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1 LOCATION AND COMMUNITY COMPOSITION 
 

1.1 Location and Extent   

The Cross Keys DA lies along the southern edge of the Manchester 
Plateau (Figures DA6-1 and DA6-2) between Alligator Pond to the 
west and Asia to the east.  It includes much of the Canoe Valley coast.   
 

Figure DA 6-1  View from the edge of the Manchester Plateau, Cross Keys DA  
 

Cross Keys is sparsely populated with majority of settlement being in 
Cross Keys Proper, Broughton and Grove Town.  The main settlements 
are concentrated along major routes at an elevation of about 2,000 
feet.  A few other scattered settlements, Plowden Hill, Rest Store 
(Restore), Morley (Marlie) Hill, Cocoa Walk and Resource, lie at lower 
elevations.  Although cultivation extends down to 1,000 feet in a few 
places, the escarpment of the plateau and the coast are unpopulated. 

1.2 Current Community/District Definitions 

1.2.1 SDC Community Definition. As presently identified by the 
SDC and the MPDC, the Cross Keys Development Area includes four 
communities and 16 districts: 
 Cross Keys: Cross Keys Proper, Lang Syne, New Broughton, 

Restore, Salmon Town;  
 Plowden: Plowden Proper, Mt. Endeavour, Pass, Pound, Thatch 

Walk; 
 Grove Town: Grove Town Proper, Cocoa Walk, Resource, 

Smithfield, Warwick; 
 Marlie Hill: Marlie Hill.  

1.2.2 Communities formerly included: unknown. 

1.2.3 Relation to Enumeration Districts (EDs). The overall DA 
boundaries generally follow 1991 ED boundaries (Figure DA6-2).  
Note that ED S20 should be split between Newport and Cross Keys. 

1.2.4 Relation to Parish Council Divisions.  Most of the Cross Keys 
DA lies in the Grove Town Parish Council Division (Figure 2-8).  

1.2.5 Relation to Other Area Definitions.  Based on the 1970-1990 
National Physical Plan, the Town Planning Department (TPD) 
identified Cross Keys as a growth center. The boundaries may be 
similar to those of the 1991 Census Special Area (Figure DA6-2).  The 
DA is three to four times as large as the Special Area.   

1.2.6   Criteria for Development Area Definition. (See Chapter 2.)  
Residents are focused on Cross Keys and Mandeville for services. 

1.2.7   Potential Changes in DA Boundaries.  Salmon Town is 
considered part of the DA; 1991 EDs S25 and S26 need to be added.  

1.3 Settlement History  

1.3.1 Names of Places & People.  The name Cross Keys has a 
number of reputed origins, one of which may be that from the site you 
“look across cays.”  
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It is said that Rest Store (now Restore) got its name from a building at 
the top of the hill where travelers on foot from Alligator Pond could 
set down their bags and rest.  The building eventually became a store.   
 
2 SOCIAL CONDITIONS 

2.1 Demographics   

2.1.1    Population Size and Change.  The DA population in 1991 was 
approximately 4,000 (Table DA6-1).  Of this total, about half, 2,077, 
lived the Cross Keys Special Area.  This was a 6.6% increase over 
1982 (1,949), a growth rate similar to other rural growth centers.   

Local people estimate that Grove Town still has a population of more 
than 2000.  However, (although the areas represented by the EDs are 
not comparable from 1991 to 2001), STATIN’s analysis (Table DA6.2) 
shows that there was a dramatic change over the most recent inter-
censal period, with a 0.72% decline in population.   

The area has always been sparsely populated but is clearly losing its 
relative share of Manchester’s population.  The Cross Keys Special 
represented 1.4% of Manchester's population in 1982.  The share 
dropped slightly to 1.3% in 1991 but by 2001 it represented only 
0.89% of the parish total.  

Table DA6-1  Cross Keys Development Area, Population by Enumeration District, 1991 

POPULATION 1991 
ED 

1991 
SA DA COMMUNITY FEMALE MALE TOTAL 

 
HA 

1991 
POPDENS 

 
RESERVED FOR 2001 CENSUS DATA 

S25  11-08 Salmon Town    

S26  11-08 Salmon Town    

S68  11_08  245 267 512 273 1.88

S69  11_08  220 175 395 570 0.69

S70  11_08  233 220 453 1926 0.24

S71  11_08  115 120 235 126 1.87

S72  11_08  227 196 423 94 4.52

S73  11_08  191 192 383 92 4.17

S74  11_08  259 240 499 154 3.25

S75   10 11_08  244 259 503 164 3.07

S76   10 11_08  114 112 226 93 2.42   

S77   10 11_08  223 194 417 226 1.85

S78   10 11_08  159 192 351 163 2.15   

S79  11_08  127 142 269 1342 0.20

S80  11_08  117 164 281 524 0.54

S81  11_08  173 192 365 416 0.88

S82   10 11_08  296 284 580 587 0.99

S83  11_08  263 252 515 320 1.61

S84  11_08  223 231 454 125 3.62

S85  11_08  248 279 527 168 3.14   

S86  11_08  248 276 524 487 1.08

    3925 3987 7912 7848 1.01   

Source:  STATIN
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The TPD reported that in 1991, the 0-30 year age group represented 
70% of the population, the 30-60 age group 20% and the 60-90 age 
group 10%. This suggests a high level of out-migration.  Comparison 
with the 2001 Census figures is not yet possible, but it would seem 
that this trend has been accelerating.   

            Cross Keys - Population Projections (1991-2015) 
Sex  1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 
Male 1041 1067 1101 1135 1171 08 

2.6.1 Schools.  There are eight schools that serve the Cross Key DA, 
one high school, 5 basic schools and two primary schools. They are: 

Female 1036 1070 1113 1158 1205 
Total 2007 2137 2114 2293 2376 
SOURCE: TPD 
 
2.2 Gender Issues    
Several communities spoke of the predominance of women who do 
not work outside the home.  The general lack of employment is 
reinforced by an expectation that women stay at home and look after 
the house, although wives may accompany husbands on the farm.  

2.3 Mobility 
Cross Keys resident are strongly oriented to Mandeville and Newport. 

2.4 Migration Patterns 
The development area faces a high level of migration of young people 
in the 18-26 age group seeking a better life. This has robbed the 
community of its energy for development. 

“There is a high level of migration as people seek for “the better life”.  This … 
robs the community of its energy for development, as generally it is those 
persons who are best able to contribute to the development process [who are] 
leaving to the so-called “greener pastures. It should be noted too that many of 
those who migrated, though they take pride in sending remittances to their 
families from wherever they are, seldom choose to resettle in these areas 
when they retire.”  (A statement by the Principal of the Grove Town Primary 
School in his presentation paper to the Ministry of Education.) 

2.5 Health and Disability 
No information was provided on health problems except for concern 
about the elderly and about teenage pregnancy. The community of 
Grove Town would appreciate some sort of home health care to assist 
the elderly persons who are unable to move freely or can’t afford to 

pay transportation to Cross Keys.  Residents of Warwick estimate that 
some 15% of teens between 16 and 18 get pregnant for no particular 
reason. A young community person said, “it is a personal choice, 
however, some get the chance to go back to school after having the 
baby.” 

2.6 Education 

-  Cross Keys High School 
-  St Joseph Basic School 
-  Smithfield Basic School 
-  Grove Town Primary School 
-  Grove Town Basic School 
-  Wind Hill Basic School 
-  New Broughton Primary School 
-  New Broughton Infant 

Residents of Warwick expressed the need for a purpose-built basic 
school, which is presently held in the Church Hall. 

2.6.2 Enrollment and Attainment.  Information is not available.  
However, based on the level of concern expressed about literacy 
(below), a high dropout rate is probable.  Cross Keys residents 
identified as priority social problems the need for improvement in 
education, indisciplined behaviour and functionally illiterate children.  

In Grove Town, one community person said “in earlier days children 
use to go to school but now all they do is steal and become idlers.  
These young people fall between the 16-20 age group.”  Some of the 
parents are said to be irresponsible and not accountable for their 
children because there is no way a child should tell his or her parent 
he or she is not going to school.  Some parents are having financial 
problems and cannot afford to further their children’s education, a 
problem repeated in Smithfield.  

2.6.3 Literacy.  There is a general recognition that the level of 
illiteracy is high, among young males.  (One Smithfield resident said 
that young males are unable to reason at the local shops when they 
are sent to buy things, which leads to conflict at times.) 
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2.6.4 Skill Training.  The skills centre in Cross Keys used to train 
persons in the following areas: Dressmaking, Masonry, Carpentry and 
Home Economics.  The centre is now closed, persons who would like 
to gain a skill have nowhere near to go; they either have to go to 
Newport or Ebony Park Academy in Tollgate, Clarendon.   

2.7 Occupation, Skills, Economic and Employment Status 

2.8.1 Employment.  All the communities with the development area 
spoke on the issue of unemployment, especially for the youth who 
have finished school. In Salmon Town, persons have up to 5 CXC 
passes and no jobs. 

In Grove Town “employment opportunities … are almost non-existent 
as there are no factories or business enterprises that can offer 
employment opportunities to the populace, so most persons are self-
employed.  Those who have acquired skills and professional training 
are generally employed outside of the area.”   

In Marlie Hill “many young people between the ages of 18-35 are 
unemployed (especially females, because male tend to get work more 
than females) and most of them are educated.”  

In Warwick, “both young and old have to do farming for a living.  Due 
to the fact that construction is slow in the district person have to go out 
and search for jobs.  Other unskilled persons do not see the need to 
learn a skill because to them it doesn’t make any sense.” 

In Smithfield, [unemployment] affects persons in all age groups. If 
persons living in the community even find a job in Mandeville, it is 
not worth it because salary goes back into taxi fare and lunch; hence 
people migrate from the district to other parishes and other countries 
to seek employment, especially the women.  The men normally stay 
and do farming.” 

2.8.2 Occupations and Skills.  The following is a composite list of 
skills possessed by residents of the Cross Keys communities. They are 
regarded as valuable human resources:  
-  Principals (3+), Teachers (27) 
-  Farmers (approx. 40),  
 
 

-  District Constables, Police (8) 
-  Domestic Help,  
-  Supermarket attendants and shopkeepers (20) 
- Higglers, approx (15),  
- Carpenters, Mason, Mechanics (3), Contractors (3),  
- Taxi drivers (15), 
- Policemen (8), Firemen (2), 
- Welders (12), 
- Hairdressers (3). 

Other communities listed similar skills and added the following: bank 
manager, pharmacist, nurse, accountant, treasurer, deacons, lay 
minister, pastor, bus drivers, joiners, dressmakers, tailors, shoemaker, 
singers, bank tellers, skilled laborers, electricians, plumbers, tiler, sales 
representatives, higglers/vendors, gardener, broom maker, auto 
mechanic/bodywork men, painters, firemen, cashiers, returning 
residents.  One works at the Clerk of the Court’s Office in Mandeville.  
About 5% of those employed are kitchen mechanics – so-called 
maybe because persons are prejudiced against working for people.   
2.8.2 Training Opportunities.  The centre in Cross Keys used to 
train persons in the following areas: Dressmaking, Masonry, Carpentry 
and Home Economics.  The centre is now closed.  Persons who would 
like to gain a skill have nowhere near to go and must either go to 
Newport or Ebony Park Academy in Tollgate, Clarendon.   

Another major problem is that persons who have been trained before 
have left the area in order to seek jobs and have not returned.  Now 
there is no one in the area to pass on these skills to the younger ones. 

2.9 Housing 

Housing was not an area of concern during data gathering, although in 
common with other DAs, there is a need for additional housing. 

2.10 Crime   

The DA is badly affected by praedial larceny, especially of goats and 
ground provisions, and break-ins, including shop breakings.  No 
participants in the interventions reported domestic violence as a 
problem and several districts were described as peaceful.   
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3 ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS 

3.1 Topography 

The plateau slopes gradually from about 2,250 feet at Salmon Town 
and 2,000 feet at Cross Keys to the lowest placed community, Marlie 
Hill, at 1,250 feet.  Below this elevation, the escarpment becomes 
steeper, reaching the coastal plain at approximately sea level. 

3.2 Geology and Soils 

White limestone underlies almost the entire DA except for the 
alluvium and mangroves of Canoe Valley and Alligator Pond.  Most of 
the DA is covered by Crane Sand, fertile and versatile with little 
susceptibility to erosion (Figure DA6-3).  Other soils are 
predominantly clay loams (Agualta Clay Loam and Holland), with 
Caymanas Sand along the Canoe Valley coast.1    

 
1 NOTE:  These soil types here were identified by a study that succeeded the 1964 Land 
Use and Soil Report and differ significantly with the earlier document. 

3.3 Climate and Hydrology   

South Manchester, especially the coastal strip has a dry climate.  With 
no surface drainage and extremely permeable "red bauxite" soil over 
White Limestone, the area is heavily dependent on catchment of 
rainfall and often suffers from drought.   

The climate in the Newport area, further north on the South 
Manchester plateau has been altered by bauxite mining and the 
associated removal of trees, which formerly attracted rainfall, slowed 
percolation and broke the force of the drying coastal winds.  It is not 
clear whether the Cross Keys area has been similarly affected. 

3.4 Vegetation 

The Southern Plateau was at one time covered with forest.  Only a few 
remnants now exist, mainly along the western edge of the plateau and 
along Sixteen-Mile Gully (Figure DA6-4).  Most of the escarpment is 
covered with semi-deciduous forest, evergreen drought-deciduous 
scrub and succulents and lowland seasonal evergreen forest. 

3.5 Environmental Issues   

The principal environmental issue is the lack of water and where to 
access additional supply (Section 7, below).  No other environmental 
issues were raised during the intervention and workshop.  However, 
local stewardship and management of Canoe Valley needs attention.  
Figure DA6-5 shows that the coastal region is susceptible in several 
areas to floods and landslides and has also felt significant earthquakes 
centered on Canoe Valley and Warwick. 

3.6 Understanding of Environmental Matters 

There was little discussion of the environment during the 
interventions, beyond the natural preoccupation with drought and an 
appreciation of the high quality of the soils.  The following timeline, 
put together by Grove Town residents indicates a broader sensitivity.  

Date History 
1960s Less pollution (plastic bottles)  
1970s More chemicals in the soil and importation of plastic bottles 
1980s Increasing chemicals in the soil and importation of plastic bottles 
2001 Environmental education  
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4  HISTORY 

4.1 Land and Settlement 

Cross Keys is a farming area with a sparse population. The forested 
escarpment and the Canoe Valley wetlands restrict settlement to the 
undulating plateau. the plateau.  Population is somewhat concentrated 
in Cross Keys Proper, New Broughton, Grove Town and Warwick 
along the main road from Alligator Pond to Asia.  This  historic route 
forms the “spine” of the South Coast Heritage Trail proposed by the 
South Coast Sustainable Development Study. 

