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5.1 History of Settlement1 

The area that now constitutes the parish of Manchester remained 
largely uninhabited until relatively late.  The Taino mainly occupied 
coastal sites with surface water.  The Spanish also avoided the steep 
topography and the lack of surface water, although indirectly they had 
important influences on the parish (Box 5.1).   

After the British captured Jamaica from the Spaniards in 1655, they 
quickly distributed lands throughout the island to their settlers.  In 
Mile Gully, for example, allocation of land seems to have varied from 
less than I00 acres to over 3,000 acres per settler.  Examples are 
Endeavour with 60 acres and Grove Place with 3,128 acres.   
However, they found the land unsuited to their principal crop, sugar.  
Thus, the area appears to have remained essentially in its natural state 
until well into the 18th Century.  In the early 1700s, Rev. William 
Bridges, one of Jamaica's earliest historians described Manchester as "a 
mountainous district, an unfrequented wilderness.”  

When large-scale coffee production was introduced to Jamaica after 
the Haitian revolution, it was found that the plateau was well suited to 
coffee. Soon coffee farms, with their great houses (Box 5.2), 
transformed much of the countryside.  Coffee production was labor-
intensive and thus led to an increase in the population through the 
addition of slaves.  Coffee plantations included Marshall’s Pen, 
Brumalia, Waltham, Swaby’s Hope and Oldbury.  

The coffee growers found themselves isolated from the capitals of the 
surrounding parishes of Vere, Clarendon and St. Elizabeth (Figure 5-1).   
 
 

 
1 Drawn from the following sources: 
-  D, Buisseret, Historical Jamaica from the Air 
-  B. Higman, Jamaica Surveyed 
-  Hugh Nash, An Introduction to the Mile Gully Community, March 1997 
-  Joseph Lyn Kee Chow, A history of Manchester, prepared for the MPDC, 2003 
 

 
 

Figure 5-1  Central Jamaica before the establishment of the parish of Manchester 
(from map by J. Bew, 1738, private collection) 
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BOX 5.1   THE INFLUENCE OF SPANISH SETTLEMENT OF JAMAICA 
(From David Buisseret, Historic Jamaica from the Air) 

 
“There are few good maps of the island during the 16th C Spanish period.  The economic life of the island was centered on a series of ranches 
along its southern coastal fringe.  From 'Negrillo' in the west to 'Morante' in the east these hatos took up most of the flat land; they were linked 
by a trail which at many points ran along the beach.  There was also a north-south trail, roughly in the middle of the island, and there may have 
been an east-west trail along the north coast.  But as time went by the north coast became increasingly infested by French, English and Dutch 
pirates; consequently the hatos were not so numerous there. 

 
“The size of the population fluctuated greatly.  Many of the Tainos had died in a great epidemic in 1519, so that there were only 74 of them 
left in 1611.  At that time the total population was about 1500 people, including 523 'Spaniards,' a good many of whom had recently arrived 
from Puerto Rico, 173 children, 107 free Negroes, 588 slaves and 75 'foreigners.' The latter were probably Portuguese Jews, who had come to 
Jamaica after 1580, when the Crowns of Spain and Portugal were temporarily united, and had stayed on.  As we shall see, some of them may 
have survived even the English incursion of 1655.  Of course, this enumeration does not include either the buccaneers on the north side, or the 
Tainos and ex-slaves who were probably already established in the hills. 
 
“In the fields outside Villa de la Vega the inhabitants grew cassava, maize and Castillian vegetables; perhaps they stiII for some time used the 
Tainos 'conuco’ method of cultivation.  In various rivers, and particularly in the Rio Minho, the Spaniards panned for gold, and they found 
copper in the mountains.  Salt was to be had from the coastal salinas, where sea-water was evaporated.  All over the island, the cultivation of 
the Taino crops of tobacco and cotton continued, as did the production of the excellent Jamaican pimiento.   

 
“The great hatos, like the one at the mouth of the Rio Minho were primarily ranches, where cattle were raised for their hides and tallow; the 
abundance was such that the meat was usually wasted.  The main ranchhouses may have looked like sturdy dwellings.  Hogs soon multiplied 
and ran wild in the hills; goats were also introduced.  Taino Jamaica had had no large animals of this kind, and their introduction probably 
had damaging ecological effects; goats are notorious for their destruction of all vegetation, and the heavy animals, which also included 
horses, would have trampled broad trails, which would easily erode in the torrential rains. 

