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1  LOCATION AND COMMUNITY COMPOSITION 
 

1.1 Location and Extent 

The Newport Development Area lies immediately south and west of 
the Mandeville Development Area (Figure DA4-1).  The town of 
Newport is approximately five miles south of Mandeville.  The area 
covers approximately 36 square miles in the southern portion of the 
Manchester plateau, the area known as the Carpenters Mountains. 

Figure DA 4-2  Rehabilitated pasture typical of the Newport DA  
 
1.2 Current Community/District Definitions 

As presently identified by the SDC and the MPDC, the Newport 
Development Area includes five communities and 23 districts: 
 Newport: Newport Proper, Bethabara, Blenheim, Isle Town, 

Newfield, Ryde, Wales  

Swaby’s Hope: Swaby’s Hope Proper, Berry Hill, Ebenezer, 
Meadsfield   
Snowdon: Snowdon Proper, Blenheim Town, Edinburgh, 
Heathfield, Woodstock 
French Park:  French Park Proper, Ellison, Providence 
Rose Hill: Rose Hill Proper, Glasgow, Rudd’s Corner, Wellington 

1.2.1  Relation to Other Area Definitions.  Districts in Swaby’s Hope 
Proper are (now locally defined as Swaby’s Hope Proper, Top Berry 
Hill, Bottom Berry Hill, Meadsfield and North Hope. 

1.2.2 Communities formerly included: unknown. 

1.2.3 Relation to Enumeration Districts (EDs). The approximate 
overall boundaries, following ED boundaries and Census Special Area 
boundaries are shown on Figure DA4-3.   

1.2.4 Relation to Parish Council Divisions.  Figure DA4-3 shows 
that most of the Newport DA is split between the Knockpatrick and 
Newport PC Divisions.     

1.2.5 Relation to TPD DO Districts. The DA is three to four times 
as large as the NEPA Planning and Development Division’s proposed 
Newport Growth Center Study Area (Figure 4-3).   The draft 
Development Order for Newport is attached as Annex DA-4 A. 

1.2.6 Criteria for Development Area Definition.  These are 
described in Chapter 2.  New port is a traditional market and service 
center for the surrounding DA.  It still provides important services and 
is to be expanded and modernized on land made available by Alpart.   
People in Swaby’s Hope are strongly oriented to Mandeville, Spur 
Tree and Knockpatrick.  Others find it easier to travel to Mandeville 
or elsewhere because of the state of the roads.   

1.2.7 Potential Changes in DA Boundaries.  The residents of 
Swaby’s Hope believe they should be a part of the Mandeville DA.  
Their mobility patterns suggest that 1991 EDs SO7 and SO8 should 
be reassigned. 
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1.3 Settlement History   

Names of Places & People.  Many place names in the Newport 
Development Area (Berkshire, Epsom, Downs, Heathfield, 
Newberry…) suggest that the landscape reminded early settlers of the 
soft chalk hills (“downs”) of southern England.  

Other names, including Blenheim and Woodstock, are from villages 
in the Oxford area.  However, the current residents of Woodstock 
believe that their area, which was originally named Scotia, took its 
name from the Woodstock family, who occupied the “only house in 
the district (on the left hand side of Ellen St. cross road)”.  

According to the Woodstock residents’ timeline, that district began to 
emerge early in the 20th Century.  Residents of the area worked for a 
landowner and farmer named Enfield (“Enphil”), picking fruit and 
pimento for export.  This appears to have continued until some time 
in the 1970s when the Enfield property was sold to Alpart.   
 
2 SOCIAL CONDITIONS 

The following sections are a compilation of information provided to 
the Profile Facilitators in districts in the five communities.  The table 
below indicates the number of participants.  (Note that the SDC’s  
 
Table DA-4.2 ECSP Intervention, 2002, Participation Chart 

Age Range Male Female Total 
10-20    4 3 7
21-30    7 1 8
31-40    3 1 4
41-50    1 0 1
51 and over 4 5 9 
Total     29 l

 
2.1 Demographics   

The population of the Newport DA (in the Enumeration Districts 
currently assigned to it) was approximately 11,500 in 1991. The sex-
ratio was balanced overall but showed wide variation from ED to ED 
(Table DA4.1).  Residents of Swaby’s Hope Proper, with 70-80 
households estimated that about 40% of persons are about 60 and 

over.  They also noted a high percentage of residents who are under 
30, suggesting the effects of migration on the more established 
working age groups.  

2.3 Gender Issues  

Several communities spoke of the predominance of women who do 
not work outside the home.  In several cases, the general lack of 
employment is reinforced by an expectation that women stay at home 
and look after the house.  In Swaby’s Hope it was stressed that females 
do domestic work.  One gentleman commented: “mi prefer the ladies 
under the shade.”   In Rose Hill housewives were included in the list 
of skilled human resources.   

2.4 Mobility 

Swaby’s Hope residents are strongly oriented to Mandeville.  Other 
communities appear to be more focused on the town of Newport. 

2.5 Migration Patterns 

Data on migration are sparse. The SDC 1999 sample survey did not 
address communities in the Newport DA.  People in Wales described 
their community as suffering from the out-migration of people in all 
age groups, while in Blenheim, it was noted that high migration 
results in a reduction in the number of males in the community. 

2.6 Health and Disability.   

Newport Clinic offers the following services: Food Handlers Permit, 
Child health, Postnatal, Pap smear, Mental Health, Dressing, 
Emergency, and Family Planning.  Meadsfield residents expressed a 
need for a Health Center as an immediate priority.  However, 
Meadsfield is 4 km (2.5 miles) from the Newport Clinic.  This may 
suggest the need for better publicizing of the Newport Clinic services. 

Issues and needs raised during the interventions include:  
 Teen pregnancy (Swaby’s Hope Proper); 
 Assistance to the disabled (Blenheim); 
 Substance abuse (Heathfield); 
 Community outreach to take care of the elderly (Heathfield) 

“because of unemployment, the young can’t get to look after the 
old – interest in elderly is not there.” 
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Table DA4-1  Newport Development Area, Population by Enumeration District, 1991 
1991  POPULATION 2001 CENSUS POPULATION TO BE ADDED 1991  

ED 
1991 
SA DA COMMUNITY FEMALE MALE TOTAL 

AREA 
 (HA) 

POP 
DENS       

C83   8 11_06  353 371 724 366 1.98
C84  11_06  285 245 530 120 4.41
C85  11_06  458 442 900 450 2.00
C86  11_06  199 176 375 185 2.02
C87  11_06  181 228 409 260 1.57
S06  11_06  347 339 686 353 1.95
S07  11_06  246 215 461 249 1.85
S08  11_06  196 229 425 434 0.98
S09  11_06  340 340 680 393 1.73      

S10  11_06  105 118 223 520 0.43
S18  11_06  209 233 442 936 0.47      

S19  11_06  92 107 199 283 0.70
S20  11_06  302 312 614 796 0.77
S21   8 11_06  223 276 499 435 1.15
S22   8 11_06  180 173 353 32 10.97
S23  11_06  303 299 602 65 9.29
S24   8 11_06  230 232 462 516 0.90
S25  11_06  312 305 617 577 1.07      

S26  11_06  237 185 422 515 0.82
S27  11_06  233 243 476 507 0.94      

S28  11_06  235 275 510 264 1.93
S29  11_06  317 259 576 497 1.16
S30  11_06  194 192 386 351 1.10
S92  11_06  135 131 266 198 1.34
TOTAL    5912 5925 11837 9304 1.27
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Education 

The residents of Woodstock stressed the need for formal education and 
those of Meadsfield stated that education needs immediate attention.   

The Swaby’s Hope Community wants to rebuild a Community Centre 
– a centre was built in the 1960s and the roof was destroyed in the 
1970s.  At that time there was a JAMAL school operating in the centre, 
the school was closed when the roof came off. 

2.7.1 Schools.  The few schools in the area include several Church-
run and public basic schools and All-Age schools (Ferguson in French 
Park, Rose Hill All-Age, and Ebenezer in Swaby’s Hope).   

Residents noted several basic school problems such as closure, 
relocation, and poor condition, such as lack of electricity (Edinburgh). 

2.7.2 Enrollment and Attainment.  Enrollment, attainment and drop-
out rates (more information required) 

2.7.3 Literacy.  Youth and adult  (information required) 
 
2.8 Occupation, Skills, Economic and Employment Status 

2.8.1 Employment.  Virtually all the districts in which the ECSP 
Facilitators worked spoke of unemployment as a primary problem:  

 Unemployment is affecting all age groups (Rose Hill, Edinburgh, 
Woodstock). 

