raised in Williamsfield, Bombay, Napierston (Bellefield) and Banana Ground.  The Banana Ground timeline shows that Community Center construction began in the 1970s. The status of that center is unc
	
	8.1Economic History
	
	It is important to select crops wisely, especiall




	Community
	Crops
	Market
	Current Problems
	Crops Formerly Planted
	Problems
	Bellefield
	Yam, tomato, carrot, sweet potato, sweet pepper, hot pepper, plantain, cocoa, red peas, peanuts, corn, coffee and pimento
	Yam, tomato, carrot, sweet potato are economic crops
	Truck picked up coffee in Bellefield Square
	Coffee became uneconomical during the 1990s
	Napierston (Bellefield)
	Farmers move off land for mining
	Oranges –supplied to Bog Walk.  In the 1970s the 
	Blue Mountain
	Yam, sweet potato, corn, tomato, sweet and hot pepper, peas, coffee, cassava, pumpkin
	Praedial larceny discourages farming
	Coffee was sold from the community barbecue
	Ditto. Barbecue was marled over by the MPC
	Virginia
	(Bombay)
	Yams, bananas, carrots, tomatoes
	Sold to persons from all over the island: St. Elizabeth, St. Thomas, Kingston & May Pen
	Banana Ground
	Cabbage, carrot, yam, Irish potato, sweet potato, tomato, sweet pepper, hot pepper, string beans
	Small scale.  Farmers sell at the wholesale market or to persons who come in to buy
	Lack of coordination and information;
	supply and demand
	Bananas till 1950.  Then sweet potato, yams, dash
	Free Town (Cumberland)
	Vegetables
	Parasites (snails, etc.) affect crops such as bananas, potatoes
	1920s: bananas, sugar, citrus;
	1960s: Negro yams (shipped to Canada, England, US)
	Coffee Grove
	Livestock farming, cows, pigs, and chickens
	Coffee on a large scale
	“Problems with Coffee Board”
	Napierston \(Bellefield\).  Farmers feel they �
	Williamsfield Vision
	10EARLY ACHIEVABLE TASKS
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	LOCAL PLAN FOR THE TOWN OF WILLIAMSFIEID



	SOCIAL AMENITIES



	Content
	Napierston
	Virginia
	Freetown
	Katches
	KENDAL
	Bottom Pond
	Past Issues – 15 Years ago
	Old Kendal
	Cool Shade
	
	
	WORKSHOP PURPOSE AND AGENCY INPUT



	Participants:  There were forty (21) males and thirty-four (34) females from the following: Mandeville Police Station, Councillor, schools, churches, CBO representatives, and the Partners; PDC, ECSP, SDC, SLGRP, and NGO.
	Workshop Purpose:  To share information, begin the process of strategic planning and strengthen the partnership that will work on issues relating to the Development Area.

	Forum:  The MPDC invited agencies to the workshop to address issues that were raised frequently during the community intervention. Moderators for the Forum were Rodney Joseph and Antoinette Burton.  After highlighting the issues, the floor was opened for
	
	
	Wesley Harvey, JBI:  Bauxite Plant Pollution Issues:
	Farming -- Recommendation from RADA to farmers:
	Farmers’ Issues -- High Cost of Farming:


	Workshop Groups:  The workshop was designed to allow community members to validate, analyze their respective issues and come up with projects.  Participants within these groups analyzed, prioritized, and ranked the issues based on time frames in which th


	Who’s Responsible
	
	
	
	Timeframe:
	
	
	
	Banana Ground








	Issue: Need for Streetlight
	Who’s Responsible
	Who’s Responsible
	Who’s Responsible
	Issue: Family Counseling
	Who’s Responsible
	Cause of Issue
	Who’s Responsible
	Timeline
	Issues
	Discussion
	Flooding at gateway(s)
	Unfairness with Parish Council Operations

	Chocolate Company
	Vision

	Physical/Commercial Resources
	Community Based Organization
	Williamsfield Town Centre
	Vision
	District: Hope Village               September 28, 2003
	Physical Resources
	Mobility Map
	Discussion
	Opening of Bypass
	Vision
	