The low density development pattern is being reinforced by new and 
often large houses reflecting the numbers of returning residents.  In 
Smithfield it was observed that “The returning residents are the ones 
that have built up the area.  It is even said that the nature of the 
community has changed, some saying that it is rich.” 

4.2 Ownership/Tenure   

Persons within the community do not have proper title for the land 
they own. Reasons might be because family land is usually passed 
down to other family members without any legal document. However 
75% of the lands are owned by community members and 25% are 
owned between the bauxite companies and the government. 

4.3 Historic Features  

Cross Keys DA residents are 
aware of an Old Slave House 
in Grove Town, the remains of 
a slave house in Warwick and 
the imposing New Broughton 

 
BOX DA6.1   Article on South Manchester, The  Gleaner, 1984 

A call has been made by Member of Parliament, Mr. Lloyd Bent for South 
Manchester to be declared a disaster area.  Making his presentation to the Sectoral 
Debate in the House of Representatives, Wednesday, Mr. Bent declared that the 
people lived in abject poverty because of years of poor representation and lack of 
sensitivity on the part of successive Governments.  … Water shortage stalked the 
land with a shortage of basic food supply, which had been a norm for many years.
Children had to travel miles for secondary and technical education; employment 
sources almost nil; shopkeepers and householders Iive in fear as business places 
were held up and robbery with aggravation took place, he related.  … .   

"We still have the sea and fishing community which is run down and almost 
dead.  The pimento is still, low, the fruit trees no more.  The drought is worse, th
sisal plant is no more, the coffee pulping plant is no more," he 

e 
said. 

ay 

 

"Markets no longer exist; one in Cross Keys, is completely down, as is the one in 
Alligator Pond.  Bad roads stalk the interior of the constituency to the extent that 
the very stones on which I recall butting my toes as I hurried to the woodlands 
school are still showing their threatening features after some 30 years.  “In all 
seriousness, due to human poverty in all facets of social and economic life, I call 
upon this House to deem South Manchester a disaster area, an area crying out for 
help," he said. 

Mr. Bent … called for a proper land census to be done speedily on under-utilised 
lands in his constituency so that they could be considered for the food sufficiency 
programme and that Agro 2l, the JNIP and other agencies shouId come to the aid 
of the constituents in this regard.  Mr. Bent spoke of the problems with basic 
foods distribution which had caused food shortage in the constituency and called 
on the Minister of Industry and Commerce to deal with the matter urgently. 

"I must ask the Minister to tell those who seek price increases that they must
consider the very poor when they consider their profit margin.” 

Mr. Bent requested the construction of playing fields at vantage points and 
nity centres where people could get training to 
no youth training programme in place, many 
ost abandoned and a limited number of pl

rom Insports in his constituency as far too 
h well-needed skills which could be taught in 
enters] closed because there were no 
were needed for Woodlands, Grove Town,
astle, Pratville, Rose Hill, and Victoria Town 
United Church (Figure DA6-5).  
However, the DA actually 
contains a much wider array of 
features along the proposed 
Heritage Trail (see Figure DA6-6 and Chapter 5, Figure 5-10.) 

4.4 Disasters  

No disasters were recorded in the communities’ timelines. However,  
drought often has disastrous effects (see Box DA6.1).  

construction and repairs of commu
meet the adult world.  [T]here was 
of the community centers were alm
fields existed. 

He said that he sought more input f
many people sat in head offices wit
the community centers.  [Instead, c
instructors or supervisors.  Repairs 
Snowden, Frankfield, Campbell's. C
[community centers], he said. 
 

Figure DA6-5  New Broughton United Church  
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Table DA6-3  Cross Keys Timeline  
Year Event / Recollection / Condition 
1930 The Cross Keys land was sold for Land Settlement, leaving two Valleys, Great Valley and Canoe Valley; 23 acres of land was also left for a community 

cemetery and a community center at Cross Keys. 
The Light on the Hill was the name of the first school in Grove Town, which later burned down. 1940 

 The Coffee Board of Jamaica built a coffee factory at Cocoa Walk. 
Houses were made form dirt and wood -- called “Spanish Wall.” 
Mr. Kavanaugh was a rich Jamaican who owned the 37-acre Air Pen property.  Mr. Kavanaugh employed about 20 persons per day from Plowden and 
Malvern, (Mr. Kavanaugh is from Malvern).  Workers were paid 1 and six pence to work. 

1940s 

Mr. Kavanaugh had a truck called the “Federal Truck” this truck would take farm produce to Kingston, however, it is said that the roads were so bad in 
Plowden that men had to carry hoes, machetes, and pick axe, to break stones in the road for the truck to pass. 

1958 Mr. Kavanaugh sold the property to Reynolds company in 1958.  They used it for cattle rearing. The land was further sold to ALCOA.   
1960 Community use to have picnic on holidays, especially at Christmas time.  Churches also use to endorse the event complementing it with concerts. 

Lands were owned by two families; the Hewitts who owned North Hill Property and the Thompsons.   
1960 A lot of people sold their lands and migrated to England.  Land sold for 75 pounds per acre.  The cost to travel to England at that time was also 75 pounds.    

Persons had no time for relaxation.  One community person said that “since there wasn’t any pension or any assistance given to the elderly, persons had to 
work”.  Hence the only relaxation was “old age leading to sickness and then death.” 

1960s 

Bauxite bought out the lands in Smithfield. 
1962-68 Street dances were used to celebrate independence.  Some persons were not educated as to what independence meant, so they broke a lot of laws. 
1969 Electricity came to New Broughton. 
1970 The Grove Town and Smithfield communities got light in this year. 
1970 There was political upheaval in the community; both parties were competing for power.  The cost of living came down;  $1 could lunch one person. 

Michael Manley brought the Project Land Lease to the Smithfield community and this lasted for only 5 years due to bad management . 
Mr. Lenny’s bus was popular.  People had to wake early to catch the bus at 5:00 a.m. in the mornings if they were traveling.  Because it passed so early it 
was called ‘Duppy Bus”.  If persons did not catch the Duppy Bus, they would catch Captain Special at 7;00 a.m. 

1970s 
 

ALCOA leased the Air Pen property to the government who in turn leased it to the community under the Project Land Lease.  162 farmers benefited.    
The JLP won the election. 1980 
Taxis started operating in the Smithfield district.  However, these taxis did not go straight to Kingston.  If an individual wanted to go to Kingston they had to 
take a taxi to either Toll Gate or Mandeville and then some form of transportation from there to Kingston.    

1980s Street dances became very unpopular within the community because of the violence that started affecting Jamaica; people started being afraid.  
1990 Grove Town Community very poor. 
1993 People within the community started losing interest in politics; people had more house parties; and more praedial larceny crept in. 
1995 Woodlands Primary School, Salmon Town, won an all island cricket competition.  As a result a grant was given to start building Woodlands Basic School. 
1996 The Cocoa Walk Farmer’s Group was formed by the concern of citizen Glen Andelyn Pitter.  Eighty four farmers were registered. 
1998 In 1998, the Secretary and Mr. Pitter had consultation with the Prime Minister’s Advisor at Jamaica House re: National Poverty Eradication Programme for 

farmers in Cocoa Walk.  $400,000 was granted by the Prime Minister.  This money was monitored by RADA to help with the needs identified by farmers.   
1999 The Cocoa Walk Farmers Group broke down. 
2000 Grove Town Community extra poor. 
2002 The main road was resurfaced. 
2002 The Cocoa Walk Farmers Group re-started with twenty-eight members between the age group 30 to 65 years old. 
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5 CULTURE 

5.1 Music, Entertainment and Games 
In the 1970s, picnics were the popular celebration at Air Pen in 
Plowden.  It would cost you one penny or threepence to enter the 
grounds.  Games were cricket and football.  Balls were made from 
leather or sometimes Alcan and Port Kaiser gave a ball to the players. 

5.2 Medicines 
When any one is sick they used to bush remedies; leaf of life for 
cold; method:  pick a few leaves and boil then drink as a tea or just 
chew on the leaf or wrap in a piece of cloth beat and squeeze, add a 
little salt to the juice and then drink it. 
Rosemary bush is used for fever; method: boil and use the water to 
bathe the person with fever.   
Black joint bush is used for pain in the joint; method: boil and use to 
sap the area of pain. 

5.3 Food   
Cassava was grown on a large scale and had many uses.  Preparation: 

Grate the cassava 
Place it in the cassava bag “made from thatch” 
Put the bag with the cassava under the “cassava press”  
Place about 5-6 big stones on top of the press 
Set a bowl to catch the squeezed out juice 
When the juice has been squeezed out, put the cassava to dry. 

The dry cassava is used to make bammy; the juice was sued to make 
porridge, which was also a tonic and could be also used as starch.    

5.4 Crafts 
Beds:  Cut some bed grass and put it to dry; get a piece of calico sew 
up three sides; Use the dry grass and stuff the calico bag then sew it.  
This would be the mattress.  The bed frame is made from pieces of 
sticks levelled down with a machete.  Note: a bed could hold up to 
nine persons.  This was comfortable “dan any posture pedic mattress.”     

How houses were built:  Persons went in the bushes to cut some wood 
and gather some limestones.  Stones that are flint cannot melt and so 

only limestone was collected.  The person whose house was being 
built would plan a “Morning Sport” (where only coffee and food is 
served—no one gets pay).   

Making the charcoal stilt / skill (kiln) 
Use some dry wood and make a funnel on the ground 
Pack the remaining wood around the funnel in a circle 
Put the stones on top of the wood 
Light the funnel and leave it to burn until the stones are melted. 

Building the house using white lime and dirt:  The white lime from the 
skill was mixed with dirt (top soil is not used) and water, using a hoe 
and long sticks, until it became glammy.  The frame of the house was 
made from wood.  The mixture of dirt and lime would be flashed on to 
the frame with the hands -- no “spade or any other modern-day tools 
were around.  Roofs were made from thatch. 

Building a house from sticks:  This type of house was common among 
those who could not afford white lime. 

Persons would go to the bush to cut sticks that were flexible 
Dig holes in the ground place the larger post in them 
Use the sticks and plat them together as if you are making a basket 
(this becomes the wall of the house) 
Use thatch to make the roof. 

5.5 Clothes 
Clothes were made from gabardine, terylene, jeans and wool.  
Readymade jeans were not around; you had to buy the material and 
give to a tailor.   

Popular shoes were “crep” and “shampata;” shampata was made from 
tyre.  How to make it—(1) cut a piece of tyre; (2) get a strong piece of 
cloth; (3) bore three holes in a triangular fashion, i.e., one hole 
between the big toe and the other to the sides of your feet;  (4) push the 
string and through each hole and then make knots to prevent it from 
coming through; (5) you are now ready to go partying. 
 
Folklore and Stories. There is a section of Marlie Hill that called 
“Candoes Hand,” it is said that it was named after a 
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mischievous/rebellious slave, it was also mentioned that Candoe’s 
hands was tied to a horse by the slave master, the horse was whipped 
sending him and the horse down the road.  On the journey Candoe’s 
hands pulled out of his shoulder and fell to the ground, a man passing 
saw the hand and said, “but nuh Candoe hand dis”, from then that spot 
is called Candoes Hand. 

6  SOCIAL ORGANIZATION 

6.1 Community Organizations and Leadership 

Grove Town residents portrayed the decline of community as follows: 

Date History 
1940-1960 Wide access to community centres.  The centre used to 

entertain fairs, dance and cricket matches.  
1960-present The community is presently in a dying mood; there is no 

longer access to the community centre.  Community 
persons play table tennis at Liberty Hall Community 
Centre, or dominoes 

 
The DA residents recognize the need for better social organization and 
activities to bring the communities, youth and farmers together.  In 
Smithfield residents believe the community can develop harmoniously: 
 If people are grouped;  
 More emphasis is placed on early childhood education; and 
 If there are more community-based activities, e.g. football, to 

provide activities for young persons in the district. 

DA Workshop participants proposed building the community center 
and revitalizing the youth club.  “Yeah man, this can put up at Air Pen 
as nuff government land up deh.  Add a playfield cause wi nuh have no 
weh fi play, an a nuff talented youth deh bout.” The first action is to 
form a management committee (with representatives from churches, 
schools, health centre, police, PTA.Youth, JAS, MEPA, SDC, RADA).  

6.2 Political Units and Representation   

There was little discussion of political representation.  However, 
several districts’ Venn Diagrams (indicating the relative importance and 

accessibility of agencies and organizations), suggested that political 
representatives are perceived as distant and relatively ineffective. 

6.3 Summary: Principal Social Problems and Needs; Vision  

There is a critical need for a Justice of the Peace in the DA. “There are 
none in the community; people have to go to Mandeville, where 
sometimes the JP does not know you, so can’t get certified.  Three 
petitions were sent to the Custos ten years ago and another has been 
sent recently but none granted.”    

7  COMMUNITY PLANNING AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

7.1 Land Use   

Agriculture is by far the dominant land use in Cross Keys.  There are 
several patches of agricultural lands scattered over the growth center.  
The majority of land space however is occupied by scrub.  There are 
few commercial activities in the DA and the bulk of them occur in and 
immediately around the Cross Keys town center. 

7.2 Land Tenure 

In Grove Town, most of the land is locally owned (“only 10 persons in 
the community do not own their own lands”) but people lack proper 
title to the land they own.  The reason may be that family land is 
usually passed down to other family members without legal 
documents.  One person thinks, “the relevant authorities can keep 
meetings within the community to address how to go about getting 
land documents because community persons are unaware as to how to 
go about getting their proper land titles.”   
 

Grove Town appears to be the exception as government and the 
bauxite industry control a majority of the land in the DA.  In Smithfield 
and Restore, residents estimate that the bauxite company controls 70% 
of the land and community people own the rest.  In New Brought, the 
estimate is 40% local, 40% bauxite and 20% Government.  In Restore 
75% of the lands are owned by community members, while 25% are 
shared between bauxite, government, and land lease. 
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7.4 Community Facilities 

This growth center has a Type 3 Health Center, a Post Office, a 
Community Center, a Courthouse, a PC Bank branch and a Police 
Station.  These structures are in fair condition and the services offered 
are relatively good.  The Police Station serves 21 districts.   The number 
of personnel is inadequate, 
although the crime rate is 
relatively low and mainly 
domestic in nature.  The 
station needs repair and the 
facilities are in poor 
condition.  Cross Keys also 
has a library, which needs 
upgrading (Figure DA6-7). 