 Need for holiday jobs for young people (Woodstock). 
 Need for employment (Blenheim). 
 No work is available to students and adults whether in the area or 

out of the area (Meadsfield).  
 Need more employment opportunities (Bottom Berry Hill). 

2.8.2 Occupation   

Approximately 20 persons from Swaby’s Hope work as flagmen, 
tallyman and timekeepers at Alpart.  Seven females work in Mandeville 
in supermarkets, pastry shops and restaurants. 

Otherwise there is mainly seasonal employment for males and females 
within the community.  The duration of seasonal employment for 

males at Alpart and females at Moorlands camp usually lasts between 
three to six weeks.   

2.8.3 Skills.  The following is a composite list of skilled possessed by 
residents of the Newport Communities.  The individuals concerned are 
regarded valuable human resources. 

− Carpenters − Masons 
− Farmers − Plumbers 
− Electricians − Teachers (4 women teachers in 

French Park) 
− Postmistress − Taxi operators 
− Bar Tenders − Florist/Wedding Coordinator 
− Deacons − Sports persons—cricketers and 

netballers. 
− Secretaries − Clinic attendants 
− Pump Attendant  − Tailors/Dressmakers 
− Truck Drivers at Alpart − Flagsman 

 

2.8.4 Training Opportunities.  Newport Vocational Training Center 
offers courses in: Furniture Manufacturing Electrical Installation, Food 
Preparation, Information Technology, Entrepreneurial Training, 
Welding, Secretarial Studies.  Residents of French Park (Proper) 
expressed a desire either to have a Training Centre or guidance in how 
to access information from the National Youth Service, HEART etc.  

2.9 Housing  

There is a need for additional housing in the DA, in common with 
other DAs, to accommodate the trend towards more nuclear families 
and single heads of households, as well as a desire for improved 
housing conditions.  However, only Rose Hill1 and Meadsfield 
specified more housing solutions as a community priority.   

Clearly, the planning and provision of additional housing needs to be 
coordinated carefully with Alpart’s resettlement sites and plans, so as 

 
1 The community consists of about 70 – 80 households and of that number 20, of the 
families pay rent. 
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to maximize efficiency of land and resource use as well as site 
development and operating costs. 

2.10 Crime   

Only one district, Heathfield, listed crime as being a problem.  
Heathfield residents also reported a substance abuse problem.  
Generally, when asked about the crime rate, residents indicated that it 
was not a significant problem.  In Swaby’s Hope the response was “wi 
nuh kill people, wi more fi gi joke.’’ 
 

3 ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS 

3.1 Topography 

Figure DA4-3 shows that the Newport DA occupies the gently rolling 
or eastward sloping uplands of the southern portion of the Manchester 
Plateau.  Most of the area lies above 1,500 feet and reaches over 2,700 
feet just north of Rose Hill.   

3.2 Geology and Soils 

The entire DA is underlain by White Limestone and is highly fractured.  
It is overlain by bauxite deposits and bauxitic soils.  However, the 
quality of the bauxite deposits is relatively low in the southwestern half 
of the DA, lying to the west of the Spur Tree/Sixteen Mile Gully fault.   

3.3 Climate and Hydrology   

South Manchester, especially the coastal strip has a dry climate.  With 
no surface drainage and extremely permeable "red bauxite" soil over 
White Limestone, the area is heavily dependent on catchment of 
rainfall and often suffers from drought.   

The climate of the South Manchester plateau has been altered by 
bauxite mining and the associated removal of trees, which formerly 
attracted rainfall, slowed percolation and broke the force of the drying 
coastal winds. 

Soils are predominantly clay loams with some sand (Chudleigh Clay 
Loam, Crane Sand, Bryson, Foour and Highgate).2   To the north of 
Newport itself, the soils are moderately erodible.  To the south, the risk 
of erosion is inherently slight (although post mining wind and drought 
may have affected this characteristic).   Figure DA4-4 shows that soils 
in the environs of Newport are more versatile than anywhere else in 
the parish (i.e., support a greater variety of crops).  

3.4 Vegetation 

The Southern Manchester Plateau was at one time covered with forest.  
Only a few remnants now exist, mainly along the western edge of the 
plateau and along Sixteen-Mile Gully. 

 
2 NOTE:  These soil types were identified by CADI, a study that succeeded the 1965 Soil 
Report, and differ significantly with the assignments in the earlier document. 
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3.5 Environmental Issues   

Residents of Swaby’s Hope say that removal of trees by Alpart has 
made the community vulnerable to strong windy conditions.  They 
listed deforestation, dust and noise pollution as principal 
environmental problems.  In an area once well-known to bird shooters, 
they say there are no more birds. 

Edinburgh residents complained about illegal dumping   Otherwise, 
environmental problems were not recognized as priority issues.  In 
fact, solid waste and pollution from pit latrines are cause for concern. 

3.6 Understanding of Environmental Matters 

Overall understanding appears to be limited, although there is a 
recognition of many of the environmental and environmental health 
problems related to mining and its after-effects. 

4 HISTORY 

4.1 Land and Settlement 

The Newport DA was originally a farming area and Newport itself 
grew up at a crossroads in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth 
centuries as a farm supply and market town. Bauxite mining has 
impacted significantly on settlement and land use. Many community 
residents recalled major farming landowners in the area who sold their 
land to the mining company.  The result was a significant change in 
the area’s economy and a change from regular employment to part 
time or seasonal employment.  In addition, settlement patterns have 
been altered by mining and relocation.  For example, some community 
members of Bottom Berry Hill were relocated to Sunset and Dalkeith 
in Knockpatrick and also to Spur Tree.   

4.2 Ownership/Tenure   

A majority of land in the eastern portion of the DA has been mined by 
Alpart.  Figure DA4-4 shows those lands according to the Nature 
Conservancy assessment, 1998).  It also shows the location of Alpart’s 
resettlement sites and its ownership of lands in the west of the DA. 

A consistent concern voiced by residents of all five communities is the 
lack of land available for farming (see Section 8, below) 

4.3 Historic Features  

Swaby’s Hope Community residents listed the following features:  
a.  Abbey Cave, in Hopeton/Hatfield -- could be a tourist attraction; 
b. Marlborough Great House -- formerly a slave house; could be a 

guest house; tombs from slave days;  
c.  Moorlands Camp. 

Moorlands already 
provides the community 
with a regular supply of 
mainly part-time 
employment, as one of 
the premier conference 
and holiday venues in 
Manchester.  

While residents, 
understandably, 
described the slave 
history associations with 
Marlborough, the house 
is a remarkable example 
of Palladian architecture and offers potential for a comprehensive 
interpretive experience.  It would be desirable to undertake an 
assessment of necessary improvement, training and maintenance costs 
funding and cost revenues to determine the potential of the estate to 
become a significant generator of local income. 

Figure DA4-5  Some Swaby’s Hope Record Sheets 

4.5 Disasters  

No disasters were recorded in the community and district timelines.  
However, this part of Manchester has been subject to disastrous 
droughts in recent decades.  The effects of a drought are among the 
problems addressed in the Box DA6.1 in the Crosss Keys Profile (DA6).   

To the residents of several districts, mining can have impacts that seem 
disastrous, on agriculture, health and housing. “Roofs on most of the 
houses are affected by Alpart dust from the mining sites -- roofs rust 
and rot.  Mining area is approximately three miles away” (Rose Hill).    
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Table DA4-3  Newport Timeline 
Year Event / Recollection / Condition 

1900 In the time of the World War the country was in complete darkness. 
The first plane passed over district—people ran and hid as they thought it was God coming.  

1914 The first shop in Woodstock owned by Mr. Edwards.  
1920 Snowdon Primary School started.  Grades ran from Junior A to 6 standard.  
? 2 persons from district owned a car -- Mr. Enphil (Enfield?) and Mr. Edwards. When cars were passing people ran to look at them.   These were 

crank start cars.  
1930 Ms. Alice Crawford opened a second shop in Kingston. 
1940 The first radio in Woodstock owned by Mas Freddie.  Second radio owned by Mas Hubert’s brother.  People use to crowd their verandahs to listen 

radio.  Operated by car battery.  
1940s Ms. Alice shop was rebuilt.  Houses began to build in area only on one side of the road (lands on the left hand side belong to Mr. Enphil – hence 

named of the adjacent district).  
 People from Woodstock and surrounding districts were employed by Mr. Enphil to pick fruits for export, also pimento.  
 Another form of employment for people was at Edinburgh.  There a lady owned a cow farm on which they would work (people).  At this time there 

was harmony among political parties.  People would walk and shake each other’s hand, or have a drink together of opposite parties.  No war 
among them.  