	Past Analysis


	Issues
	Human Resources
	Physical Resources
	Farming Produce
	
	Map of Bellefield
	Vision
	Mobility Map of Bellefield


	Issues
	Discussion
	Need or piped water:  There is presently no water in the district.  Usually get water from standpipe.  People get and transport water from Alpart Dairy Farm.
	Dust Pollution-from Windalco:  Plant dust blows into houses  -- evident on furniture.  Some persons have sinus problems.
	Poor Taxi Service:  Only when operators have passengers they drive through.
	Unemployment: Students have difficulties finding jobs after leaving school.
	Need for Advocacy for Lands:  Farming area is going to be mined out.  Need someone to talk for us.  Notice schedule for mining 2005.
	Need streetlight:  Very dark at night --“hide ear
	Human Resource
	Physical Resources
	Community Based Organizations
	Vision
	Date
	History
	2003
	Food stamp stop
	Farmers move off land for mining
	Subsistence farming
	Farmers go on farm work to Canada.
	More shopping in Mandeville
	2000
	Fixed road
	1990s
	Pump placed between Content and Napierston.  Water was supplied from Chantilly
	1980s
	Electricity
	Farm work Programme
	1970s
	Orange farm changed over to dairy farm.  Less employed only 3 persons from area worked there.
	Road cut and gravelled
	More farmers
	Alcan Manchester Pastures farming done.  Oranges.  People were employed from as far as Montego Bay to work.  Oranges supplied Bog Walk.
	40s-50s
	Walk to Williamsfield for shopping.  It was a little town.
	Health care for Hope Village at the Catholic Place
	
	Banana Ground Timeline


	Issues
	
	Pairwise Ranking


	Water
	Fixing H.C.
	Completion of Centre
	Bad Roads
	Water
	W
	W
	W
	Fixing of H.C
	W
	H.C
	H.C
	Completion of C. Centre
	W
	H.C
	R
	Bad roads
	W
	H.C
	R
	Water
	Road repair
	Street light
	Playfield
	Water
	W
	W
	W
	Road repairs
	W
	S.L
	P
	Street light
	W
	S.L
	P
	Playfield
	W
	P
	P.
	Results
	
	
	
	
	Rank/Prioritize = water is the main issue





	Discussion
	Street light.  There needs to be proper light post for electricity.  People share light, hence too many wires corroding.
	Playfield.  There is no playfield or community centre for youngsters.  People contend that the government lands in Cow Pen, which were sold, would have been the ideal place for a playing field and community centre.
	Community Centre.  The need for a community centre and sporting facilities: football fields and netball courts.  This can offer employment.  Community persons can cut the field and be in charge of general maintenance
	Community Based Organization
	Human Resources
	Natural Resources
	Physical Resources
	Farming Produce
	Skills, Responsibilities of Women:
	
	Youth/Childrens’ Vision for the Future
	Community: Bombay



	Issues
	Community Based Organizations
	Churches
	Schools
	Discussion Sheet
	Need for Justice of the Peace.  People have to tr
	Need for Community Organization.  The other groups only focus on one area.  Need something to bring everyone together.
	Need Street Signs.  Need speed limit to be 30 mil
	Need for Community Centre.   There are 2 pieces of government land in Virginia where the community centre can be built.
	Crime.  Minor praedial larceny.  JAS group should have wardens from this area.
	Findings.  Allison should be a part of Bombay.  Top & Bottom Allison is a part of/adjoining district.  Not a part of Spalding.
	
	Bombay Mobility Map
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	Migration.  About 20 persons have left the area p
	Need a Community organization, youth club or any other organization (JAS) to access things needed.
	Need water tank:  Persons can give a piece of lan
	Need Clinic:  With doctor once or twice a week -- but need a trained nurse everyday.
	Need road fixing/maintenance:  Reason “any can ta
	Need public communication:  No cellular, not everyone can afford it.  Run the telephone lines so persons can have access.
	Garbage collection service:  Approximately 2 year
	
	Free Town Timeline
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