 

The health center was in “a deplorable condition” but was recently 
improved.  Some residents noted that with the opening of health 
centers in Cross Keys and Asia, people had a choice and no longer had 
to go to Newport.  Others, notably in Grove Town, note a need for 
“some sort of home health care for the elderly persons who are unable 
to move freely or pay transportation to go into Cross Keys.”   

In Marlie Hill residents say they need a health centre or an office where 
a doctor can visit even once per month to take care of the old age 
people who cannot make it to the health centre in Cross Keys. 

Cross Keys residents say they need a community centre—one good 
centre can serve all the districts in Cross Keys.  Other districts, such as 
Restore and Grove Town concur and propose that the center and the 
former training center associated with it need to be restarted.     

7.4 Infrastructure Planning.   

7.4.1 Water.  The Cross Keys area has always been a dry and 
drought-prone area. In Plowden “persons have been suffering from no 
water since as far back to the earlier days” (Figure DA6-8).  

The farmers depend on rainfall, 
preparing fields during drought to have 
them ready when rains come.  It is said 
that May-June are the wet months so 
persons plant crops to catch the weather.    

Traditionally, communities, have stored 
rainwater in catchments and tanks for 
domestic purposes.  Persons without 
tanks have to transport water by carrying 
on their heads, donkey, bicycle or three-
wheel cart.   Increasingly, however, 
catchments and storage tanks seem to 
have become less popular.  In Plowden, 
“today very few persons have tanks and 
so those who don’t have tanks, beg 
water from the ones that have.”   

Figure DA6-8  Water supply 
solutions in Cross Keys 

Figure DA6-7  The Cross Keys 
Library and Courthouse 

Domestic Water Supply.   Grove Town residents complain of 
unreliable water supply from the National Water Commission.  They 
have to keep paying the water bill although “the water comes and goes 
with no form of regularity or reliability.”  Similarly, in Smithfield, 
residents say “If water does come in the pipe it is usually after 1 a.m. 
and is gone by 4 a.m.” 
Buck Up residents say: “Wi get wata from di Rapid Response truck but 
it nuh come often, so most time wi beg wata from some people weh 
ave tank or wait pon rainfall, true dat di farming nuh so hot, wi ave it 
hard.  We get water, we have everything.” 

Possible Water Sources.  At the DA Workshop, participants identified 
an increase in storage tanks as a solution, but only for the short term.  
There is a sense of urgency to identify possible water sources and 
determine their feasibility.   Possible sources are:  
- Air Pen ; Blenheim, a cave between Wigton and Mt. Forest, possible 

spring(s) at Calabash Bay; 
- Canoe Valley (probably unsuitable due to ecological sensitivity) ; 
- Pump Station at Victoria Town; 
- Parish Tank at Pound.  
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7.4.2 Power and Communications.  Residents of Grove Town, New 
Broughton, Thatch Walk/Duncan and Cocoa Walk all noted the need 
for landline telephone.  In Grove Town residents noted:  
- There are no landlines, although most persons own a cellular.   
- One community person said “It is necessary to have more access to 

communication to reach necessary agencies e.g. the police station. 
- “Everyone has access to the internet and we would like it too.” 

Parts of some districts, Thatch Walk, Marlie Hill, Resource and 
Woodlands, lack electricity.  

7.4.3 Street Lights.  Almost all the communities and districts visited 
reported the need for streetlights, or more streetlights, including Cross 
Keys, Woodland, Grove Town, Salmon Town and Restore.  

7.4.4 Road Improvements and Transportation.  The main concerns 
are for improvements to roads off the main roads serving small districts 
and farmes, so farmers can get their goods out.   “Trucks run Sunday to 
Sunday taking goods to Town.”  Districts making a special point about 
road conditions were Resource, Porter Town, Thatch Walk, Plowden, 
Woodlands and Restore.  In Grove Town, residents trace the evolution 
of services and infrastructure as follows: 

Date History 
1960 Services were poor 
1970 Improved light, water, training centre, started to fix roads 
1980 Greater distribution of services 
1990 Roads worsen 
2000  Roads worsen

 
7.4.5 Commercial Development.  Residents of Restore include in 
their vision the reopening of the tool shop/pharmacy.  It would make 
life easier and save time now spent travelling to Porus and Mandeville. 
 
8 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

8.1 Agriculture  

By far the predominant economic activity and source of employment in 
the DA is farming. The main crops are tomato, pumpkin, cabbage, 

sweet potato, escallion, corn and peas. In some areas escallion is 
dominant -- about 75% of the crops.   

Farming Practices. Men mostly do farming, but frequently 
accompanied by their female companions.  In some places, such as 
Restore, residents say they solely depend on farming as their means of 
livelihood.  In others, such as Warwick, residents say they have to do 
farming as there are no longer any other jobs.  The Facilitators noticed 
that females, especially under 30 years of age, are active in farming. 

In Grove Town people say farming is spoiled by uncertainty as crops 
fail often from drought. There is no irrigation facility so the farmers 
have to be careful to plant during the rainy season.  Traditionally 
farming has been adapted to drought conditions as they have in St. 
Elizabeth.  Plowden farmers cut guinea grass and cover the seedlings or 
make padding around the root hoping that the rains will fall.  When it 
rains the grass holds the moisture and prevents the plant from dying 
before the next rain.  In Warwick wild ferns are used for mulching.   

Farmers are proud of the quality of their soils and their produce In 
Plowden where escallion is about 75% of what each farmer grows, 
residents claim that “even though St. Bess is said to grow the most 
escallion in the island, the ones grown in Plowden are of higher and 
better quality than St. Bess”, despite the availability of irrigation there. 

Table DA6-4 lists the range of crops grown in the DA.  Most are 
traditional crops, virtually unchanged from the 1960s in the 
recollection of some residents.  Some are newer crops being grown 
experimentally in Cocoa Walk.   However, farmers in almost every 
district say that, after water, the greatest need is for markets.   Grove 
Town, farmers expressed the evolution as follows: 

Date History  Solution 
1960 Good marketing Processing plant/ export outlet 
1970-
1980 

• Decline in marketing outlets 
• No proper supervision of 

benefits granted to farmers  

Provision for irrigation 

1990-
present  

No market because of influx of 
imported goods 
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Table DA6-4  Crops Grown in Cross Keys Communities
  Cocoa Walk Grove Town Plowden Resource Restore Salmon Town Smithfield Thatch Walk Warwick 
Traditional          
Escallion          
Pumpkins          
Gungu peas          
Sweet pepper          
Sweet potato          
Cucumber,          
Yam          
Pumpkin          
Cabbage          
Citrus          
Coffee          
Tomato          
Corn          
Melon          
Experimental          
Tomato varieties          
Pak Choy          
Cauliflower          
Lettuce          
Broccoli          
Spinach          
String beans          
Carrot          
Turnip          
Onion          
Fruit          
Banana          
Breadfruit          
Ackee          
Guava          
Orange          
Naseberry          
Tangerine          
Mango          
Coconut          
Pear          

 = Principal crop
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Plowden farmers say they need better arrangements for marketing.  
“Crops tend to spoil (especially tomatoes) when there is too much on 
the market and prices tend to fall.  People only come in the area to buy 
goods when they do not have it in supply.” Community members in 
Restore complain that “it is only on few occasions you might have 
export persons who come in and buy or trucks pass through.”  

Farmers on the Great Valley property say “We need the water and 
market so that we can pay our lease [to RADA].”  In Lang Syne farmers 
do not farm because too many imported goods mean no profit. “The 
Minister of Agriculture has turned a higgler in buying foreign products 
instead of representing farmers in Jamaica.” 

In Grove Town, there are a lot of farmers but they have no market. 
However, one person strongly believes that “there are idle lands in the 
community [that] could be sold to young persons so that they can do 
something for themselves, e.g. farm.  If there are marketing 
opportunities the community can survive.”   

Solutions:  Many farmers are recognizing that there is a “need for all 
farmers group to come together in South Manchester.”  “Farmers need 
to look at how we can market our own produce, … rotate crops and 
avoid too much of one crop on the market.”  Box DA6.2 shows the 
plan of action for marketing produce developed at the DA Workshop. 

One experiment in collaboration and diversification has started.  The 
Cocoa Walk Farm Project proposes to rehabilitate historic tanks holding 
over 600,000 gallons of water and link them to an irrigation system for 
the farmers to help with the drought problem (Figure DA6-9).  
 

The Cocoa Walk Farmers Group is currently experimenting with 
lettuce, cauliflower, pak choy, tomatoes (15 types), broccoli, spinach, 
string beans, carrot, turnip and onion.   

There is a need for a storage facility as farmers have nowhere to store 
excess crops and are forced to give animals the excess.  Tomatoes are 
particularly subject to spoilage, say farmers in Buck Up. 

There is also a need for better farm roads and roads off the main road 
needs fixing so that farmers can get goods out.  “Trucks run Sunday to 
Sunday taking goods to Town.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOX DA6-2  Issue: Lack of market for agricultural produce 

Main Causes:  
 Behaviour (individual)—farmers in the 
Farmer’s Group 
 Lack of information—Re: RADA 
marketing department 
 One crop farming 

Solutions:   
 Increase co-operation 
 Seek marketing information from 
RADA 
 Re-open Cross Keys Wholesale Market 
 Diversify crops (traditional) 

Actions: 
 Open communication and cooperation 
within the organization 
 Organizational strengthening (ongoing) 
 Lobby for opening of market (ongoing) 
 Timing the crops/research 
 Open communication with RADA 

Resources: 
 P.R.O. Farmers’ Group member 
 Extension Officer—RADA (Mr. Neville 
Henry) 
 MEPA and Farmers’ Group 
 Good soil quality 

Difficulties: 
 Lack of transportation, poor roads 
 Praedial larceny 
 Diseases 
 Natural disaster 
 Communication (lack of) 
 Co-operation (lack of) 
 Competition with imported goods 
 Bureaucracy (red tape) 

Actions to Overcome Difficulties: 
 Have dialogue with community 
persons 
 Neighborhood Watch 
 Training and development 
 Improve farm practices (soil 
management and pest and disease 
control etc) grading 
 Proper packaging of products 
 Change varieties of crops 
 Improve varieties 
 Plant crops that are more resistant 
 Plant crops resistant to seasonal 
changes 

 

Figure DA6-9 Cocoa Walk Tanks and Farmers 
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8.2 Economic Development Opportunities. 

Agriculture:  Farmers in several districts noted the need for 
diversification of crops and access to the export market. However, 
throughout the DA, from Salmon Town to Cocoa Walk, farmers have 
insufficient access to and communication with RADA and other sources 
of information regarding markets, new or niche crops, and, especially, 
drought-resistant crops suited to the local soil.  In Lang Syne, farmers 
suggest that marketing be linked with St. Elizabeth since some of the 
farmers in the community produce the same things.  In Smithfield, 
farmers propose having an organization like the Agriculture Market 
Corporation (AMC) in the community.  

Add further discussion of crops planted in the past and today, interest 
in “new” or “alternative” crops, new marketing arrangements, etc……… 
.………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Agro-Processing:  Grove Town residents propose a factory to pack for 
export and take the ‘seconds’ –fruits and crops rejected for export – to 
juices, etc. from mango, naseberry, ackee, tamarind, guinep, sweetsop, 
melon and soursop.  They also propose a (sweet) potato chip factory.  
In Smithfield people also see the need for more investors to come in 
the district to set up a fruit and vegetable canning factory.  

In Buck Up, one person suggested that having a factory could solve the 
problem of wastage (especially of tomatoes) and could make products 
like sauces or preserves.   

Add other ideas:……………………………………………………………………. 
….………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………  

Natural Products:  Add ideas for adding value to local products 
through processing and/or packing.  
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Ecotourism:  Add ideas for alternative (nature, agricultural, cultural, 
heritage) tourism to implement or expand the proposed South Coast 
Heritage Trail: …………………………………………………………………..  
.…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Other Self-Help Project or Business Ideas:  Lang Syne, Cross Keys:  
Need a factory so that people can gain employment, e.g., garment 
factory or a centre where skills can be learned. 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

8.3 Principal Impediments to Employment and Entrepreneurship. 
Literacy, improved education and skills training are priority needs to 
increase employment.  Other impediments are the need for more 
reliable water supply, outside investment and available land. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

8.4 Training and Support Needs. 

Residents would like to see the Cross Keys Community Center re-
opened offering: 
 Woodwork, mechanics, catering and electrical skills, computing, 

dressmaking, and home and family life.   
 An entertainment complex could also be added to the center. 
 A remedial class to address the problem of illiteracy.  (Need to take 

into consideration that using the name JAMAL might not appeal to 
citizens very well; it could be called Adult Literacy Programme.) 