1950 Pit toilet “latrines” commonly used.  
1955 Piped water came to district.  
 Vehicles became more popular.  
1960 Pipe house in Woodstock was built.  
1961 The Nylon road/press road “asphalted road” was done, also “moon pon tick” i.e., electricity and streetlight came.   
1962-68 Between 1961—68 approximately 6 persons died out of district.  Causes of these deaths were strokes, heart attack, diabetes, T.B. or “consumption.” 

and old age.  T.B. if some begins to cough too often people would say you have consumption of T.B. 
Other illnesses common were measles and chicken pox.  

1969 Population between 60s and 70s approximately 200 people.  2.5 persons per household.  
1970 Masons, carpenters and stonewall packers were the popular trade.  Masons would build houses with dirt and lime.  
 High schools popular for students were Manchester High, deCarteret College, St. Pauls.  As a student you had to be well groomed.  You had to go 

to school everyday, unless has serious illness.  On would be in trouble if found with knife.  Therefore discipline in schools was very strict.  
 The first TV came to Woodstock.  Again people gathered on the verandah to watch.  
 The Bauxite Company came to area to drill (test) soil.  
 Mr. Enphil sold property to Alpart.  Most people lost their jobs and had to resort to seasonal crop jobs, e.g., to pick oranges and pimento.   
1980 A lot of changes began:   

More houses start to build;  more cars pass through area;  the population growth began;  people began to travel out for work. 
Things got harder – as then in earlier decades, things were cheaper and less people were living in area.  

 Water (piped) left area.  A burst main pipe, unrepaired, led to the removal of pipes. 
Some were stolen from the road.  

 Telephone came to Woodstock.  Alpart came into Woodstock to mine.  Most farming lots are gone now.  Only household farming. 
 The idea of having a safe place for adults and children to socialize, which led to youth club—Henry Sharp Youth Club.  
April 2000 Land was granted by Alpart to Woodstock. 
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July 2000 President changed.  New ideas and strategies were implemented.  Vibrant activities and regular meetings led to the need of a center as meetings. 
were held on the street side.  

August 2000 The Club shifted from Youth to Community Club. Drive for fundraisers and pledges of marl, cement, steel and blocks.  
September 
2000 

Work began for building Center. 

December 
2000 

Building was about 4 feet off the ground (measurement of building is 50 x 90).  

March 2001 Playfield was graded by Mr. Sharp.  
April 2001 Grass seedlings were planted on field.  
December 
2001 

Christmas day work carried building up to another level.  

March 2002 Building is at a favorable height.  Secretary went on leave. 
  
 
 

 
Figure DA4-6   Map of Swaby’s Hope, drawn by residents in 2002, showing the layout of 
the community and the proximity of bauxite mining. 
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FIGURE  DA4-7
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5 CULTURE 
 
5.1 Folklore, Stories.   Not collected. 
 
5.2 Music and Entertainment 

Residents of Woodstock recalled the following means of entertainment: 
 Quadrille and Mento. 
 Soft music for – for big people. 
 Usually sports day for children.  People would dance with each other 

even if don’t know them. 
 Sundays were recreation days.  
 Picnics. 

5.3 Medicines 

Residents of Berry Hill District identified the following remedies:  
 Arthritis – pimento seed mixed with rum, menthol and ginger. 
 Cold – susumba, leaf-a-life, siege, and rosemary boiled and drunk 

as tea. 

For other illnesses persons would go to the bush doctor or a certified 
physician. 

5.4 Food   

Residents of Woodstock noted that the food eaten in earlier decades (e.g., 
the 1970s) was much healthier and nutritious.  The reason lay in the use 
of organic fertilizers, such as compost3 made from peeling skins or fowl 
manure, which made foods grow better naturally.  

In another district, residents also spoke of the production of more 
nutritious “strong food” before the latter part of the last century because 
they did not use chemical fertilizers. 

 
3    Method for Natural Mulch and Compost Fertilizer 

a. Use Green Bush as mulch 
b. Dig hole and put in peelings and/or or animal dung; use stick to stir peeling skin; then 

cover hole 
 

 Foods: Bush Cabbage, aka Greengage, Calalloo, Stumpy Yam, Puss 
face yam, Jucutou (a green vegetable), English cane, Leftman cocoa 
(red in colour), Cassava, Okra, Broad beans. 

 Okra and broad beans cooked with hog head or cow head would 
make a thick soup -- “even a fork stand up in it.” 

 Mongoose Bread was very popular. 
 Sweets:  Mints, ginger balls, busta – “stagga back”, paradise plum, 

sugar head or “pull teet.” 
 Drinks:  Popular drinks and “licka” on Sundays: Long beer, 

Mackeson stout, Cockstout, Appleton sugar mills, Charleys, 
Brandy, Special amber; Wick mix – busnic with white rum or 
cockstout.   

5.5 Crafts 

Bed mattresses were made with sugar bags (blue seam) stuffed with 
“Bed grass” or “White grass.”   

5.6 Clothes 

1. Some made from flour bag – pants, nappies and shirts.  Some from 
calico. 

2. Clothes “Tafita” dress made from “crimplin” material – starch wire 
in hem to give off flair when twirling. 

3. God blend – genuine leather shoe “G.B.”   
4. Puss boot – “Bouga.”   

5.7 Games 

1. Marbles – “for those who can afford them”.   
2. Cashew and nickel (a substitute for marbles) – place cashew in 

ring, then fire nickel to get cashew.  
3.   Hop Scotch – for girls. 
4.   Chevychase /”Stuck an Release.”  
5.   Crapy / Run Dung an’ Ketch 
6. Cricket 
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6 SOCIAL ORGANIZATION 

6.1 Community Organizations and Leadership 

Changes within the Community:  the Newport Consultative Council has 
been in effective and continuous operation for ten years and is linked 
with the DAC.4  A few other communities have active CBOs and CDCs.   

Residents of several districts, such as Meadsfield, emphasized the need 
for more unity among community members.  This was stressed again at 
the DA Workshop, when some communities identified the need for 
improved organization as the highest priority need. 

“The Community spirit was very good… now it is “gone…gone!!”   For 
example, if a household killed chickens they would be shared among 
the other community members or if a house was being built persons 
within the community would help and that was known as a  ’day 
sport’—i.e., no pay was expected.” 

Members of the Swaby’s Hope Community have identified the need for a 
computer lab and are identifying economic development projects as a 
way to rejuvenate community spirit.   Heathfield District listed the need 
for more community outreach (by whom and how was not specified). 

Some communities believe that having improved cricket and netball 
teams for youths will help them become more involved at the 
competitive level – and, by extension, in the community.  However, 
residents of at least one community spoke of the need to obtain more 
physical and financial help for the teams.  In French Park, residents 
noted that the Comfort Street Football Club needs motivation and felt 
that the SDC could assist. 

6.2 Political Units and Representation   

Rose Hill residents spoke of the need for cooperation and fairness in 
the distribution of community projects. 

In two of the districts, residents mentioned concern with “improper 
representation from the community,” i.e., “the elected person/s who 
                                                           

attend meetings only think of themselves, and keep the information 
from meetings; therefore when assistance is to be given to the 
community it is done on a bias.” 

4 Present executive: Rodney Joseph-President, Norma Wolfe-Public Relations 
Officer/Acting Secretary, Harlford Davy-Treasurer.)    

6.3 Visions 

 Improvement in living conditions of poor people within the 
community. 

 Poor families would like to have access or reclaim some of the 
lands Alpart mined, for farming and to build houses. 

 Community Spirit be rejuvenated and Economic Projects be 
implemented that is sustainable for the area, joining with the wider 
community of Swaby’s Hope. e.g., butcher and goat rearing 
project, market research. 

 Community center to facilitate a computer lab. 
 To have an improved cricket team for youths so that they become 

more involved at the competitive level. 
 
7 COMMUNITY PLANNING AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

7.1 Community Development 

The Newport Consultative Committee, a CBO that has been in 
existence for some ten years, has prepared a plan for the expansion of 
the center of the town of Newport.  The expansion will occupy 9.5 
acres donated to the community by Alpart.  The plan provides the 
opportunity to achieve the sustainable transformation of this attractive 
historic town as has a strong regional center.   A summary of the plan 
needs to be included in this profile, when available. 

7.2 Spatial and Infrastructure Planning 

Annex 2 of this document presents the draft text of the Newport section 
of the Development Order for Manchester being prepared by Newport.  
The comments and recommendations of Newport DA residents are 
encouraged.  NEPA will refine the observations and proposals in light 
of the following community input, other information contained in this 
DA Profile, and further discussion.    
 



7.3 Physical Infrastructure 

7.3.1 Water.   The great majority of households
continue to rely on catchment tanks, as they hav
Those without catchment tanks get water from the
drums.  However, most districts visited by the Fa
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7.3.2 Power and Communications.  Figure DA
of JPSCo power lines in the DA.  Only Isles Tow
extension of electricity.  However, most districts r
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7.3.3 Street Lights.  Again, a majority of distr
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operating cost of conventional street lighting repre
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 Water (Edinburgh, Providence)  
 Need piped water (Meadsfield, Blenheim, Wales, 
 Lack of piped water supply (Ryde and Newberry) 
 Lack of water especially running water (Woodstoc
 Lack of piped water (i.e., water has passed the dist

the people in Swaby’s Hope are not benefiting) (Sw
 Need running water (Blenheim Town) 
 Need for piped water (persons only get water from

tanks or from iron drum filled by Rapid Response 

 Street lights (M.P. / Councilor/JPS) (Elliston) 
 Street Light (M.P. / Councilor/JPS) (Providence) 
 Street lights (Swaby’s Hope, Heathfield) 
 More street lights (Blenheim Town) 
 Street light (Edinburgh) 
 Need more street lights (Bottom Berry Hill) 
 Lighting for road /school (M.P./Councilor/School B
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7.3.4 Road Improvements and Transportation.  Predictably, the 
need for road improvements was frequently mentioned.  While some 
districts looked to JSIF for assistance (involving self-help), others still 
look to their Member of Parliament even for bushing.  Two districts 
noted the need for route taxi system expansion or improvement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Bad roads (Swaby’s Hope Proper, Edinburgh, Heathfield) 
 Improvement of route transportation (Swaby’s Hope Proper) 
 Bad Road (Ryde and Newberry) 
 Need for a route taxi (Ryde and Newberry) 
 Bad road in front of school gate (JSIF)  
 Weeding of road (French Park Proper) 
 Road (Needs immediate attention) (Meadsfield)           
 Bushing and repairs of road (M.P. / Councilor) (Providence) 
 Road (M.P. / Councilor/JSIF) (Elliston) 
 Need road repairs (off main) (Blenheim) 
 Need Roads to be fixed (Isles Town) 
 Need better roads (Bottom Berry Hill) 
 Need more transportation (Bottom Berry Hill)  

Heathfield) 

k) 
rict for 16 years, yet 
aby’s Hope Proper) 

 their individual 
Unit. (Rose Hill) 

7.3.5 Physical and Community Resources:  The following is a 
composite list of public and private physical, social and/or economic 
resources valued by residents of the DA’s communities. 
1.  Churches 
2. Schools 
3. Community Projects 
4. Poles (TVJ, RJR and CVM frequency antennas, high tension poles) 
5. Reservoir  
6. Alpart Mining Complex 
7 Stores (e.g. Newport Trading, P&C Mini Mart 
8 Postal Agency 
9 Farm store  

oard) (French Park) 

10 Newport Vocational Training Center  
11 Newport Clinic  
12 Newport Computer Center 
13 Newport Library 
14 Elmo Pest Control Service 
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 Newport Meat Shop 
 Newport Auto Supplies 
 Newport Police Station 
 IGL P&G Distributors 
 Miss Little Farm Supplies 
 Shops, cafes, bars, catering services 

 Social Infrastructure 

aby’s Hope residents stated the need for upgrading their Postal 
ency with improved daily service.    

mmunity Centers.  A majority of districts stated the need or desire 
 new or improved meeting, sporting and training space and facilities 
e below).    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

me communities are within what used to be considered walking 
tance of each other.  This suggests the desirability of sharing some 
ilities and achieving some greater degree of specialized functions.  
r example, Top Berry Hill playfield occupies an open piece of land 
t is owned by Alpart.  It is been used as the recreational area with 
 hopes of having full ownership.  Top Berry Hill would like to have 

proper complex to facilitate all sporting activities.  Residents of Swaby’s 
Hope Proper hope to rebuild a Community Centre which was built in 
the 60’s and housed a JAMAL school.  The center has been unusable 
since the 1870s when the roof blew off.   
 

8 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

8.1 Economic Resources and Businesses  

Main Places of Employment.  In the 1970s, many people lost their 
steady livelihood as Alpart bought large farms in the DA.  Since that 
time, many residents have been unemployed, under-employed or 
seasonally employed.  (More data to be added from the 1991 Census 
and required from the DAC.)   

Judging by the input of Community residents, the principal economic 
resources are Alpart (current mining operations and the plant at Nain), 
local commercial and service businesses, and businesses in Mandeville.   

Community center (Meadsfield) 
Need a community center (Blenheim Town) 
Refurbishing of community center Building (Swaby’s Hope) 
Community center to facilitate a computer lab.. 
Need a multipurpose court (Bottom Berry Hill) 
Playfield needed (Edinburgh) 
Need playfield (Blenheim) 
Need for community meeting place (Blenheim) 
Playfield  (top soil & level off) – Alpart (Elliston) 
Need additional help for community center (Elliston) 
Community center -- half could be used for training (Elliston) 
Playfield – Top soil level off by Alpart (Providence) 
Community center -- identify property -first step (Providence) 
No meeting place (Edinburgh) 
Need playfield (Wales) 
Community center needs fixing (mainly roof) (Swaby’s Hope) 

Mining has brought fundamental changes to what was a predominantly 
farming economy.  Because of environmental changes and the difficulty 
of obtaining land to farm, residents believe that farming opportunities 
are limited.  Young people are therefore seeking training and 
employment in trades such as construction.   

Farming.  In areas that have not been mined, sweet potato remains the 
major crop in Rose Hill, mostly planted by older farmers.  Younger 
farmers tend to plant vegetables.  “Vegetable and sweet potatoes are 
usually balanced on market.”   However, after mining, changes in the 
soil and micro-climate make farming more difficult.  

The residents of Swaby’s Hope were pleased with the “Boer” revolving 
goat project, one of the projects given to the community through 
Alpart, RADA and JBI, perhaps helping to compensate for diminished 
fertility.  However, residents in other districts expressed concern that 
farming gets little support from “Government” (RADA/JBI through 
MPC).  In French Park, help was sought with land, seeds, spray, 
fertilizers and plowing, in Rose Hill with water supply.  Concern was 



also expressed about a lack of communication from ext
such as RADA and insufficient consultation with the com

Despite the difficulties, there remains a strong desire am
to be able to farm.  In virtually every district visited, peo
issue of the availability of land for farming, as the followi
Lack of land for farming, together with poor education an
are seen as contributing to the high levels of unemploym

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
8.2 Economic Development Opportunities 

Ecotourism.  Residents of 
Swaby’s Hope and Rose 
Hill have identified 
potential opportunities for 
alternative (nature and 
heritage) tourism.  As 
other communities add to 
the list, a future network 
may emerge.  The town 
of Newport has 
community and heritage 
tourism potential. 

Add ideas for alternative (nature, agricultural, cultural, he
…………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………

 Need lands for farmers to farm on (Top Berry Hill, Swab
 Alpart owns most of the land but we “can’t get to lease”
 Want to be able to lease farming lands from Alpart (Swa
 “Poor families would like to have access or reclaim so

Alpart mined, for farming and to build houses” (Bottom 
 Need for farming lands –Bauxite Company mined out 

is no access to lands for farming; hence there is no eco
the area (Meadsfield).  

 Need for farming lands (Woodstock, Edinburgh, Rose H

Figure DA4-8  The entrance to Ne
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ernal agencies 
munity. 

ong residents 
ple raised the 

ng box shows.  
d lack of skills 

ent. 

ritage) tourism.  
………………
………………
……………… 

Agriculture.  Add further discussion of crops planted in the past and 
today, interest in “new” or “alternative” crops, etc. ……………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Natural Products.  Add ideas for adding value to local products 
through processing and/or packing.  ………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

y’s Hope). 
 (Snowdon). 
by’s Hope). 
me of the lands

Berry Hill).   
the area so there
nomic activity in

ill). 

Other Self-Help Project or Business Ideas.   ……………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

8.3 Principal Impediments to Employment and Entrepreneurship 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

8.4 Training and Support Needs 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
9   INDICATORS AND MEASURES OF SUSTAINABILITY 
(To be added following the Visioning and Planning phase.) 
 
10 DA WORKSHOP AND EARLY ACHIEVABLE TASK PLANS 

At the workshop in June 2002, DA residents formulated plans 
addressing the following topics:  CBO awareness of Community 
Aides/Outreach (Rose Hill); Road improvements--bushing and repairing 
of potholes (French Park); Road improvements (Newport); 
Unemployment and lack of unity (Swaby’s Hope); Building a strong 
community and building and maintaining a strong CBO (Snowdon). 

wport 

(See Annex B.) 
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ANNEX A   DRAFT NEPA DEVELOPMENT ORDER:  NEWPORT  PLANNING AREA 

This section of the order focuses on a local plan which will ensure the 
orderly and progressive development of lands within the Newport 
urban boundaries.    