…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
9 INDICATORS AND MEASURES OF SUSTAINABILITY 
(To be developed and added during further visioning and planning) 
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ANNEX B  Cross Keys Development Area Action Plan 
 
Community: Plowden  
Main Issue: Inadequate Supply of Water 
 

Solution Action Community 
Resources 

External 
Resources 

Difficulties 
Anticipated 

Activities to Overcome 
Difficulties 

Who is responsible 

• Identification of 
source(s) 

• Determine feasibility 
of source (s) 

• Possible sources 
- Air Pen 
- Canoe Valley 
- Blenheim 
- Cave between 
Wigton and Mt. 
Forest 

- Pump Station at 
Victoria Town 

- Parish Tank at Pound 
* 

- Calabash Bay 
possible spring (S) 

 
Short Term 
Community persons to 
have storage tanks 
--see (f) 
 
 

•  Send  Contact 
persons in the 
community (Mr. 
Albert 
Williams) 
Local 
information 

• Technical 
expertise 

• Financial 
resource 

• Non-response to 
communication 

• Feasibility study 
takes time (in 
excess of six months 
won’t get priority 

   treatment) 

• In letters include: 
contact names, phone # 
as much information as 
possible 

• Re-feasibility: local 
people provide as much 
basic information as 
possible 

• Re: priority treatment 
• A need to demonstrate 

that community is making 
progress in information 
gathering 

• Lobby through M.P. and 
Councillor 

• Willingness of 
communication to provide 
“sweat equity” in relation 
to Parish Tank and Pump 
Station 

• SDC/CDO 
• Plowden Primary PTA 
• JAS Group/Thatch 

Walk 
• Plowden JAS 
• Mr. A Williams 
• Mr. R. Cassells 
• E. McCatty 
• D. McCatty 
• T. McCatty 
• R. McCatty    
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Community: Cocoa Walk/Marlie Hill 
Issue: Need Market for Agricultural Produce 

 

Main Cause Solution Action Community 
Resources 

External 
Resources 

Difficulties 
Anticipated 

Activities to Overcome 
Difficulties 

Who is 
Responsible 

• Lack of 
information—
Re: RADA 
marketing 
department 

• Behaviour 
(individual)—
farmers in the 
Farmer’s 
Group 

• One crop 
farming 

• Co-operation 
• Seek marketing 

information 
from RADA 

• Re-open Cross 
Keys Wholesale 
Market 

• Diversification 
of crops 
(traditional) 

• To open 
communication and 
cooperation within 
the organization 

• Organizational 
strengthening 
(ongoing) 

• Lobby for opening 
of market (ongoing 

• Timing the 
crops/research 

• To open 
communication 
with RADA 

• P.R.O. Farmer’s 
Group member 

• Extension 
Officer—RADA 
(Mr. Neville 
Henry 

• MEPA and 
Farmer’s Group 

• Good soil quality 

• SDC 
• Funding 

Agencies 
• Parish Council 
• Political 

Directorate 
• RADA 
• JAS 
• ASSP 
• CIDA 
• IDB 
• PDC 
• WRA 
• NWC 
• NIC 
• JSIF 
• JOAM 

• Lack of 
transportation  

• Co-operation 
• Natural disaster 
• Roads 
• Praedial larceny 
• Diseases 
• Lack of 

communication 
• Competition with 

imported goods 
• Bureaucracy (red 

tape) 

• Have dialogue with 
community persons 

• Training and 
development 

• Neighborhood watch 
• Improve farm practices 

(soil management and 
pest and disease control 
etc) grading 

• Proper packaging of 
products 

• Change varieties of 
crops 

• Improve varieties 
Plant crops that are 
more resistant 

• Plant crops resistant to 
seasonal changes  

• JAS—Cocoa 
Walk/Marlie 
Hill 

• MEPA 
• Youth Clubs 
• CBO’s 

Community: Cross Keys 
Social Issues 

Lack of employment opportunities        2 
Need market for agricultural produce        3 
Need for library to be equipped        4  
Need a community centre—one good centre can serve all the districts in Cross Keys    4 
Water                   1 
Streetlights          6 
road repair           5 

Issues Prioritized 
Water 
Lack of employment opportunities 
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Issue: Poor education/indiscipline 
 
Main cause Solution  Action Community 

Resources 
External 
Resources 

Difficulties 
anticipated 

Activities to overcome Who is 
responsible 

• Need improvement in 
education 

• Indiscipline behaviour 
• Children are 

functionally literate 
• Lack of water leads to 

low financing  

• Try to build the 
community centre 

• Revitalize youth 
club 

• Formulate a 
management 
committee 
(representative 
from all groups, 
churches, schools, 
health centre, 
police etc. P.T.A. 
Youth, JAS, MEPA, 
SDC, RADA) 

•  Headmaster of 
school—Mr. 
Skeffery,  

   Mr. Walters, Mr. 
Walker will meet to 
discuss and 

   Compile a list of all 
organizations 

•  Writing of letters 
targeting groups 
identified 

•  Hold a meeting 
with all these 
people—Re: planning 
of action  

•  Prioritize 
community needs 

  Getting people
to meeting 

  Plan for easiest simplest 
things first 

Time of meeting 
Impatience 
Building trust 
Lack of 
voluntarism 
People wanting 
money 

Don’t always have a set 
format for meetings 
Let them be aware of 
importance of the 
organization 
Give correct information 
on whether good or bad 

 

 
 
Community: Grove Town   
Issue: Poor education/indiscipline 
Main cause Solution  Action Community 

Resources 
External 
Resources 

Difficulties 
anticipated 

Activities to 
overcome 

Who is 
responsible 

No one to sign 
documents 

Identify persons (3) • Send letter to the 
Custos 

•  Find out if J.P 
(unofficial) is still 
interested—Mr. 
Reid 

Persons to 
write 
letters—
Nadine Daley 

Custos • Some persons are  
willing 

• Lack of 
communication/ 

  information 
• Persons 

willingness/ 
  unwillingness 

Show community more 
RESPECT 

• Club leaders-
-Lennox Hall, 
Nadine Daley 

•  Mrs. Higgins, 
Derrick 
Sandison and 
everyone  
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ANNEX C  INTERVENTION RECORD 
 
COMMUNITY: GROVE TOWN  
District: Warwick 

Warwick Yard is a property within the North Hill Division.  
Slaves owned this property.  The remains of the slave house are 
still there.  The slaves used to do farming for a living. 

Demographics:  The eldest person in the community is 90 years 
old.  Respondents believe that the 0-39 age group dominates the 
population.  However, they also report that persons in the age 
group 18-26 normally migrate, causing a brain drain.  

Issues 
• Irregularity of water supply/drought  
• Unemployment “need for jobs, no jobs available” 
• Teenage pregnancy 
• Need a basic school (school is presently held in Church Hall) 
• Need marketing for produce, especially tomato, sweet pepper 
• Praedial larceny 
• Need J.P. (all Areas) 

Why?   
 Parents can’t afford to further their childrens’ education 
 Pregnancies 
 Cost of transportation/distance and pay rates 

Discussion 
Unemployment:  Due to the fact that construction is slow in the 
district person have to go out and search for jobs.  Other 
unskilled persons do not see the need to learn a skill because to 
them it doesn’t make any sense. 

Both young and old have to do farming for a living. 

Teenage Pregnancy:  15% of teens between 16 and 18 get 
pregnant not because of any specific reason.  A young community 
person said, “it is a personal choice, however, some get the 
chance to go back to school after having the baby”. 

Praedial Larceny: The community is normally affected by 
persons who steal goats and ground provision.   
 

Break-ins: a number of shop breakings have happened in the 
district. 

Need for a Justice of the Peace:  “There are none in the 
community; people have to go to Mandeville to get the services of 
one—sometimes there are persons who don’t know you, so can’t 
get certified.  3 petitions were sent to the Custos 10 years ago, 
one has been sent recently—none granted.”    
 
Human Resources Female Male 
Shopkeepers   
Teachers   4 1
Building Contractors  3 (not certified) 
Masons   
Farmers   
Carpenters   
Taxi drivers  15 
Bank manager  1 
Pharmacist   1
Mechanic   3
Kitchen mechanic   
Nurse   1
Deacons   
* About 5% of those employed are kitchen mechanics – maybe because 
persons are prejudiced against working for people.   
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Timeline 
Date Topics History 

Entertain- 
ment 
 
THEN 

Community use to have picnic on holidays, 
especially at Christmas time.  Churches also use 
to endorse the event complementing it with 
concerts. 

NOW These things have died slowly because persons 
are now seeing he needs to spend money on other 
things.  Also another means of entertainment 
has taken over, like radio, TV, etc. 

1960 

Farming 
 
THEN 

People use to plant yam, potato, gungu peas, 
bitter cassava, and corn.  Persons from other 
areas used to come in and buy the corn.  Corn 
was cracked and used to make dumpling for home 
purposes.  Corn was usually sorted for quite 
awhile, and this was sorted in wooden barrels and 
kegs that salted mackerel came in.  

 NOW The crops planted then are still being planted 
today, but the main crops within the area today 
are; tomato, string bean, sweet pepper and 
cabbage. 

Housing 
THEN 

 1960 
cont’d 

NOW There are more houses in the community and the 
building structures have been improved. 

 Land 
Ownership 
 
THEN 

Lands were owned by two families; the Hewitts 
who owned North Hill Property and the 
Thompsons.  The Hewitts later sold their land to 
the Reids.  The Thompson’s sold their land to the 
Bauxite Company.  At that time lands were sold 
for 75 pounds per acre.  A lot of migration also 
took place as people sold their lands and 
migrated to England.  The cost to travel to 
England at that time was 75 pounds.    

 NOW Today, the land in Warwick is evenly owned 

between the Bauxite company and community 
persons. 
Persons lease lands from the bauxite company to 
do farming, they pay $100 per acre to the land 
lease office at Belair Hotel now known as RADA 
Building which is in Mandeville.   

 Education  
 
THEN 

The local examinations were 1st, 2nd, and 3rd year.  
Only those who were wealthy were able to send 
their children to study further after passing 3rd 
year.  Persons who were wealthy were said to 
have 10 pounds or more and so they were called 
“10 Pound Millionaires”. 

 NOW Schools attended are: Grove Town Primary, 
Frankfield Primary, Cross Keys Comprehensive 
High, Winston Jones High, Manchester High, 
DeCarteret College and Bishop Gibson High.   

 Clothing  In the 1960’s material used for clothing was 
white drill, yellow serge and pink stripe.  Flour 
bag was also used for sheeting, shirts, 
underpants, and underclothes. 

 Health  If there was any sick in the community, a doctor 
would be called from Newport (which was known 
as the Head Office) and he would ride on his 
horse to the sick person bringing with him 
medicine for the patient.  Days were also set up 
when certain districts within the Cross Keys 
Community was visited by the doctors.  Dr. 
Mushell was the name of the main doctor along 
with others.  After the health centre was built in 
Cross Keys, there was no need for the doctor to 
leave Newport to visit Warwick.  Another health 
centre was also built in Asia so persons had a 
choice to go to either of the health centres.    

 Relaxation Persons had no time for relaxation.  One 
community person said that “since there wasn’t 
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any pension or any assistance given to the elderly 
person had to work”.  Hence the only relaxation 
was “old age leading to sickness and then death.”  

 Church 
 
THEN 

There are no churches in Warwick, however, 
churches attended by community persons were: 
Presbyterian, Anglican, and Adventist. 

 NOW There are still no churches built in Warwick, but 
persons still attend churches in the surrounding 
districts: Other churches attended are Church of 
God, Pentecostal, & Catholic. 

 Organiza-
tions 
 
THEN 

There were no organizations/groupings then.  
“The men of the community, used to co-operate 
by doing day to day work.”  This meant helping 
each other on their farm or whatever they 
needed help to do. 

 NOW Community persons are apart of the Grove Town 
Citizens Association held at the Grove Town 
Primary School. 

1970 Light The community got light in this year 
1993 Water Community got piped water 
1996 Postal 

Agency 
The Grove Town Postal Agency closed so persons 
had to collect mails at Cross Keys Post Office. 

1999 Youth Club  Community Youth Club started 
2001 Police 

Youth Club 
The Police Youth Club started in Grove town and 
took the place of the Community Youth Club.  One 
young person within the community said that the 
“Police Youth Club offers more choices than the 
Community Youth Club because they have more 
access to interact with people from different 
Police Youth Clubs, able to attend Conference 
Centre in Kingston and Camps.  Therefore, more 
exposure is gained in joining a Police Youth Club 
vs. Community Youth Club.”   

Vision 
1. To see more skilled persons in the area. 
2. To have more business (job) opportunities 
3. To see more unity—“everybody living as one” 
4. To have a basic school in Warwick 
 

Observation 
 A lot of wild ferns are grown and used for mulching farms. 
 There are a lot of naseberry 
 It was noticed that females were actively involved in farming 
especially females who are less than 30 years of age. 

 
District: Smithfield 

Smithfield was said to be a property owned by Mr. Smith.  It is 
also said that Smithfield is an English name. 

It is a peaceful community with a very low crime rate, which is 
nearly non-existent.  It is joined to the Districts Cocoa Walk and 
Resource.   

It was observed that there are a lot of big houses in the 
district.  After queries, it was said that this was due to the fact 
that there are a lot of returning residents in the area, mainly 
from England, Canada, & America.  “The returning residents are 
the ones that has built up the area, it is even said that the 
nature of the community has changed, some saying that it is 
rich”, one community person said. 
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Smithfield Timeline 
Date History 
1960 Some parts of the road was asphalted 

Mr. Winston Jones, Mr. L. C. Bloomfield, and Mr. Author Jones 
were MPs and they formed political groups which lobbied for 
community concerns. 

 

The cost of living was moderate; 1 pound could do shopping for 
basic needs. 
The planting of coffee, banana, pimento, sugar cane, sweet 
potato, and yellow yams were the main source of employment.   
Gas and kerosene lamps were used for lighting, persons used 
these lamps to study at nights. 
In this time students use to take the 3rd Jamaica Local Exam, 
this include English, Maths, Science and Civics; an individual had 
to pass these to go into certain profession.  

1960 
cont’d 

Bauxite bought out the lands in Smithfield 
1962 Street dances were used to celebrate independence.  Some of 

the community persons were not educated as to what 
independence meant, so they broke a lot of the laws. 
Light came to Smithfield 
There was political upheaval in the community; both parties were 
competing for power 
Cost of living was much lower than in the 60’s $1 could lunch one 
person. 
Michael Manley brought the Project Land Lease to the 
community and this lasted for 5 years due to bad management  

1970 

Mr. Lenny bus was popular at the time and people had to wake 
early to catch the bus at 5:00 a.m. in the mornings if they were 
travelling.  Because it passed so early it was called ‘Duppy Bus”.  
If persons did not catch the Duppy Bus, they would catch 
Captain Special at 7;00 a.m. 

Late 
70’s 

There was a scarcity of basic needs e.g. flour, soap etc. and this 
was due to political influences. 

1980 The JLP won the election 

Taxis started operating in the district.  However, these taxis 
did not go straight to Kingston.  If an individual wanted to go to 
Kingston they had to take a taxi to either Toll Gate or 
Mandeville and then some form of transportation from there to 
Kingston.    
It was said by a retired teacher in the district that before the 
80’s “the money was small but could buy basic necessities but 
after the 80’s everything has become more expensive. 

1982 Things came back to normal; goods were no longer scarce, but 
there was no money to purchase these goods.  

1983 JLP had a snob election in which they gave the PNP only 11 days 
to prepare for election.  This snob election came about because 
after the JLP won the election in 1980 they were pressured by 
the PNP because there was financial mistrust and other cases.  
Notice was so short that only the JLP candidates went to the 
poles.  Community persons felt that freedom of right was not 
expressed and political clashes became very evident. 

1988 Community was out of electricity for three months because of 
Hurricane Gilbert.  Persons got help from overseas residents.  
Farmers suffered in the area and the ruling party launched a 
programme to assist farmers, however, help was not evenly 
distributed.  Less than 25 persons within Smithfield got help 
from this programme. 
Houses in the area were improved, mostly because there was a 
lot of returning residence that came back home and started 
building big houses.  
Street dances became very unpopular within the community 
because of the violence that started affecting Jamaica; people 
started being afraid.  

1990 

People within the community started losing interest in politics; 
people had more house parties; and more praedial larceny crept 
in. 