The area extends from Knockpatrick in the north to Salmon Town in the 
South and from Blenheim Town in the east to Providence in the west 
and includes villages such as Dalys Grove, Rudds Corner and Oldbury. 

It is a slow growing community having under 3 per cent of the parish's 
population in 1991.  This was young with 57 per cent being under 24 
years old and 9 per cent being over 65 years old.  The population is 
relatively dense in Newport and Blenheim townships but rather sparse 
in the other areas. 

Most of the essential social services such as library and secondary 
school are lacking. 

Agriculture is the principal economic activity and is responsible for 
approximately 30 percent of the employed labour force.  Although 
Newport is one of the most active mining towns it only contributes a 
minute portion of the labour force in the industry. 

LOCAL PLAN FOR THE TOWN OF NEWPORT 

TRANSPORTATION 

Newport is a major thoroughfare for Mandeville and most southern 
towns in the parish.  This encourages constant traffic movements with 
little or no congestion.  However a traffic centre will be necessary in 
the future to eliminate traffic problems faced by growth centres.  Since 
this is a long term proposal it will be necessary to safeguard the site 
against any development for other uses. 

 

POLICY NPT I  Lands identified on the Land Use map for a 
transportation center shall be developed for that purpose and with 
related facilities  

ROAD NETWORK 

Newport is bisected by a main road running north-south through the 
center of town leading from Knockpatrick to Rudds Corner via the town 
centre.  The other sections of the growth centre are interconnected by 
minor roads accompanied by a few bauxite haulage roads. 

To promote the smooth flow of goods and people the via an 
appropriate road network, some of the existing roads will need to be 
improved in terms of reservation. 

POLICY NPT 2     Lands will be reserved for the widening of Grove 
Town, Blenheim Town and Dalys Grove Road by ensuring that 
buildings are set back an appropriate distance from their centre line. 

URBAN ECONOMY 

Although Newport is an active agricultural town, the commercial sector 
employs 42 percent of the employed labour force at the last census. 
This is more than the agricultural sector (30%) and the construction 
sector (14 percent).  Bauxite employed a very small percentage 
although it is the major contributor to the development of Newport in 
terms of roads and housing construction.  A substantial portion of the 
population is seasonally employed and it is vital that jobs are in place 
to accommodate them when they are out of work.  The agricultural 
sector should be encouraged to expand and fragmentation of 
agricultural land will be discouraged.   

POLICY NPUE 1    Commercial expansion will be approved in the 
commercial core by the planning authority as the need arises. 
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POLICY NPUE 2 The planning authority will not support the 
fragmentation of agricultural lands especially where this is to be            
used for non-agricultural related activities. 

SOCIAL AMENITIES 

Apart from vacant land and school playgrounds no other organised 
open space is available for recreational use.  As Newport grows and 
continue to become one of the desired community for housing 
development the need for play area will be an urgent social need.  
While certain amount of open space will be left as a requirement in 
developments this cannot satisfy the needs of the population.  A central 
area will therefore have to be developed in this regard. 

POLICY NPSA 1  Lands identified at (a site to be determined) shall be 
developed as a community centre for multi-use including the option 
of providing educational programmes. 

As the demand for land space grows and land price increases, lot sizes 
get smaller.  Thus there is little space available to accommodate the 
traditional family burial plot creating the need for communal land 
space for a cemetery. 

POLICY NPSA 2 The planning authority will ensure that lands 
identified on the Land Use map as a cemetery are developed for that 
purpose to satisfy the needs of Newport and adjacent areas. 

HOUSING 

Newport is a low-density town having the more developed 
communities in the north including Knockpatrick.  Squatting is not an 
issue as instead family lands are further sub-divided to accommodate 
additional persons.  In 1991 approximately 174 units were needed to 
reduce overcrowding and replace substantial units.  The lack of 
housing can be attributed to the lack of water supply and the 
nonexistence of some social facilities. 

POLICY NPH I To prevent illegal subdivision of lands and to 
provide affordable units housing methods including service lots and 
shelter units shall be encouraged. 

POLICY NPH 2 The local planning authority will only approve one 
family house with apartment buildings on agricultural lots. 

WASTE TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL 

SEWAGE DISPOSAL 

The absence of a central sewage system has lead to the high use of pit 
latrines throughout the parish.  As Newport develops the demand for a 
central sewage disposal system increases.  However, this is not possible 
for now or for the near future.  As the present methods continue to 
pose a threat to the existing underground features it is imperative to 
develop or improve the existing methods of sewage disposal.   

Households with catchment tanks should use absorption pits where 
possible.  The size of the pits will be dependent on family size and 
should meet the requirements of the Ministry of Health and the 
Environmental Control Division. 

POLICY NPWT 1      The methods of sewage disposal that will be 
permitted by the planning authority include:  

 Septic tank and absorption pits; 
 Ventilated improved pit latrines; 
 Any other safe and appropriate method that may be developed at 

the time. 

WATER SUPPLY 

Newport shares the problem of water shortage common to the parish of 
Manchester.   In 1991, about 86 per cent of its households relied on 
catchment tanks or domestic and other uses while a small amount used 
standpipe.  For this town to grow and develop the construction of 
community individual catchment tanks will have to be encouraged. 

POLICY NPWS 1  All development whether for domestic or business 
purposes shall be required to construct catchment tanks to enhance 
water storage.  
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FigureDA4-9 
Community 
members’ map of 
Newport DA   
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ANNEX B EARLY ACTION PLANS 
This section records the plans formulated by residents of the five Newport DA communities at a DA Workshop on July 25, 2002. 
 
Rose Hill Community 
Facilitators: Fay Anderson & Rodney Joseph 
No. in group: 4 female (Primrose, Sandra, Mendecia, & Joan) Age group: 20 – 45. 
Districts: Glasgow, Wellington, & Rose Hill (Proper)  

 
Discussion Sheet 
 20% of the area need telephone service (household) 
 Farmers need assistance – in water supply 
 Upgrading the postal agency to post office. 
 Water is a contributor from low farming, especially in drought seasons  
 Sweet potato is the major crop plant in Rose Hill.  Other – cash crops – vegetables  

            Older farmers do mostly sweet potatoes while younger farmers plant vegetables.  The best potatoes are from Rose Hill 
 Farming produce – vegetable and sweet potatoes – are usually balanced on market. 
 Housing solution – roofs on most of the houses are affected by Alpart dust from the mining sites.  Roofs rust and rot.  Mining area is 

approximately 3 miles from Rose Hill.    
 
Issues 
- Need for co-operation and fairness in the distribution of community projects 
- Need for piped water, better roads, housing solutions, additional street lights, & house telephones 
- Upgrading of postal agency 
- Community centre needs fixing 
- Unemployment affecting all age groups 
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Rose Hill CBO Action Plan 
Resources 

 
Main 
Issue 

Causes Solutions 

Internal External 

Action Steps Who is 
Responsible 

Expected 
Difficulties 

Actions to 
Overcome 
Difficulties 

Progress 
Indicators 

CBO not 
involved or 
aware of 
distribution 
of 
Community 
Aides/ 
Outreach 

Lack of 
communication 
from external 
agencies e.g., 
RADA, in 
consulting the 
community 
 
Self interest 
and lack of 
commitment  

To have a 
stake-
holders 
meeting 
with all 
parties 
involved. 

Meeting 
place 
Rose Hill 
Primary/ 
Basic 
School 
Community 
Leaders 

Reps: 
RADA, 
JAS, SDC 
MP/ 
Councillors 

To find out 
agencies or 
church groups 
that give aides, 
e.g. Board House 
Send invitation 
letters to 
agencies, CBO’s 
in Rose Hill 
Set meeting 
date/time and 
prepare venue 
via verbal 
invitations, 
posters or JIS 
Public 
announcements  
Follow-up 
activity 
Set up a 
planning 
committee 
Prepare 
refreshments 

The 
president, 
PRO & 
secretary of 
Rose Hill  

United Club 

Secretary of 
R.H.U.C.  

Executive 
body, P.R.O. 
& everybody 

 

 

 
Planning 
Committee 

May not 
attend 
meetings 

Information 
not available 

Lack of 
openness 

Letters may 
not reach on 
time 

No response 

Cost of 
service 

Time not 
convenient 

Lack of 
participation, 
finance & 
volunteers 

Follow up 
 
Define purpose 
of meeting  
(negative and 
positive) 
 
Direct deliver 
and post 
letters on time 
 
Pledges and 
funding grants 
 
Get consensus 
on meeting 
time 
 
Motivation and 
awareness 
 
Good planning 
and pledges 

shared 
information 
 
attendance, 
responses & 
feedback 
 
response from 
persons 
 
availability of 
funds 
 
people 
involvement 
 
attendance to 
meeting on 
time 
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French Park Community 
 

Facilitator: Bridgette Barrett                       Notetaker: Paula Campbell  
Districts: French Park (proper), Elliston, & Providence 
Names: F.P—Michael Stewart, Odette Smith; E—Richard Smith, Dorrant Smith, Dale Smith; P—George Swaby. 
 
 The issues to be looked at came out of the three districts within the community; participants went through each issue and ranked 
accordingly to see which issue needed immediate attention. 
 
French Park (Proper) Priority 

listing 
Elliston Priority listing Providence Priority listing 

Bushing and repairing of 
roads 

4 Need additional help for Community 
Centre-- Half of the Community 
Centre can be used for training 

2   Bushing and
repairs of road 

4 

Need for community centre 1 Street lights 4 Community Centre 6 
Need for street lights 2 Playfield 3 Basic School 5 
Need for piped water 3 road 1 Street Light 2 
    Water 1 
     Playfield 3 

 
After prioritizing, the participants chose one issue that needed immediate attention that affected all three districts within the 
community and came up with an action plan. 
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French Park CBO Action Plan 
 

Resources Main 
Issue 

Causes Solutions 

Internal External 

Action Steps Who is 
Responsible 

Expected 
Difficulties 

Actions to 
Overcome 
Difficulties 

Progress 
Indicators 

Road – 
(bushing 
and 
repairing 
of 
potholes 

Lack of help 
from 
Councillors 

Use of 
heavy 
equipment 
by Alpart 

Lack of 
proper 
drainage 

Flood rains 

Help from 
National 
Works 
Agency 
(NWA), M.P. 
Councillor, PC 

Lobby as a 
group and 
get external 
help 

Need 
donation 
from 
community 
members, 
cash or kind. 

Tradesmen 

Some basic 
tools 

Strong 
leaders to 
lobby 

M.P. 

Funding 
(business 
places in 
area 

Equipment 
(NWA & 
Alpart) 

Plan a community 
meeting 

- Set date 

- Mobilize 
individuals 

Form a lobbying 
body with 
representatives 
from all the 
district and send 
letters to agencies, 
NWA, P.C., 
Councillor, & M.P. 

Plan a work day for 
districts (do not 
separate districts). 

Durrant Smith 

Michael Stewart 

Lack of co-
operation from 
community 
members and 
agencies 

Lack of 
communication 
between 
districts 

Lack of funds 

If meeting 
location is not 
central, 
persons might 
not attend  

Do follow up on 
persons 
responsible for 
circulating 
information. 

Send out 
information early 

Find the most 
suitable location 
for meeting reps 
from a  particular 
district  

Mobilize young 
persons from 
other districts 
for better 
cooperation   

Time 
frame for 
the steps 
below 
being met 
 
Step 1: 
Third 
week in 
August 
End of 
July set 
meeting 
date.  
(Three 
weeks for 
mobilizatio
n) 

 
Records Management  
 
What comes to mind? 
1) taking notes 
2) need of secretary 
3) responsible persons to keep records 
4) records to show how money is spent 
5) storage of information in different places 
. 

What can you do in terms of record management? 
1) Share records (minutes)  
2) Ensure that dates are properly recorded 
3) Need for computer access 
4) Ensure that a responsible person makes records 
5) Classify information 
6) Tape recorders 
7) Filing the information 
8) Storage of information in different places 
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Swaby’s Hope Community --  Districts: Swaby’s Hope (Proper), Berry Hill,  
Facilitators: Steadman Noble & Janice Hart  
Issues 
 Lack of unity        
 Bad roads        3 
 Need for more transportation     2 
 House to house telephones     1 
 Unemployment      6 
 Need more farming lands      6 
 Water pipes to come off main and come into the district   6  

 
Main Issue Causes Solutions Resources 

Internal & 
External 

Action Steps Who is 
Responsible 

Expected 
Difficulties 

Actions to 
Overcome 
Difficulties 

Progress Indicators 

Unemploym
ent 

Lack of land 
space for 
farming 
Lands mined 
out by Alpart 
Lack of skill 
Poor 
education 

To be able to 
lease farming 
lands from 
Alpart 

Citizen’s 
Association 
Manchester 
Plateau 
Ministry of 
Mining 
 

CBO’s continue to 
have dialogue with 
external agencies 
CBO assist 
community 
members who are 
not able to apply 
for land but would 
like to have or 
make applications  

President of 
CBO 

Lack of 
unity 

Poor 
leadership 
Lack of 
leadership 
Selfishness 
Communica- 
tion barrier 
/literacy 
Lack of  
participation 

Leadership 
training 
Sharing ideas 
Have a variety 
of activities 

SDC 
ECSP 
JBI 
ALPART 
Teachers  

Send letters to 
resource persons 
Assign 
responsibilities to 
different 
individuals 

CBO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lack of co-
operation  
Long 
process 
Bureaucracy 
Criticism 
Perception 
that politics 
is involved 
Contrary--  
community 
not seeing 
eye to eye 
Funding for 
CBO 
activities 

Involve members 
in the planning 
for unity 
Have one to one 
communication 
Encourage 
greater 
commitment from 
committee 
members 
More social 
activities 
More open air 
meetings 
More campaign 
activities 

Increased attendance 
at meetings 
More participation in 
community activities 
Better relationship 
between leaders and 
community members 
Continued feedback 
from dialogue 
More interested 
committee and 
community members 
Increased co-operation 
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Community: Newport 
Facilitator: Stephannie Hutchinson      Notetaker – Tamara Stewart 
Districts: Newport is composed of eight districts: Bethabara, Blenheim, Isle Town, Newberry, Newfield, Newport Proper, Ryde and Wales.   
Issues affecting the community are mainly the need for: 
1. A new police station 
2. Telephone 
3. Street light 
4. Playfield 
5. Roads for Ryde 
These issues were ranked and prioritized by participants.  It was realised that the need for telephone service, street light and the road for Ryde were 
the greatest issue, however it was decided that an action plan be done for the road in Ryde since this issue needed immediate attention. 
 

Main 
Issue 

Causes Solutions Resources 
Internal & 
External 

Action Steps Who is 
Responsible 

Expected 
Difficulties 

Actions to 
Overcome 
Difficulties 

Progress 
Indicators 

Roads very 
bad 
especially in 
Ryde and 
Newberry 

Roads were 
never asphalted 
Inadequate 
drainage 
Roads not 
maintained 
Tug-O-War 
between M.Ps 
Poor road 
construction 
Culverts not 
maintained 
Lack of vigilance 
by councillors 
and community 
persons. 

The two districts 
need to form an 
organisation, 
write a letter to 
the M.P. followed 
by visitation 
Community 
members can help 
in the cleaning of 
drains 
Get community 
group to lobby in 
order to get the 
roads fixed 
Raising of funds 
to get pro-patch 
to fix the road.  

Computer 
Centre 
Island 
Hardware 
Newport 
Trading  
M.P.’s Office 
Alpart 
S.D.C. 
Officer 
N.W.A. 
S.P.M. 
Other 
agencies. 
 

Share information 
with community 
groups 
Information will be 
included on list to 
be discussed with 
M.P. 
Information will be 
shared with Health 
Committee 
Sunshine Star 
Youth Club will 
become a member 
of N.C.C.C. 
Community Notice 
Board 
Share information 
through churches.  
 

Keida Smith 
(V.P  S.S.Y.C) 
 
Ms. Carmen 
Ward 
(N.C.C.C.) 
 
Mrs. Karen 
Hudson 
 
Executive 
will appoint 
someone  

Lack of co-
operation 
from 
community 
persons 
Lack of 
support in 
fund-raising 
activities, also 
no profit 
realised.   

Find methods 
to motivate 
groups 
Advertising 
through 
church, 
media, clubs 
and 
committee 
meetings.  