2002 The main road was resurfaced. 
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Issues 
• Need community centre and training centre to be re-opened 

in Cross Keys 
• High unemployment 
• Irregularity of water supply 
• High illiteracy rate (especially males) 

Discussion 
Community Centre & Training Centre:  The centre in Cross Keys 
use to train persons in the following areas: Dressmaking, 
masonry, carpentry, & Home Economics.  The centre is now 
closed, persons who would like to gain a skill have nowhere near 
to go; they either have to go to Newport or Ebony Park Academy 
in Tollgate, Clarendon.   
Another major problem is that persons who have been trained 
before have left the area in order to seek jobs and have not 
returned.  Now there is no one in the area to pass on these skills 
to the younger ones. 
High Unemployment:  This affects persons within all age groups. 
If persons living in the community even find a job in Mandeville, 
it is not worth it because salary goes back into taxi fare and 
lunch; hence people migrate from the district to other parishes 
and other countries to seek employment, especially the women.  
The men normally stay and do farming. 
Irregularity of Water Supply:  Community persons have water 
from the National Water Commission; however, community 
persons have been complaining that they keep getting estimated 
bills and water supply is irregular.  If water do comes in the pipe 
it is sometimes, it is usually after 1 a.m. and goes by 4 a.m. 
Illiteracy Rate:  Illiteracy is high, especially among young males.  
One community person said that it was noted especially when 

they are sent to buy things at the local shops, they are unable to 
reason hence, leading to conflict at times. 

Physical Resources 
Diocese of Jamaica St Luke Anglican—Smithfield 
Smithfield Basic School 
Shops 
A lot of big houses  

Human Resources 
Farmers Teachers (1 retired teacher) 
Store clerks Cashiers 
Bank teller Firemen 
Skilled labourers Lay minister 
Returning residents  

Land Tenure 

The Bauxite Company mostly owns the lands within Smithfield; 
while community persons own only 30% of it.  Those who do not 
own their own lands lease land from the Bauxite Company for 
farming purposes.  The chart below shows the percentage of land 
ownership. 

Economic Activity 

Farming is the main economic activity within the area.  The main 
crop planted is tomato.  Other crops planted are pumpkin, 
cabbage and sweet potato. 

Demographics 

Community residents estimate that the 0-30 and 31-60 age 
groups each represent approximately 35% of the population, 
while the over 60 group makes up 30%.  The community is male 
dominated.  There are only a few young persons in the community 
within the age range 25 and under. 
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Vision 
 If people are grouped, there are chances that the community 

can develop harmoniously 
 Need more investors to come in the district to set up a 

canning factory to can fruits and vegetables. 
 More emphasis to be placed on early childhood education 
 Need Community Based activities for e.g. football; there is no 

activity for young persons in the district. 
 To have an organization like the Agriculture Market 

Corporation (AMC) within the community.  

District: Grove Town (Proper) 

The Community  
Grove Town is a rural community about 26 km south of 
Mandeville.   It is not an affluent community.  The dominant 
occupation, farming, is spoiled by uncertainty as crops fail often 
from drought. There is no irrigation facility so the farmers have 
to be careful to plant during the rainy season.   

Population 
Grove Town Community has a population of more than 2000.  

Issues affecting the Community -- See the following diagram. 

Discussion 
Lack of Market for Agricultural Produce:  There are a lot of 
farmers in Grove Town planting crops like cucumber, sweet 
pepper, sweet potato and yam but they have no market. One 
community person strongly believes that “there are a lot of idle 
lands in the community and these lands could be sold to young 
persons so that they can do something for themselves, e.g. farm.  
If there are marketing opportunities the community can survive.”   

 

  
 Lack of market for                          No proper land titles 
 agricultural produce        No telephone 
                                                                    Migration 
Unreliable                                                                 Lack of health care       
Water supply                                         
   Brain drain                                                                 Unemployment 
 
    
Lack of                                                                   Need a post office 
Communication 
                                                 
Need Community               Lack of streetlights                                 
 Centre to be re-opened 
                            Need a District Constable 
 
Farming 
 

Date History  Solution 
1960   Good marketing Processing plant and

export outlet 
1970-
1980 

• Decline in marketing outlets 
• No proper supervision of 

benefits were granted to 
farmers  

Provision for irrigation 

1990-
present  

No market because of influx of 
imported goods 

 

 

 
Land Tenure:  Persons within the community do not have proper 
title for the land they own.  The reason might be because family 
land is usually passed down to other family members without any 
legal documents.  One person thinks, “the relevant authorities 
can keep meetings within the community to address how to go 
about getting land documents because community persons are 

Grove 
Town 
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unaware as to how to go about getting their proper land titles.”  
Ten persons in the community do not own their own lands.   
There are three large properties in Grove Town Community: 
Grove Property, Wilson Property, and Boothe Property in 
Resource. 

Land 
Date History 
1960s Small farmers (more people on land) 
1970s High point youth involved 
1980s Large farmers—A lot of red peas, cassava, melon, and 

sweet potatoes were grown 
2000 Irrigation to sustain large farms 

 

Unreliable Water Supply:  People have water from the National 
Water Commission but believe it is very poor since they have to 
keep paying water bill and water comes and go with no form of 
regularity or reliability.  

Lack of Streetlights:  The relevant authorities need to put up 
more streetlights in the area especially in Haughton Pond, Grove 
Town, and Porter Town. 

Services 
Date History 
1960 Services were poor 
1970 Improved light, water, training centre, started to fix roads 
1980 Greater distribution 
1990 Road worsen 
2000  Road worsen

 
Lack of Health Care:  The health centre is weak and in a 
deplorable condition.  The community of Grove Town would 
appreciate some sort of home health care to assist the elderly 

persons who are unable to move freely or can’t afford to pay 
transportation to Cross Keys.   

Health 
Date History 
1960 • Health 

• Local food eaten   
• No chemicals 

1970 Community health aide 
1990 Greater demand for health services 
2000 • Drugs cost more to young 

• Better price for elderly 
2003 Health Centre is currently being fixed (Community Meeting) 

7.04.03 
 
Communication & Cooperation: 
 There is no landline in the community, however, most persons 

own a cellular.  One community person said “It is necessary 
for people to have more access to communication to reach 
necessary agencies for e.g. the police station. 

 The community cannot live with only talking from the 
necessary stakeholders; things need to be put in place. 

 Co-operation is poor both in and out of the community.   
 “Everyone has access to the internet and we would like to 

have it too” 

Community Centre 
Date History 
1940-
1960 

Wide access to community centres.  The centre used to 
entertain fairs, dance and cricket matches.  

1960-
present 

The community is presently in a dying mood; there is no 
longer access to the community centre.  Community 
persons play table tennis at Liberty Hall Community 
Centre, or dominoes 
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Future:  The community centre needs to be re-opened offering: 
• Woodwork, mechanic, catering and electrical skills to young 

persons living in the community.   
• An entertainment complex could also be added to the centre. 
• A remedial class to address the problem of illiteracy.  (Need 

to take into consideration that using the name JAMAL might 
not appeal to citizens very well; it could be called Adult 
Literacy Programme. 

Lack of Employment 
“Employment opportunities in this area are almost non-existent 
as there are no factories or business enterprises that can offer 
employment opportunities to the populace, so most persons are 
self-employed.  Those who have acquired skills and professional 
training are generally employed outside of the area.”   

Timeline  
Date History 
1960   Self-employed
1970 • Better Agri-food 

• Farm Agricultural Marketing Corporation (AMC)   
1980 • Decline food farm close 

• Shift to coffee, mint, etc. 
1990 Very poor 
2000  Extra poor

 
Education 
The Principal of Grove Town Primary School says, “the school is a 
symbol of hope for the parents.  It is expected that the school 
will provide them with that leverage or bridge to make that 
quantum leap from dependency to self-sufficiency, to establish 
them on the road for upward mobility so far as being able to 
provide the basic things of life is concerned.” 

Timeline 
Date History 
1940 The Light on the Hill was the name of the first school in 

Grove Town, but was later burnt down 
1960 The student population at Grove Town All-Age was 400-600  
1970 The classes were very large (70) students; at one point a 

teacher had 101 students; however, pre-trained teachers 
assisted classroom teachers.  The classes were disciplined and 
the students learned better. 
The Government provided lunch for students at a small fee.    

1976 Grove Town All-Age was changed to Grove Town Primary 
Cross Keys Secondary was built and Grove Town Primary 
became a feeder school.   

1980 More teachers were employed so classes became smaller. 
The school had good Common Entrance Passes; students 
passed for Manchester High, DeCarteret College and Bishop 
Gibson High School. 

1990 • Book programme 
• Nutri programme (school feeding programme) 
• School was refurbished 
• Playfield damaged 
• GSAT replaced Common Entrance 
• Indiscipline started to creep in due to lower parental age. 

2000 • More class space was needed (big classroom that can be 
used as an auditorium  

• Need playfield 
• Students coming in were more disciplined 
• The curriculum was revised by the Ministry of Education 
• There is a need to have Specialist teachers (Art & Craft, 

Music, P.E.), and a Computer programme with lab 
• Skills training for children e.g. sewing 

2003 There are now 450 students on role: 224 boys and 226 girls.  
The population has grown so there are now 2 teachers to each 
class.  There are 12 teachers on staff; 1 Guidance Counsellor; 
and 1 Heart/NTA Trainee. 

 
 



Development Area Profiles:  Cross Keys DA 6-29   
 
 

Environment Timeline 

 

Date History 
1960s Less pollution (plastic bottles)  
1970s More chemicals in the soil and importation of plastic 

bottles 
1980s Increasing – more chemicals in the soil and importation 

of plastic bottles 
2001 Environmental education  

 
Security Timeline 
Date History 
1960s  None
1970s Improvement of home guard 
1980s Improvement of more police presence 
1990s Decline 
2000 Improve but not seen due to the situation at the 

national level 
 
Migration 
“There is a high level of migration as people seek for “the better 
life”.  This high level of migration robs the community of its 
energy for development, as generally it is those person who are 
best able to contribute to the development process are the ones 
leaving to the so-called “greener pastures.”  “It should [must] be 
noted here too, that many of those who migrated, that although 
they take pride in sending remittances to their families from 
wherever they are they seldom choose to resettle in these areas 
when they retire.”   

This statement was made by the principal of the Grove Town 
Primary School in his presentation paper to the Ministry of 
Education. 
 

Human Resources 
These are the human resources found in Grove Town (proper) 
 
 

 

Teachers 
Shopkeepers 
Farmers  
Taxi driver 
Bus driver 
Mason 

Carpenter 
Joinery 
Mechanics 
Housewife 
Dressmaker 
Cosmetologists

 
 
 
 

Physical Resources  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Organizations 
Grove Town Citizens Association 

Grove Town Primary 
Grove Town United 

Grove Town Apostolic 
Grove Town S.D.A 

Grove Town Church of God 
Grove Town Basic 

The Anglican Diocese of Jamaica

 

Grove Town Youth Club 
Grove Town J.A.S. 

Crops and Fruit Trees 
 Cucumber Pepper 

 
 

  

Sweet potato Yam 
N Oranges
G Ackees
B Breadfruit
 
 
 

aseberry
uava
anana
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Vision 
• To have a factory for export purposes and potato chips 
• To have access to job agencies 
• To have telephone  
• To have more streetlights 
• To have the training centre in Cross Keys re-opened 
• To get better water supply 
• To have better roads 
• To have a recreational area 
• To have a community centre and playing field 
• To have more police patrol/presence 
• To have more respect for law and order 
• To have quick response by the police 
• To have a multi-purpose complex 
 
 

District: Resource 
Issues 
• High praedial larceny 
• Electricity in some areas 
• Students do not want to go to school 
• Men want to stay home while the women go out to work 

Discussion 
 Praedial larceny and students not going to school 
 One community person said that in early days children use to 

go to school but now all they do is steal and become idlers.  
These young people fall between the 16-20 age group. 
 Some of the parents are said to be irresponsible and not 

accountable for their children because there is no way a child 
should tell his o her parent he or she is not going to school; 
 Some parents are having financial problems 

 

Human Resources 
Principal 
Teachers 
District Constable 
Domestic Help  
Supermarket attendants 
Higglers – they buy farm product and sell at the Coronation, May 
Pen and Mandeville Markets; mostly females do higglering.   
 

Physical Resources 
Shiloh Apostolic Deliverance Temple Apostolic 
Resource S.D.A. Temple Church of God of Prophecy 
Shops and Bars Seaview Lawn 
Resource Basic School Resource Postal Agency 
The Allen Shay Reading Room 
(privately owned) 

Resource Entertainment 
Centre 

Shell Outlet  

Other Organizations  -- Marcus Garvey Youth Club 

Happenings -- 2002.  Rehabilitation of the Resource Road, 
J.S.I.F, Caribbean Development Bank, Marcus Garvey Youth Club 

Crops Grown -- Crops grown in Resource are tomatoes, potatoes, 
cauliflower, yam, gungu peas, and banana   

Fruit Trees – Naseberry, Tangerine, Mango, Coconut, Pear 

Vision 
 To have more job opportunities 
 To have more children going to school 
 To have a community centre 
 To have the Skills Training Centre in Cross Keys re-opened, 

so that person can learn the skill of dressmaking, computing 
and home and family life. 
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District: Porter Town 
Issues 
• Bad roads 
• Need regular water supply 

Discussion 
Community members complain that they have been without 
regular water supply for weeks and still getting estimated bill.  
If they do get water it is after 1 a.m. and by 4 a.m. it is off.  One 
community member mentioned, “yuh haffi full drums or beg 
people wata who have tanks”.  

Revised at Community Meeting held 7.04.03 
Voting was done and the community came up with their Priority 
listing based on the previous issues highlighted.  They are 
numbered from 1 – 5, with 1 being the most important.    
1. Unemployment 
2. Need for marketing 
3. Water 
4. Need for a J.P. 
5. Teenage pregnancy  

Unemployment was chosen as the main issue for the community.  
Unemployment mostly affects persons within the age group 18-
40 and is female dominated.  It is noted that the highest level of 
education is at the secondary level.     
 
COMMUNITY: PLOWDEN 

Districts: Mt. Endeavour, Bush Pass, Plowdon (Proper), Pound, 
Thatch Walk, Duncan, Buck Up, and Port Mahoem 

District: Thatch Walk/Duncan:  Duncan is located between 
Thatch Walk and Marlie Hill.  At the Community Meeting held on 

the 8.04.03, community persons said Duncan and Thatch Walk 
are one district and should not be separated.   

Community Map 

 

The district is made up of about 50 houses and approximately 
200 persons.   The district is heavily male-dominated – estimated 
to be 70% male and 30% female. 

95% of households in the district own their houses and 5% rent.  

It is a peaceful and fruitful district population. 