Move persons are 
aware and show 
interest in solving 
the issue. 
Attendance to 
meeting by 
community 
persons with an 
increase over 
period of time.  
Increased 
vibrancy of CBO.    
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Snowdon Community 
Participants: Edinburgh—Murvarie Clarke; Heathfield—Venice Peart, Ionie Richards, Mary Denton Williams, Youlander Rattray, Rodney 
Thompson, & Desmond Thompson 
Districts in Snowdon: Blenheim Town, Edinburgh, Heathfield, Snowdon (Proper), & Woodstock  

 
Issues for Snowdon Community 

Issues Ranking Discussion 
Unemployment 1 In the past, most people were tradesmen—carpenters, masons etc.  Now the 

young people are more educated and wan better/different jobs.   
Need for piped water 2 This will be used for domestic and agricultural purposes 
Need to repair tank in Heathfield 2  
Need to be another unit of the Rapid Response 2  
Need to control stray/loose cows  3  
Need for farming lots/lands 3  
Need for community centre 4 This will be used as a multi-purpose institution such as health care for the 

elderly and training  
 
The participants then looked at who can manage what 

Community Based Organisation (CBO) Development Area (DA) 
Taking care of the elderly Roads 
Control of stray animals Unemployment  
Helping to solve the problem of illegal dumping*  
Helping to solve crime  
Helping the basic school in Snowdon to get electricity  
Build a strong community organisation   
* (N.B.  Alpart helped with illegal dumping by burning garbage, but burning is creating a health hazard to community members) 
 
Snowdon Issues 
• Alpart own most of the land so you have to lease: can’t get to lease 
• Need for farming lots/lands and adults – (1) for all district 
• Lack of water no pipes lines – (2) 
• Literacy programme  
• Need for Health Centre, Telephone – more lines,  
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• Community Centre for Heathfield 
• Street lights-needed everywhere 
• Telephone-more lines 
• Playfield in a central location 
• Better road/drainage – “if you have one pair of shoes don’t go to Heatfield” 
• Community outreach needed to take care of the elderly - “because of unemployment young can’t get to look after the old – interest in 

elderly is not there. 
• Crime –preadial larceny domestic violence petty thief, more in Edinburgh/Woodstock/Snowdon 
• Substance abuse- ganja, Heathfield youngsters go to Church   
• Illegal dumping- car parts, dead animals, garbage 
• Stray animals- cows have their own Olympics at nights   
 

Main 
Issue 

Causes Solutions Resources 
Internal & 
External 

Action Steps Who is 
Responsible 

Expected 
Difficulties 

Actions to 
Overcome 
Difficulties 

Progress 
Indicators 

1) Build a 
strong 
community  

2) Build and 
maintain a 
strong 
CBO 

 

More meetings 
are held at the 
church Hall 
More mature 
people are 
attending than 
youths 

Members are 
not enthusiastic 
about meeting 

No choice in 
meeting location 

Lack of 
interesting 
activities.  

Get young people to 
plan activities 

(interesting) 
Better 
communications 
(flyers, notice board) 
Meeting Schedule 

Motivational 
activities e.g. Domino 
Tournament 

Ask Alpart for a 
piece of 
land/container 
Assign 
responsibilities (e.g. 
have youth executive) 
assign one young 
person to remind 
others of meeting. 

Teachers, 

Newport 
Vocational 
Centre,  

Police, 

Alpart, 

Medical persons, 

existing CBO. 
 

1) Find out what the 
skills gap are. 

2) Plan activities 
involving those skills 

3) Invite resource 
persons 

4) Have a youth 
election 

5) Write out job 
description for 
various executive 
youth post 

6) Develop points 
system for 
participation 

7) Fund raising 
activities 

8) Prepare and send 
letter for a 
container.  

 

P.R.O. Resource 
persons & the 
Executive.  

Finding a 
suitable location 

Not everyone 
will come 

Time of 
meeting.   

Make 
activities 
interesting 
Approach 
Alpart 

Adjust time 
frame to 
progress 
indicators. 

Election for youth 
executive 

Adopt a grand 
parent in place 

Skills programme 
in place 

Suitable meeting 
Place found.     
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Newport Development Area Workshop 
July 25, 2002 

Evaluation Forms:  Each individual was given an evaluation form to be completed and handed in at the end of the workshop.  The scale is as follows: strongly agree-5, 
agree-4, neural-3, disagree-2, strongly disagree-1.    
 

STATEMENTS STRONGLY 
AGREE 

AGREE NEUTRAL DISAGREE STRONGLY 
DISAGREE 

NO 
RESPONSE 

1.  The purpose and objectives of the workshop were clearly explained 21 6 1    
2.  The information displayed accurately described my community 15 11 2    
3.  The information displayed was clear 19 9     
4.  The facilitators were clear on what they were doing in my community 9 14 1   4 
5.  I was given a chance to fully participate in the workshop 26 1 1    
6.  In the workshop groups the facilitators helped me to understand and 

work through issues 
20      8

7.   My knowledge of the Newport Development Area has increased as a 
result of the workshop 

10      14 2 2

8.  My knowledge of my community has increased as a result of the 
workshop 

12      14 1 1

9.   I can use this information for the benefit of my community 23 5     
10.  Overall, I am satisfied with the workshop 23 5     
 
GENERAL COMMENTS: 
 
 
 
 
The following tables gave information on the participants present at the workshop 
 
      Gender                                 Age Community 
Male Female      15-24   25-34 35-44 45-54 55 and

over 
French 
Park 

Snowdon Newport Rose Hill Swaby’s
Hope 

9            17 11 3 4 4 3 5 5 7 4 6
 
No responses: Gender – 3, Age – 4, Community – 2 
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ANNEX C:  COMMUNITY INPUT 
 
SWABY’S HOPE COMMUNITY 

The districts in Swaby’s Hope are: 
1. Berry Hill (Top & Bottom) 
2. Meadsfield 
3. Swaby’s Hope Proper & North Hope 
 
District: Berry Hill 
Top Berry Hill 
Social Issues 
 Improper representation from the community (i.e. the 

elected person/s who attend meeting only think of 
themselves, and keep the information from meetings, 
therefore when assistance is to be given to the community it 
is done on a bias). 
 Need a playfield 
 Community needs more unity 
 Deforestation 
 Dust & noise pollution 
 Need house to house telephones 

Discussion Sheet 
1.  There is mainly seasonal employment for males and females 

within the community.  The duration of seasonal employment 
for males at Alpart and females at Moorlands camp usually 
lasts between three to six weeks.   

     There are seven other females working in the town of 
Mandeville in supermarkets, pastry shops and restaurants; 

others stay home as housewives.  One comment made by a 
gentleman is, “mi prefer the ladies under the shade.”     

2. The community consists of about 70 – 80 households and of 
that number 20, of the families pay rent. 

3. Approximately 20 persons work as flagsmen, tallyman and 
timekeepers at Alpart. 

4. Although Alpart gives water and employment to community 
persons, it is felt that they still need to do more, example by 
fixing the roads. 

5. Some persons get water from the parish tank or Alpart 
drums; others have tanks. 

6. The cricket and netball team need more help financially and 
physically. 

7. When asked about the crime rate the response was, “wi nuh 
kill people, wi more fi gi joke.’’ 

8. It was said the due to the removal of trees by Alpart the 
community is now faced with strong windy conditions. 

9. The community occupies an open piece of land that is owned 
by Alpart, it is been used as the recreational area with the 
hopes of having full ownership.  Top Berry Hill would like to 
have proper complex to facilitate all sporting activities. 

10.  Due to the bauxite mining by Alpart some community 
members of bottom Berry Hill were relocated to Sunset and 
Dalkeith in Knockpatrick and also Spur Tree.   

Visions 
1.    Community center to facilitate a computer lab. 
2. To have an improved cricket team for youths so that they 

become more involved at the competitive level. 
Resources 
• Berry Hill Church of God 
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• Berry Hill Seventh Day Adventist 
• Berry Hill Shiloh Apostolic Church 
• Shops 
• Alpart Mining Complex 

Bottom Berry Hill 
 Need better roads 
 Need telephones 
 Need more transportation 
 Need farming lands for farmers to farm on. 
 Need more employment opportunities 
 Need more street lights 
 Need a multipurpose court 

 
Participation Chart 
Age Range Male Female Total 
10-20    4 3 7
21-30    7 1 8
31-40    3 1 4
41-50    1 0 1
51 and over 4 5 9 
Total     29 l

 
Visions 
1. Improvement in living conditions of poor people within the 

community 
2. Poor families would like to have access or reclaim some of the 

lands Alpart mined, for farming and to build houses.   
3. Refurbishing of Community Centre Building. 

Resources 
Human Resources 
Carpenters 

Masons 
Farmers 
N.B.  The females do domestic work. 

Age Range 
It is estimated hat about 40% of persons living in the community 
are about 60 and over; whilst the remaining percentage are from 
0 to 30. 

Medicinal Bushes  
 Arthritis – pimento seed mixed with rum, mentol and ginger. 
 Cold – susumba, leaf-a-life, siege, and rosemary boiled and 

drunk as tea. 
 For other illnesses persons would go to the bush doctor or a 

certified physician. 

Development Plans 
Rebuild a Community Centre – a centre was built in the 60’s and 
the roof was destroyed in the 70’s.  At that time there was a 
JAMAL school operating in the centre, the school was closed 
when the roof came off.  

District: Meadsfield 
Background Information 
It is between 5- miles from Mandeville.  One area Bull Dead 
stretches to Perth Road in Mandeville.  The Meads family who 
were book-keepers owned lands.  They sold out their property, 
hence the area was called Meadsfield. The population of 
Meadsfield is 1500.  

Social Issues 
• Unemployment – no work is available to students and adults 

whether in the area or out of the area.  
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• Need for Farming Lands –Bauxite Company mined out the 
area so there is no access to lands for farming; hence there 
is no economic activity in the area.  

Changes within the Community  
The Community spirit was very good… now it is “gone…gone!!”   For 
example, if a household killed chickens they would be shared 
among the other community members or if a house was being 
built persons within the community would help and that was 
known as a  ’day sport’—i.e. no pay was expected. 

Visions 
Community Spirit be rejuvenated and Economic Projects be 
implemented that is sustainable for the area, joining with the 
wider community of Swaby’s Hope. e.g. butcher rearing project, 
market research. 
 
District: Swaby’s Hope Proper 
Issues 
 Bad roads 
 Lack of piped water (i.e. water has been passed for sixteen 

years yet the people in Swaby’s Hope are not benefiting) 
 Improvement of route transportation 
 Unemployment 
 Teenage pregnancy 

Community Resources 
1. Churches 
Shiloah Apostolic Church of Jamaica 
Swaby’s Hope New Testament Church of God 
Ebenezer United 

2. Schools 
Ebenezer Infant School 

Ebenezer All Age School 
Swaby’s Hope Basic School 

3. Community Attractions  
a.  Abbey Cave – found in Hopeton, Hatfield and could be a 

tourist attraction. 
b.  Guest houses 

(1)  Marlborough Great House (Tombs from slave days, and 
was a slave house). (2) Moorlands Camp 

4. Community Project 
Goat – The “Boer” goat is one of the projects given to the 
community through Alpart, R.A.D.A, & J.B.I.  The female 
offspring is given to a member of the community and this is 
known as a “revolving process”. 

5. Poles 
TVJ, RJR and CVM frequency antennas are in the community.  
There are also other high tension poles 

6. Reservoir  
 
District: Top Berry Hill 
Issues 
 Improper representation from the community (i.e. the 

elected person/s who attend meeting only think of 
themselves, and keep the information from meetings, 
therefore when assistance is to be given to the community it 
is done on a bias). 
 Needs a playfield 
 Community needs more unity 
 Deforestation 
 Dust & noise pollution 
 Need house to house telephones 
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Resources 
Berry Hill Church of God 
Berry Hill Seventh Day Adventist 
Berry Hill Shiloah Apostolic Church 
Shops 
Alpart Mining Complex 

District: Bottom Berry Hill 
Issues 
 Need better roads 
 Need telephones 
 Need more transportation 
 Need farming lands for farmers to farm on. 
 Need more employment opportunities 
 Need more street lights 
 Need a multipurpose court 

Resources 
Human Resources (N.B.  The females do domestic work) 
Carpenters 
Masons 
Farmers 

District: Meadsfield 
Issues 
 Needs unity among community members. 
 Needs access to farming lands (reason: Alpart mined lands).  
 Need for economic activity, e.g. farming 

COMMUNITY: SNOWDON 
District: Woodstock  
Issues 
 Need for farming lots 
 Unemployment among youths and adults 

 Lack of water especially running water 
 Need for holiday job for young people 
 Need for formal education 

District: Snowdon Proper 
Issues (*Issues needing immediate attention) 
 Road*           
 Employment* 
 Education* 
 Health centre* 
 Piped water 
 Telephone 
 Community centre 
 Farming 
 Housing 

District: Edinburgh 
Issues 
 Bad roads 
 Illegal dumping 
 Water 
 Telephone 
 Street light 
 No meeting place 
 The basic school needs electricity  
 Playfield needed 
 Unemployment among all age groups 
 Need for farming lands 

District: Blenheim Town 
Issues  
 Need running water 
 Need a community center 
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 More street lights 
 House phones 

District: Heathfield 
 Issues 
 Road 
 Community & Health Centre 
 Street lights 
 Unemployment 
 Piped water 
 Senior citizens 
 Community outreach 
 Crime 
 Substance abuse 
 Telephone 

N.B.  Heathfield issues are typed according to community’s 
priority listing. 
 
COMMUNITY: NEWPORT 
District: Wales 
Issues 
 Need telephones 
 Deforestation 
 Need playfield 
 Need piped water 
 Community suffers from migration of people in all age groups. 

Districts: Ryde and Newberry 
Issues 
 Bad Road 
 Lack of piped water supply  
 Need for a route taxi 
 Need for telephone service 

District: Newport Proper Resources 
 Newport Clinic – services offered are: Food Handlers Permit, 

Child health, Postnatal, Pap smear, Mental Health, Dressing, 
Emergency & Family Planning 
 Newport Computer Center 
 Newport Library 
 Elmo Pest Control Service 
 Newport Meat Shop 
 Newport Auto Supplies 
 Newport Police Station 
 IGL P&G Distributors 
 Miss Little Far Supplies 
 Newport Trading 
 P&C Mini Mart 
 Shammah Choice Café Restaurant & Catering Services 
 Tavern Height Pub  
 H&S Variety Shop 
 Church of the Open Bible Newport 
 Shields Island Hardware 
 Newport Vocational Training Center offers courses in: 

Furniture Manufacturing Electrical Installation, Food 
Preparation, Information Technology, Entrepreneurial 
Training, Welding, Secretarial Studies,  
 Newport Seventh Day Adventist 

District: Blenheim 
Issues 
 Need pipe water  
 Need for Employment 
 Need road repairs (off main) 
 Need assistance for disabled persons  
 Need playfield  
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 Need for Community meeting place. 
 High migration pattern, which results in a reduction of males 

in the community. 

District: Isles Town 
 Needs extension of electricity  
 Need Roads to be fixed 

 
COMMUNITY: ROSE HILL 
Districts: Rose Hill Proper, Glasgow, Rudd’s Corner, Wellington  
Social Issues (*Issues needing immediate attention) 
 Unemployment affecting all age groups. 
 Need for housing solutions 
 Need for cooperation and fairness in the distribution of 

community projects.*  
 Need for piped water (persons from community only get 

water from their individual tanks or from iron drum filled by 
Rapid Response Unit.* 
 Community centre needs fixing; mainly the roofing.* 
 Need for better roads and drainage cleaning from Wellington 

to Grants Green.* 
 Farmers in community need assistance 
 Additional streetlight 
 More house to house telephones 
 Upgrading of Postal Agency— 
 Improved postal services and a post office that opens 

everyday. 

Physical Resources 
1. Postal Agency 
2. Rose Hill All age 
3. Churches  
4. Farm store  

5. Shops/Bars 

Human Resources 
1. Plumbers 
2. Electricians 
3. Teachers 
4. Carpenters 
5. Postmistress 
6. Taxi operators 
7. Bar Tenders 
8. House wives 
9. Florist/Wedding Coordinator 
 
COMMUNITY: FRENCH PARK 
District: French Park (Proper) 
Issues  
 Lighting for road /school (M.P./Councilor school board) 
 Training Centre/how to access information from the National 

Youth Service, HEART etc. (youth forum SDC) 
 Farming- little support from government for farmers (Land, 

seeds, spray, fertilizers, plowing) RADA/JBI through MPCC 
 Bad road in front of school gate (JSIF) 
 Weeding of road 
 Comfort Street Football Club needs motivation (SDC) 

Human Resources 
1. 4 female teachers 
2. 2 deacons 
3. Sports persons—cricketers & netballers. 
4. Secretaries 
5. Clinic attendants 
6. Pump Attendant – 1 male  
7. Tailors/Dressmakers 
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8. Truck Drivers at Alpart 
9. Flagsman 
10.  3 shops (no bars) 

Physical Resources 
1. French Park New Testament Church of God 
2. Shiloah Apostalic (it was in French Park and has now been 

relocated to Comfort Street 
3. Ferguson All Age School 

District: Elliston  
Issues 
 Need additional help for community center 
 Community center half could be used for training  

 Street lights (M.P. / Councilor/JPS) 
 Playfield  (top soil & level off) - Alpart 
 Road (M.P. / Councilor/JSIF) 

District: Providence  
Issues 
 Bushing and repairs of road (M.P. / Councilor)  
 Community Center (identify property -first step 
 Basic School (was found by church-$600.00/term)- closure 
 Street Light (M.P. / Councilor/JPS) 
 Water 
 Playfield – Top soil level off by Alpart (needs clarification) 
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