Source of Income 
Farming is the main source of income for the district and is done 
by both male and females.  
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Timeline 
Date History  
1940s Houses were made form dirt and wood and this was called 

“Spanish Wall” 
 Clothes were made from materials such as gabardine, terylene, 

jeans and wool.  Readymade jeans were not around, you had to 
buy the material and give a tailor to get it sewn.  “de jeans 
material caan wring wen it wet wid yuh han and no one had 
washing machine so yuh jus throw it ova di line fi dry wid all de 
wata”. 

 Popular shoes were crep and shampata; shampata was made 
from tyres. 
How to make it—(1) cut a piece of tyre (2) get a strong piece of 
cloth (3) bore three holes in a triangular fashion i.e one hole 
between the big toe and the other to the sides of your feet.  
(4) push the string and through each hole and then make knots 
to prevent it from coming through (5) you are now ready to go 
partying. 

1974 Road was asphalt to Mr. Cathy’s shop 
 Picnics were the popular celebration this was held at Air Pen in 

Plowden, it would cost you one penny or three pence to enter 
the grounds.  Games played were cricket and football, cricket 
balls were made from leather or sometimes Alcan and Port 
Kaiser gave a ball to the players. 

1986 The road fixing stated from Mr. Cathy shop to Ms. Carmaleta 
Bennetts home.  

1988 Hurricane Gilbert did a lot of damages—houses were blown 
down leaving persons homeless they had to seek refuge at the 
schools and churches, crops were lost, animals died.  However, 
some persons got zinc and one rooms for the lost of their 
homes—farmers  NOTHING. 

1990s Electricity came to the area 
2002 Crops were lost in the May floods, persons had to start from 

their pockets, NO HELP. 
 

Issues 
Issues were collected during the facilitators’ intervention in the 
district.  The list was prioritized, considering the first four as 
most important, at the community meeting held on the 8.04.03.  

Drought and lack of water (piped)  Human Resources/domestic 
Unemployment Need for better health services 
Need better market arrangement  Need for better export market 
Need storage facility/processing Need for better farming road 
Need extension of electricity Need telephone lines 
Need postal service Need for a J.P 
Need garbage collection service Need Fire Station in Cross Keys DA 
Need for a basic school Need for skills training and a CBO 
Need for a playfield   

Discussion 
Drought/lack of water:  Farmers depend on rainfall for their 
source of water.  Fields are prepared during drought so that 
they will be ready when rain falls.  Water is stored in private 
tanks (approximately 6) or the parish tank.  The water is used 
for domestic purposes; however, there is a greater need for 
water in farming areas.  Persons without tanks have to transport 
water by carrying on their heads, donkey, bicycle or three-wheel 
cart.   Farmers lease lands 
on Great Valley Property 
from RADA.  “We need the 
water and market so that 
we can pay our lease.”   

Community’s SOLUTION:  
It is said that somewhere 
in Cocoa Walk at Thompolie Gully and Smokey Hole in New 
Broughton water can be found underground.  If the land is 
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drilled—water problem can be solved.  Community persons are not 
sure who owns the property as ALCAN once owned it. 

Need for better arrangement for Markets:  Crops tend to 
spoil (especially tomatoes) when there is too much on the market 
prices tend to fall.  “Almost everything spoil when too much is in 
season.”  People only come in the area to buy goods when they do 
not have it in supply. 

Need for Better Export Market:  The export market needs to 
be opened so that farming produce can be sold.  However, a 
factory is also needed to take the ‘seconds’—rejected crops 
from selection.  This factory can take in fruits and crops.  Fruits 
can make juices from mango, naseberry, ackee, tamarind, guinep, 
sweetsop, melon and soursop.   

Need for Storage Facility:  This will assist farmers, as they 
have nowhere to store crops when it is too much.  When there 
are too much crops people are forced to give animals the excess. 

Need for Better Farming Roads:  Roads off the main road 
needs fixing so that farmers can get goods out.  “Trucks run 
Sunday to Sunday taking goods to Town.” 

Need Extension of Electricity:  About 6-8 post of wire is 
needed for other housed to get light.  Approximately 4 houses 
that need electricity and these houses are close to Marlie Hill. 

Human Resources 
Farmers Councillor
Statistician (with STATIN) 

 
Mechanics 

Tailor Dressmaker
Masons Painter
Steel erectors 1 male works in Mandeville 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organization -- Thatch Walk JAS meets every Monday @ 6p.m. 
at the Church of God of Prophecy. 

Crops planted “The land produce anything, jus wata a di 
problem.”  Crops are used primarily for sale and home purposes.   

 melon,   gungu peas, sweet pepper,                               

sweet potatoes, tomatoes, 

cucumber,  carrot,  pumpkin, 
and eskallion.   

Vision -- To have more water/pipelines 
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District: Buck Up 
Issues 
 
Need for Water                                         High teen pregnancies 
                                     Need for a C.B.O.     
    
  Need work for                  Need a playfield 
  the young 

                       Need help with setting up a C.B.O. 
  
  Need for a storage facility                     Have a literacy problem 
 
  
     Lack of cooperation/mentality problems/indiscipline 
 
Discussion Sheet 
Parents have it very hard to send children to school.  Female 
students between 12-17 years old end up dropping out of school.  
They depend on the male for financial support, unfortunately 
they not only get the money, but also babies.  Solution (given at 
community meeting held 9.04.03):  Teenagers need counseling.  

Need for Water: “dat is di essential part”, we suffer from no 
wata every year, only the Rapid Response truk give wi wata.”   
 

Sometimes the truck des not stop at your gate when drums are 
set.  It goes to the big iron drum-tank—“yuh affi mek haste 
before wata dun pon yuh”.  The truck does not come often.  
Therefore persons buy water or get it from the parish tank. 
Solution -- Pump the water from New Forest which has a water 
source, 5 miles from Buck Up.  Water can also be supplied from 
wells in Victoria Town.  

Need help with setting up a C.B.O.  There is a need for forming a 
club as there are talented sportsmen in the area.  Each time a 
club starts, it does not last very long.  “Wi need help fi form a 
Youth Club every time wi form one it mash up quick.” 

Need Work for the Young.  Farming is the main source of 
income in Buck Up, however, not everyone gets to of it because 
of the water problem here.  Approximately 20 youths farm for a 
living.  Need something to employ us within the area as 
transportation cost done yuh money. 

There are skilled people in the area.  Due to the seasonal jobs, 
more than 10 young persons had learnt 2 or more skills e.g. 
masonry and electrician.  These young people have finished the 
secondary level of education.  School from which they are 
graduates are: Cross Keys High, Newport Training Centre, 
Bellefield High School, Holmwood Technical High, Manchester 
High, DeCarteret College, and Bishop Gibson High. After leaving 
school getting a job outside the district is difficult, therefore 
making it hard to continue educational studies.  “Because 
unemployed students can’t afford to further studies—even if yuh 
get money, ¾ of it goes into fare while ¼ goes into lunch.” 

Need for a Storage Facility.  This is needed so farmers can 
store goods especially tomato when they can’t sell.  “Plenty time 
nuff goods spoil pan man because dem caan sell—no market” 

One person suggested that having a factory as well could solve 
this problem.  The factory could make products from goods like 
sauce or preservatives.  “Yeah man, this can put up at Air Pen as 
nuff government land up deh.  All a centre can playfield cause wi 
nuh have no weh fi play or so, an a nuff talented youth deh bout”   
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Human Resources Chef (male) 
Masons  Electrician
Farmers  Plumber
Domestic helpers Hairdressers (2 female) 
Shopkeepers Bartenders (1 male) 

Physical Resources 
• Port Mahoem S.D.A Temple 
• The Bible Way Apostalic Church (Plowden) 
• Ten shops including bars 
• Thirty five (35) houses  
 

Vision 
 To have a netball team 
 To see more persons going to work 
 To see every child going to school (voice of a 12 year old) 
 To have a good water system 

Venn Diagram  shows the 
relationship of agencies 
to the district.                                                             
 
 
 
 
District: Mt. Endeavour 
 

There are over 200 persons with over 30 houses.  All lands 
except Air Pen are owned by individuals of the district. 

Demographics 
 

The 0-20 age group is estimated to make up 40% of the 
population, with the 21-40, 41-60 and 60 and over groups 
accounting for 20% each. 

 

Issues 
• Road surface needs fixing “road in bad condition”  
• Need water and water irrigation 
• Need a skills training centre 

Discussion 
Bad Road:  The road surface (about 1½ miles).  “No taxi nuh waan 
come in ya even if a sick somady want to travel”. 

Need water:  “Wi get wata from di Rapid Response truck but it 
nuh come often, so most time wi beg wata from some people weh 
ave tank or wait pon rainfall, true dat di farming nuh so hot, wi 
ave it hard”, said one community persons.  “We get water, we 
have everything, explain another community”. 

Farming:  Farming is the main source of income for the area.  
Escallion and sweet pepper are grown in huge quantity.  Other 
crops include tomato, melon and carrot.  “Plowden produces 
better quality crops than St. Bess, even though St. Bess have 
water irrigation system on their fields.” 

Human Resources Mechanics 
Housewives  Masons
Farmers  Welders
Shopkeepers  Carpenters
Store clerks Fishermen 

Vision 
 To see a skills training center at Air Pen or someone could 

give a piece of their land to build the center. 
 To have a good water system in place 
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District: Plowden (Proper) 
 History 

Farming was the main source of income for the area, however the 
crops were only planted to catch the rainy season of February.  
Crops grown include corn, peas, cassava, and gungu. 
Farming was done on a property owned by Mr. Lancy Kavanaugh 

Em
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Mr. Kavanaugh was a rich Jamaican who owned 375 acres of land.  
Mr. Kavanaugh employed about 20 persons per day from Plowden 
and Malvern, (Mr. Kavanaugh is from Malvern).  Workers were 
paid 1 and six pence to work  
Most persons had to walk 5 miles to Alligator Pond to buy fish 
and other business; Mandeville was not a popular town 

Mr. Kavanaugh had a truck called the “Federal Truck” this truck 
would take farm produce to Kingston, however, it is said that the 
rods were so bad in Plowden that men had to carry hoes, 
machetes, and pick axe, to break stones in the road for the 
truck to pass. 

Tr
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The Drey and Parrey were drawn by horses or mules.  They were 
used only by rich persons to carry materials for building houses, 
or they were used to take them where they wanted to go. 

La
nd

 O
wn
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 The Air Pen property was owned by Mr. Kavanaugh.  He later sold 

the property to Reynolds company in 1958; they used it for 
cattle rearing. The land was further sold to ALCO.  They leased 
it in the 70’s to the government who in turn leased it to the 
community under the Project Land Lease.  162 farmers benefited 
from this project.  

Houses were built from white lime, dirt and wood.  

How Houses were Built 
Persons went in the bushes, cut some wood and gather some 
limestones.  Stones that are flint cannot melt and so only 
limestone was collected.  The persons whose house is being built 
would plan a “Morning Sport” (morning sport is where only coffee 
and any food is served—no one gets pay).   

Making the Charcoal Stilt  
• Use some dry wood and make a funnel on the ground 
• Pack the remaining wood around the funnel in a circle 
• Put the stones on top of the wood 
• Light the funnel and leave it to burn until the stones are 

melted. 
Building the House using White lime and Dirt 
Use the white lime from the skill mixing it with dirt (the top soil 
is not used) using a hoe and long sticks the mixture would be 
mixed together using water until it becomes glammy.  Water was 
then carried in a 4-gallon kerosene tin.   The frame of the house 
made from wood, was made then the mixture of dirt and lime 
would be flashed on to the frame; the hands were used to apply 
the mixture no “spade or any other modern day tools were 
around.  The roofs were made from thatch, 
Building a house from sticks 
This type of house was common among those who could not 
afford white lime. 
• Persons would go to the bush to cut sticks that were flexible 
• Dig holes in the ground place the larger post in them 
• Use the sticks and plat them together as if you are making a 

basket (this becomes the wall of the house) 
• Use thatch to make the roof 
Beds 
• Cut some bed grass and put it to dry 
• Get a piece of calico sew up three sides 
• Use the dry grass and stuff the calico bag then sew it.  This 

would be the mattress. 
• The bed frame is made from pieces of sticks levelled down 

with a machete.  Note: a bed could hold up to nine persons).  
This was comfortable “dan any posture pedic mattress”.     
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When anyone is sick they use bush remedies:  
Leaf of life for cold – Method 
Pick a few leaves and boil then drink as a tea or just chew on the 
leaf or wrap in a piece of cloth beat and squeeze, add a little salt 
to the juice and then drink it.  
Rosemary bush is used for fever -- Method 
Boil and use the water to bathe the person with fever.   

H
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h 

For pain in the joint use black joint bush -- Method 
Boil and use to sap the area of pain  

Po
pu
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r 

M
ea

l Cassava was grown on a large scale and had many purposes. 
Cassava Preparation 
• Grate the cassava 
• Place it in the cassava bag “made from thatch” 
• Put the bag with the cassava under the press “cassava press” 

then 
• Place about 5-6 big stones on top of the press 
• Set a bowl to catch the squeezed out juice 
• When all the juice has been damaged remove the bowl—put 

the cassava to dry 
• The dry cassava is used to make bammy 
The juice was sued to make porridge which was also a tonic—the 
juice could be also used as starch.    

 
Issues 
• Need water 
• Roads need to be completed in Bogle Town 
• Need streetlight in Pound, Mt. Endeavour, other interior roads 
• Unfair distribution of benefits. 

Discussion 
Water:  There are several possible sites in and around Plowden 
that could be developed to serve the area with water. 
 

Site 1  -- On the Air Pen property there is a gully that is over 20 
chains long. This could be divided into several pieces and build 
dams, these dams would hold over one billion gallon of water. 
Site 2 -- There is a cave between Wigton and Mt. Forest, it is 
said that in this cave three is a body of water, this might mean 
there is a “water head” there or somewhere near. 
Site 3 -- It is also said that there is a watershed in Blenheim 
Site 4 -- There is a pump station at Victoria Town (in Asia), this 
pumps water to Cross Keys and even though Plowden is so close 
“wi no get no wata, di system nuh set up good”. 
Note: All the above sites could be seriously researched and some 
plans put in place to solve all drought problems. 

Drought:  Plowden is a drought stricken area.  Persons have been 
suffering from no water since as far back to the earlier days.  
Today very few persons have tanks and so those who don’t have 
tanks, beg water from the ones that have.  The farmers depend 
on rainfall.  It is said that May-June is weather month so persons 
would plant crops to catch the weather. 

Migration:  The district is currently suffering from brain drain, 
because after persons have achieved a certain level of 
qualifications there are no job opportunities for them within 
Plowden, so they leave and (maybe) a small percentage return. 

Farming:  Farming is the main source of income for the area, 
however, the farmers have a difficult time farming because they 
depend a lot on rainfall for water—“rain hardly fall,” May – June 
is weather month so most time wi plant fi catch dat de weather”, 
one farmer explained.   

How we Farm:  When the crop is planted we cut the guinea grass 
and cover the seedlings or make padding around the root of the 
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plant (with the grass) hoping that the rains will fall.  When it 
rains we are not sure when another rain will fall so the grass that 
was placed at the root of the plant holds the moisture and 
prevents that plant from dying. 

Types of Crops Grown:  Escallion, corn, peas, and tomato are the 
main crops grown.  Escallion is about 75% of the crops each 
person plants.  Note: even though St. Bess is said to grow the 
most escallion in the island, the ones that are grown in Plowden is 
of higher and better quality than St. Bess. 

Vision 
 To see some water system in place to help the farmers or 
 To have piped water in the area. 

Plowden Venn Diagram below shows organisation within Plowden 
and those that have been working within the area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

At the community meeting held at the Plowden Primary School on 
April 9, 2003, community persons looked at the issues that were 
most common amongst districts.  They then listed the common 
issues and then did a Roti diagram, which can be seen below. 

 
 
 

Common Issues and Triple Roti Diagram 
 
High teen pregnancy 
Illiteracy 
 
Need for a C.B.O./Community Club  
 
Need marketing for crops 
 
Need for roads  
Need for water 

We can start 
a Community 

Club 

Need help from Min. 
Ag with marketing 

 Need Water 

 
 
COMMUNITY: CROSS KEYS 
Districts: Lang Syne, New Broughton, Salmon Town, Restore, and 
Cross Keys (proper) 
 CHURCHES 
District: Lang Syne PLOWDEN Lang Syne can be located between Rudd’s Corner and Heartease.  
It is a poor district and free from crime. JAS 

Population 
Lang Syne has a population of about 50 persons.  The community 
is male dominated (32 
males, 18 females). 

RADA ALPART 
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Age Range 
 The bar graph shows 
the breakdown of the 
population in terms of 
age range.  
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Issues 
• No water (not everyone in the community has a tank) 
• No employment 
• Need factory 
• No market or little and nothing for farming produce. 

Discussion 
• Persons do not farm -- too many imported goods—no profit 
• Market should be linked with St. Elizabeth since some of the 

farmers in the community produce the same things. 
• One community person said “the Minister of Agriculture has 

turned a higgler in buying foreign products, instead of 
representing farmers in Jamaica”. 

• Need a factory so that people can gain employment, e.g. 
garment factory or a centre where skills can be learned. 

Human Resources 
* masons        * housewife 
* carpenters  * domestic helps 
* sales reps.  * dressmakers 
* farmers  * taxi-drivers 
* hairdresser  * electrician  

Physical Resources 
• Houses, Community Worship Centre 

Land Tenure  (-- not specified) 
Privately owned  __________ 
Individually owned  __________ 
Other    __________ 

Crops Grown Fruit Trees 
Potato  Orange
Banana  Pear
Gungu peas Tangerine  

Mobility Map -- residents go to both Mandeville and Cross Keys 
for schools, shopping and work and to Cross Keys for the Police 
Station and   

Vision 
 To see more unity 
 To have more economic development  

 
District: Salmon Town 

Demographics 
He community is male dominated, about 5 persons per household 

Age Range Percentage 
0-19  45%
19-30  30%
30-50  20%
50 & over 5% 
 
Timeline 
Date History 
1920s The elementary school was moved and placed beside the 

present teachers cottage.  The school was built by the 
United church at that time.  The first school was held in the 
Anglican Church Manse  

1953 The present Woodland All Age School was built, a storm 
destroyed the one before 

1976 Woodlands All Age changed to Woodlands Primary 
The Salmon Town Postal Agency was moved to Cross Keys  1980s 
Electricity came to Salmon Town 

1995 The Woodlands Primary School won an all island cricket 
competition.  Out of winning the competition a grant was 
given to start the building of the Woodlands Basic School. 

2002 JSIF assisted in finishing the basic school (i.e. took care of 
the electricity and added a canteen to the school building). 
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Issues 
• Unemployment—youths need something to do 
• Water—no pipe line/Need Rapid Response to deliver water to 

Salmon Town 
• Need market for agricultural produce 
• Need streetlights 
• Need Rehabilitation Centre to be moved 
• Woodlands road need fixing and cleaning and the main road 

need cleaning (e.g. blind corners need to be cleared). 

Discussion 
• Persons have up to 5 CXC and no jobs 
• Depend on rainfall only a few persons have tank 
• Persons gambling for a living (jus lucky) 
• Farmers plant vegetables 
• Lands are leased or owned that persons farm on 
• SDC—the only hope for youth 

Water/Rapid Response 
 Stones Hope property neighbours Salmon Town.  Farmers 

collect water from this source to water their crops.  Ladies 
also use the water for domestic washing.  Stones Hope is 
owned by Alpart so the community still need their own source 
of water supply. 
 Community representatives need to speak with Rapid 

Response instead of N.W.C.  Woodland Primary buys water 
from Rapid Response and at times the community persons 
have to use the school water for their own use. 

Roads:  Over 13 years the road has not been cleaned (bushed).  
It has turned puss track because of the amount of bush. 

Rehabilitation Centre:  In the past it was of concern that 
persons coming to the rehabilitation centre normally commit 

crimes, suicide and other crime in the community.  If this centre 
should be moved it has to be the United Church because they are 
the ones who own the land. 

Woodlands Primary:  The school can accommodate 300 students 
but they only have 172 students on roll presently.  The school is 
male dominated and has great achievements in sports, being 
regional and island champions.  Sporting activities are: cricket, 
lawn tennis, football, a little netball and track & field. 

Human Resources 
* Teachers   * electrician 
* Carpenters              * plumber  
* Tiler               * handy man 
* Higglers/vendors  * accountant 
* Dressmakers              * treasurer 
* Domestic helpers  * juice maker 
* Hairdressers              * driver 
* Retired Vice Principal * gardeners 
* Mechanics   * singers 
* Masons   * tailors 
* Farmers                                 * shopkeepers 

Crops Grown 
Sweet potatoes are grown on a large scale.  An average farmer 
farms on ½ acre of land.  Also yam, citrus and coffee. 

Vision 
 Nuff Employment   NOTE WELL 
 Water 
 Road maintenance—need immediate attention/need 

immediate attention  
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 Need additional streetlights—Persons in Woodlands need 
electricity because only a few persons living there have.  
Persons still have to be using candles and lamps.   

Vision of Woodlands Primary 
 To have see Woodlands Primary excelling more academically 
 To assist more needy students 
 To have the students continue the educational and sporting 

endeavours 

At a community meeting held on 27.03.03 the issues listed were 
prioritised, listing them in order. 

Prioritized Issues 
• Unemployment 
• Water 
• Need marketing 
• Street lights 
 
 
District: Restore 
Background Information 
It is said that the name RESTORE came about when persons use 
to travel from Alligator Pond by foot, and when they came to the 
top of the hill, there was a building where they would all put 
their bags down to “rest”, this same building eventually became a 
store so hence the name RESTORE came about. 

Restore stops ½ mile from the square going to Plowden, ¼ mile 
going to New Broughton and ½ mile going to Wigton. 

Restore is a district comprising of 50 houses with an estimated 
population of 250 persons. 

Issues 
• Need Improvement of Water Supply 
• Need market for farm produce 
• Need a community centre 
• Old road needs fixing 

 
Discussion 
Improvement in Water Supply:  Pipelines are laid but no water 
comes through. Water is supposed to come from Cross Keys when 
it is pumped from Victoria Town.  Community members feel that 
the pipes laid are not properly connected.  Community members 
are currently getting water from Rapid Response (not regularly) 
or beg water from persons who have tank. 

Need Market for Farming Produce:  Farming is the main 
economic activity within the district of Restore.  Community 
members solely depend on farming as their means of livelihood.  
The main crops grown are escallion, pumpkins, gungu peas, sweet 
pepper, and sweet potato.  Community members complain that 
after reaping crops, it is difficult to get market for them.  It is 
only on few occasions you might have export persons who come in 
and buy or trucks will pass through the area. 

Old Road needs fixing:  “Roads are in a very bad condition”, one 
community member explained.  There are a lot of stones and pot 
holes in the road.  This is the road that the Wind Hill Basic 
School is located. 

Land Tenure/Housing:  Community members estimate that 30% 
of land is privately owned, while 70% is owned by bauxite.  Some 
of the bauxite lands are leased to do farming. 

Community members own the land where the houses are built. It 
is estimated that Restore comprises of 50 houses, of this 
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number 90% are owned by individuals living in them, and 10% 
rented. 
 
Human Resources 
Masons 
Pastor—Mrs. Myers 
Broom maker 
Shoemaker 
Farmers 
Teachers  3 females 
Carpenters 
Mechanic/bodywork men 
Dressmaker 
Domestic workers 
Painters 
One person from the district work at clerks of Courts Office in 
Mandeville. 

Physical Resources 
Restore Seventh Day Adventist Church 
Wind Hill Basic School  

Education 
Of the estimated population of 250 persons, 35% are students.  
Schools attended by students from within this district are: 

Wind Hill Basic 
Broughton Primary And Basic 
Cross Keys High 
Mandeville Junior High 
Bishop Gibson High 
Manchester High 
Bellefield Comprehensive High 

 

Timeline 
Date History 
1970s Electricity came to Restore 
1990s Pipelines were laid 
1997 Telephone came to Restore 
2002 Road was resurfaced  
Visions 
 Need a garbage receptacle at the square.  N.B.  currently 

there is a garbage truck passing through Restore to St. 
Elizabeth  

 Need more streetlight 
 
 
District: Cross Keys (Proper) 
The original name was “look across cays” A piece of land that 
made you look across the sea.   

Issues 
• Lack of employment opportunities  
• Need market for agricultural produce 
• Need for library to be equipped 

Discussion 
Lack of Employment Opportunities:  There are a lot of skilled 
persons in the district but they have no jobs.  Even when persons 
are self-employed, it is hard. (for example farmers have a major 
problem because they don’t have any water to sustain and 
maintain their crops. 

Crops grown are cabbage, sweet potato, tomato, and hot pepper. 

Solutions:  Young persons should put more effort to get jobs 
Unskilled 6/10, skilled 4/10. 
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Human Resources 
Farmers 
Dressmakers 
Masons 
Carpenters 
Mechanics 
Hairdressers 
Barbers 
Teachers 
 
Physical Resources 
There are about 3 houses in Cross Keys (Proper) 
Taz Video Rental 
TB’s Hardware and Variety Store 
Hardware Supplies 
Texaco Gas Station 
Shops  
Bars 
Restaurant 
Tailor Shop 
People’s cooperative Bank 
Cross Keys Branch Library 
Rada Extension Office 
Cross Keys Health Centre 
Court House 
Cross Keys Police Station 
Cross Keys Post Office 
Cross Keys High School 
St. Joseph Basic School 
Computer Lab Centre (TPC) 
Community Centre 

Land Ownership 
75% of the lands are owned by community members 
25% are owned between bauxite, government, and land lease 

Vision 
To have market re-open tool shop/pharmacy.  It make life easier 
and save time for travelling to other areas—Porus/Mandeville  
 
District: New Broughton 
 

Population 
About 300 persons live in the district, 60% of which are between 
0-30 yrs, and the remaining 40% are 31 and over.  The population 
is female dominated. 
 
Date History 
1969 Electricity came to the area 
1980s Got piped water 
2002 The road was re-surfaced 

 
Issues  
• Unemployment (no wuk fi people) 
• Need for water 
• Need house-to-house telephone 

Discussion 
People are getting water bills without water; some persons have 
tanks.  The district is very peaceful.  Higglers travel to Kingston 
and Mandeville to sell farm produce. 

Housing 
House are owned by community persons. 
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Land Ownership 
40% is owned by community persons, 40% by bauxite and 20% 
government.  Farming lands are leased from bauxite and the 
government.  

Crops Grown 
Yam, tomatoes, sweet pepper, and especially sweet potato.   

Resources 
New Broughton Primary; New Broughton Infant 
 
COMMUNITY: COCOA WALK 
District: Cocoa Walk (proper), Marlie Hill (proper) 
 
Background Information:  It is said that Cocoa walk got its name 
due to the large amount and different varieties of cocoa that 
was grown in the area. 

There is a section of Marlie Hill that called “Candoes Hand,” it is 
said that it was named after a mischievous/rebellious slave, it 
was also mentioned that Candoe’s hands was tied to a horse by 
the slave master, the horse was whipped sending him and the 
horse down the road.  On the journey Candoe’s hands pulled out 
of his shoulder and fell to the ground, a man passing saw the 
hand and said, “but nuh Candoe hand dis”, from then that spot is 
called Candoes Hand. 
 
Timeline 
Date History 
1930s • There were two gates at the entrance of Cross Keys; one 

was called Perta Gate, and the other was called Shadick 
Gate.  

• The land was sold for Land Settlement leaving two Valleys, 
Great Valley and Canoe Valley.  23 acres of land was also 
left for a community cemetery and a community centre at 
Cross Keys  

1940s • The Coffee Board of Jamaica built a coffee factory at 
Cocoa Walk 

• The piece of land from New Broughton to Alligator Hole 
was owned by Busher George Heron, who raise a lot of 
animals on it.  

1959 The Marlie Hill Primary School was built 
1960 During slavery there was a house called Negroes House, only 

Negro lived there, also there was a house where the slave 
masters lived, this was called Big House even to today. 

1972 A man in the community found a jar with these words marked 
on the outside “BEWARE OF THE FACTS” and on the inside 
was a coin (i.e money) date 1416 or 1614.  It is believed that 
the coin was used by the Spanish settlers that lived in the 
community during slavery.  However, someone from England 
took it away (i.e jar with the coin).   

1990s The roads were asphalted 

 

 
History of Cocoa Walk Farmer’s Group 
Date History 
1996 The Cocoa Walk Farmer’s Group was formed by the concern 

of citizen Glen Andelyn Pitter.  Eighty four farmers were 
registered  

1998 In 1998, the Secretary and Mr. Pitter had consultation with 
the Prime Minister Advisor at Jamaica House (re: National 
Poverty Eradication Programme for farmers in Cocoa Walk.  
Money was granted by the Prime Minister some $400,000 
this money was monitored by RADA to help with the needs 
identified by farmers.   

1999 The group broke down 
2002 Farmers Group re-started with twenty-eight members 
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between the age group 30 to 65 years old. 
2003 Currently working on the 21st century Agricultural Project, 

which will include: Plant Nursery, Research and Development, 
Drip Irrigation lot, Wholesale Depot, Year-Round Irrigation 
for Farmers, Agro-Processing, and Training  
This project is a Mandeville Weekly Community Development 
Limited Project in collaboration with the office of the Prime 
Minister, the Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Water, 
Rural Agriculture Development Authority (RADA), Antilles 
Chemical Company, and Alumina Partners of Jamaica.  
Currently, there is also a Farmer’s Group is in dialogue with 
Ms. Simpson from ASSP.  Other agencies that the group is 
in dialogue with is Grace, JSIF, NEPA, and JAS and the 
Scientific Research Council (SRC).    

 
Issues 
• Need for farming water (main) 
• Need for domestic water 
• Need for assistance in growth in agriculture (Cocoa Walk 

Farmers Group) 
• Need all farmers group to come together 
• Need training in agriculture 
• Lack of community support in group activities 
• Need land line telephones 
 
Discussion 
Need for domestic water:  The main from Cross Keys to Marlie 
Hill have pipes underground for over 20 years, but no water in 
the pipes.  The water should be supplied from Victoria Town to 
Cocoa Walk, for domestic uses.  Water use to supply area but 
when work/farming began in Bossue the supply stop. 
 

Solution -- When the wells are drilled water can be treated and 
stored in reservoir in Cross Keys.  This can supply the area.  Also 
need the authority to assist us. 

Need for all farmers group to come together in South 
Manchester.  Farmers come together to look at how we can 
market our own produce, said one farmer.  One method is to 
rotate crops among each other, to avoid too much crop on the 
market. 

Need farming water:  There is a need for water supply of 
farming.  Farmers depend on totally the rain for water supply. 

Solution -- Farmers can identify areas in Cocoa Walk where wells 
can be drilled, such as Tom Polling and Great Valley Area.  Great 
Valley was already drilled for bauxite, but not water.   Clarence 
Allen is willing to give land to be drilled.  

N.B.  Cocoa Walk is left from Great Valley and right from Cross 
Keys. 

Farming 
Cocoa Walk is a farming district; vegetables are the main crop 
grown.   

Cocoa Walk Farmers Group are currently experimenting with the 
following crops: lettuce, cauliflower, pak choy, tomatoes (15 
different types of tomatoes), broccoli, spinach, string beans, 
carrot, turnip and onion. 

On the Cocoa Walk Farm Project, there are tanks that hold over 
600,000 gallons of water, this could be developed as a water 
irrigation system for the farmers to help with the drought 
problem they face.    
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Population 

Age Range Percentage 
0-17  50%
17-30  40%
30 years & over 10% 

 
Tourism 
The district of Cocoa Walk feels that they can play a vital role in 
the South Coast for Tourism Development plan.  The district is 
five miles from the sea, i.e. between Hudson Bay and Lamonia.  
The district is also four miles from Canoe Valley where caves are 
located, 

Vision 
 To have the Natural Resource of the community highlighted 

by JIS, SDC, or any other agencies. 
 To see more community persons participate. 
 The MEPA organization is currently working on having an 

information centre and a market at Cross Keys.  Community 
members want this to be a reality.   

 
District: Marlie Hill 
Issues 
• Need water supply 
• Need and educational institution (training centre) 
• Need motivation or information on how to further education 

after high school 
• Need house phones 
• Need help in the sporting area 
• Need playfield (Primary School) 
• Need financial support regarding to the lack of educational 

institution 

• Need employment—Many young people between the ages of 
18-35 are unemployed and most of which are educated. 
(especially females, because male tend to get work more than 
females) 

• Need market for agricultural produce 
• Need work for construction workers—have many of them in 

the community 
• Need upgrading of post office and library 
• Need a health centre or an office where a doctor can visit 

even once per month to take care of the old age people who 
cannot make it to the health centre in Cross Keys. 

• Need repairs and adjustment to the parish tank and water to 
be stored there. 

• Need for sports development in Marlie Hill – facility and 
playfield—youth are leaving the community for recreational 
activities in Cross Keys and Plowden, especially males. 

Resources 
Human Resources Male Female 
Nurses   2
Teachers   6 5
Mechanics   
Masons   
Electrician   
Shoemaker   
Policemen   8
Welders    Approx. 12
Shopkeepers    Est. 20
Firemen   2
Librarian   1

Physical Resources 
2 government tanks  

 
 


	SOCIAL CONDITIONS
	In Smithfield, [unemployment] affects persons in all age groups. If persons living in the community even find a job in Mandeville, it is not worth it because salary goes back into taxi fare and lunch; hence people migrate from the district to other paris
	The DA is badly affected by praedial larceny, especially of goats and ground provisions, and break-ins, including shop breakings.  No participants in the interventions reported domestic violence as a problem and several districts were described as peacef
	
	3.1Topography
	The plateau slopes gradually from about 2,250 feet at Salmon Town and 2,000 feet at Cross Keys to the lowest placed community, Marlie Hill, at 1,250 feet.  Below this elevation, the escarpment becomes steeper, reaching the coastal plain at approximately


	3.2Geology and Soils
	3.3Climate and Hydrology
	Beds:  Cut some bed grass and put it to dry; get a piece of calico sew up three sides; Use the dry grass and stuff the calico bag then sew it.  This would be the mattress.  The bed frame is made from pieces of sticks levelled down with a machete.  Note:
	How houses were built:  Persons went in the bushe
	Making the charcoal stilt / skill (kiln)
	Building a house from sticks:  This type of house was common among those who could not afford white lime.
	History

	There is a critical need for a Justice of the Pea
	7.2Land Tenure
	In Grove Town, most of the land is locally owned 
	Grove Town appears to be the exception as government and the bauxite industry control a majority of the land in the DA.  In Smithfield and Restore, residents estimate that the bauxite company controls 70% of the land and community people own the rest.  I
	Domestic Water Supply.   Grove Town residents com
	Buck Up residents say: “Wi get wata from di Rapid
	7.4.5Commercial Development.  Residents of Restore include in their vision the reopening of the tool shop/pharmacy.  It would make life easier and save time now spent travelling to Porus and Mandeville.
	By far the predominant economic activity and source of employment in the DA is farming. The main crops are tomato, pumpkin, cabbage, sweet potato, escallion, corn and peas. In some areas escallion is dominant -- about 75% of the crops.
	Farming Practices. Men mostly do farming, but frequently accompanied by their female companions.  In some places, such as Restore, residents say they solely depend on farming as their means of livelihood.  In others, such as Warwick, residents say they h
	Farmers are proud of the quality of their soils a
	One experiment in collaboration and diversification has started.  The Cocoa Walk Farm Project proposes to rehabilitate historic tanks holding over 600,000 gallons of water and link them to an irrigation system for the farmers to help with the drought pro
	ANNEX B  Cross Keys Development Area Action Plan
	
	
	
	
	
	Short Term
	Main Cause







	Issues Prioritized
	ANNEX C  INTERVENTION RECORD
	COMMUNITY: GROVE TOWN
	District: Warwick
	Demographics:  The eldest person in the community is 90 years old.  Respondents believe that the 0-39 age group dominates the population.  However, they also report that persons in the age group 18-26 normally migrate, causing a brain drain.
	Issues
	Unemployment:  Due to the fact that construction 
	Teenage Pregnancy:  15% of teens between 16 and 1
	Praedial Larceny: The community is normally affected by persons who steal goats and ground provision.
	Need for a Justice of the Peace:  “There are none
	* About 5% of those employed are kitchen mechanic
	Topics
	History

	Entertain-
	ment
	THEN
	NOW
	NOW
	NOW
	NOW
	Education
	THEN
	NOW
	Clothing
	Health
	Relaxation
	Church
	NOW
	Organiza-tions
	THEN
	NOW
	Light
	Water
	Postal Agency
	Youth Club
	Police Youth Club
	Vision

	Observation
	District: Smithfield
	Smithfield Timeline
	Issues
	Discussion
	Community Centre & Training Centre:  The centre in Cross Keys use to train persons in the following areas: Dressmaking, masonry, carpentry, & Home Economics.  The centre is now closed, persons who would like to gain a skill have nowhere near to go; they
	High Unemployment:  This affects persons within all age groups. If persons living in the community even find a job in Mandeville, it is not worth it because salary goes back into taxi fare and lunch; hence people migrate from the district to other parish
	Irregularity of Water Supply:  Community persons have water from the National Water Commission; however, community persons have been complaining that they keep getting estimated bills and water supply is irregular.  If water do comes in the pipe it is so
	Illiteracy Rate:  Illiteracy is high, especially among young males.  One community person said that it was noted especially when they are sent to buy things at the local shops, they are unable to reason hence, leading to conflict at times.
	Physical Resources
	Human Resources
	Land Tenure
	The Bauxite Company mostly owns the lands within Smithfield; while community persons own only 30% of it.  Those who do not own their own lands lease land from the Bauxite Company for farming purposes.  The chart below shows the percentage of land ownersh
	Demographics
	Vision
	District: Grove Town (Proper)
	The Community
	Population
	Discussion
	Lack of Market for Agricultural Produce:  There a
	Farming

	Land Tenure:  Persons within the community do not
	Land

	Unreliable Water Supply:  People have water from the National Water Commission but believe it is very poor since they have to keep paying water bill and water comes and go with no form of regularity or reliability.
	Lack of Streetlights:  The relevant authorities need to put up more streetlights in the area especially in Haughton Pond, Grove Town, and Porter Town.
	Services
	Lack of Health Care:  The health centre is weak a
	Health

	Communication & Cooperation:
	Community Centre
	History

	Future:  The community centre needs to be re-opened offering:
	Lack of Employment
	Timeline
	Timeline

	Environment Timeline
	Security Timeline
	Migration
	Human Resources

	Organizations
	Crops and Fruit Trees
	Vision
	District: Resource
	Issues
	Discussion
	Human Resources
	Physical Resources
	Other Organizations  -- Marcus Garvey Youth Club
	Happenings -- 2002.  Rehabilitation of the Resource Road, J.S.I.F, Caribbean Development Bank, Marcus Garvey Youth Club
	Crops Grown -- Crops grown in Resource are tomatoes, potatoes, cauliflower, yam, gungu peas, and banana
	Fruit Trees – Naseberry, Tangerine, Mango, Coconu
	Vision
	District: Porter Town
	Issues
	Discussion
	Revised at Community Meeting held 7.04.03
	Vision -- To have more water/pipelines
	Issues
	Discussion Sheet
	Need for Water: “dat is di essential part”, we su
	Need help with setting up a C.B.O.  There is a ne
	Need Work for the Young.  Farming is the main source of income in Buck Up, however, not everyone gets to of it because of the water problem here.  Approximately 20 youths farm for a living.  Need something to employ us within the area as transportation c
	Need for a Storage Facility.  This is needed so f
	Physical Resources
	Vision
	Venn Diagram  shows the relationship of agencies to the district.
	Demographics
	Issues
	Discussion
	Bad Road:  The road surface \(about 1½ miles\)
	Need water:  “Wi get wata from di Rapid Response 
	Farming:  Farming is the main source of income fo
	Vision
	How Houses were Built
	Making the Charcoal Stilt
	Building a house from sticks
	Beds
	Cassava Preparation
	Issues
	
	Discussion


	Water:  There are several possible sites in and around Plowden that could be developed to serve the area with water.
	Site 1  -- On the Air Pen property there is a gully that is over 20 chains long. This could be divided into several pieces and build dams, these dams would hold over one billion gallon of water.
	Site 2 -- There is a cave between Wigton and Mt. 
	Site 3 -- It is also said that there is a watershed in Blenheim
	Site 4 -- There is a pump station at Victoria Tow
	Migration:  The district is currently suffering from brain drain, because after persons have achieved a certain level of qualifications there are no job opportunities for them within Plowden, so they leave and (maybe) a small percentage return.
	Farming:  Farming is the main source of income fo
	How we Farm:  When the crop is planted we cut the guinea grass and cover the seedlings or make padding around the root of the plant (with the grass) hoping that the rains will fall.  When it rains we are not sure when another rain will fall so the gras
	Types of Crops Grown:  Escallion, corn, peas, and tomato are the main crops grown.  Escallion is about 75% of the crops each person plants.  Note: even though St. Bess is said to grow the most escallion in the island, the ones that are grown in Plowden i
	Vision
	Plowden Venn Diagram below shows organisation within Plowden and those that have been working within the area.
	Population
	
	Discussion


	Human Resources
	Physical Resources
	Land Tenure  (-- not specified)
	
	
	Vision



	Demographics
	Issues
	Discussion
	Water/Rapid Response
	Rehabilitation Centre:  In the past it was of concern that persons coming to the rehabilitation centre normally commit crimes, suicide and other crime in the community.  If this centre should be moved it has to be the United Church because they are the o
	Human Resources
	Crops Grown
	Vision
	Vision of Woodlands Primary
	Prioritized Issues
	Background Information
	Issues
	Need Market for Farming Produce:  Farming is the main economic activity within the district of Restore.  Community members solely depend on farming as their means of livelihood.  The main crops grown are escallion, pumpkins, gungu peas, sweet pepper, and
	Old Road needs fixing:  “Roads are in a very bad 
	Land Tenure/Housing:  Community members estimate that 30% of land is privately owned, while 70% is owned by bauxite.  Some of the bauxite lands are leased to do farming.
	Education
	Timeline

	Visions
	Issues
	Discussion
	Lack of Employment Opportunities:  There are a lo
	Human Resources
	Physical Resources
	Land Ownership
	Vision
	District: New Broughton
	Population
	Discussion
	Housing
	Land Ownership
	Crops Grown
	Resources
	COMMUNITY: COCOA WALK
	Background Information:  It is said that Cocoa walk got its name due to the large amount and different varieties of cocoa that was grown in the area.
	Timeline
	Issues
	Discussion
	Need for domestic water:  The main from Cross Keys to Marlie Hill have pipes underground for over 20 years, but no water in the pipes.  The water should be supplied from Victoria Town to Cocoa Walk, for domestic uses.  Water use to supply area but when w
	Solution -- When the wells are drilled water can be treated and stored in reservoir in Cross Keys.  This can supply the area.  Also need the authority to assist us.
	Need farming water:  There is a need for water supply of farming.  Farmers depend on totally the rain for water supply.
	Solution -- Farmers can identify areas in Cocoa Walk where wells can be drilled, such as Tom Polling and Great Valley Area.  Great Valley was already drilled for bauxite, but not water.   Clarence Allen is willing to give land to be drilled.
	Farming
	Population
	Resources
	Physical Resources