 
“Some other Spanish introductions were less harmful.  Citrus trees like the lemon and orange thrived in Jamaica, as did the indigenous cocoa.
Bananas were also introduced, and so was sugar-cane.  Much of the labor must have been performed by slaves, who had first been introduced
in 1513, but it is doubtful if their conditions of life were nearly as arduous as they would become under the full-blown plantation system.  In
some ways the coming of the Spaniards was retrogressive; as Watts puts it, the stable, prosperous, welcoming, agriculturally rich and culturally
sophisticated Arawak domains in the Greater Antilles had been destroyed completely to make way for a small and transient Spanish
population.” 
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BOX 5.2   THE EVOLUTION OF GREAT HOUSES 

Buisseret1 states: “We have very little idea of what the main houses on the Spanish
ranches looked like, though we may guess that they were low, with two stories at
most, and often built around a central courtyard, like many country houses in Latin
America to this day.   

“When the English came to build substantial dwelling-houses at Port Royal, in the later
seventeenth C, they seem to have found their models in London houses, though some
are said to have had Dutch gables, and so to have resembled the merchants' houses of
some Low Countries sea-port.   

“The earliest great houses built by the English in Jamaica were probably like their
counterparts in Barbados: sturdy tropical versions of English yeoman farmers'
dwellings.  As time went by, and the Jamaican planters began to get rich, more elegant
great houses came into fashion.  Often they incorporated elements of the classical
(Greek and Roman) architecture so much admired during Renaissance and afterwards;
indeed, this style crossed the Atlantic very successfully, and influenced the building of
many houses in North America as well. 

“Perhaps the finest example of such a Palladian architecture is the great house built
about 1795 at Marlborough, a few miles south of Mandeville (Figure 5-2a).  It was not
large - very few 'great' houses were - but it is a remarkably pure example of classical
domestic architecture.  The house consists of an elegant pillared balcony, surmounted
by a pediment, each side balanced by a single wing.  The other sides are equally
symmetrical, and the effect is singularly elegant and restrained; we normally expect to
find a house like this at the center of an estate on the mainland behind Venice.”   (D.
Buisseret, Historic Jamaica from the Air) 

A little later, great house architecture began to be adapted to practical considerations
such as climate protection, water storage and crop processing.  A fine example is
Marshall’s Pen, built by the Earl of Balcarres, Governor of Jamaica 1795 to 1801, as a
coffee plantation (Figure 5-2b).  Note the divided roof for wind protection, the
overhanging eaves and balcony, and the coffee-drying barbecue. 

Later still, roofs were extended to cover cooling verandas and to superimpose
elements of Victorian decorations, such as fretwork, on the essentially classical form.
Figure 5-2c shows an example of this transitional style.   

More work is needed to document the age, style, history and condition of great houses
throughout the parish.  Many of them are suffering severely from neglect.  However,
many have strong potential for community tourism accommodations and a continuing
increase in value, pending a renewal of interest and a concerted effort to promote
investment in adaptive reuse.   

Figure 5-2a  Marlborough  (Tyndale-Biscoe)

Figure 5-2b   Marshall’s Pen  (Ann Sutton)

Figure 5-2c  A Great House near Mile Gully 
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Figure 5-3  The Evolution of the Parishes of Jamaica 
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On November 29, 1814, the residents of Mile Gully, May Day and 
Carpenters Mountain petitioned the Assembly for establishment of a 
new parish with a town capital that would provide for their religious, 
civic and judicial needs. They pointed out that the nearest parochial 
and public buildings were 40 miles away and there was no church.   

The parish of Manchester came into being on December 13, 1814, 
formed from parts of St. Elizabeth, Clarendon and Vere (Figure 5-3).  
It was named in honor of the Governor, the Duke of Manchester.   

The parish capital, Mandeville, established in 1816 was named for 
the Governor’s son, Viscount Mandeville.  By July 4,1816 the Vestry, 
comprising two elected churchwardens, ten elected vestrymen, the 
custos, rector and magistrates, was established.  This body, the 
municipal authority, had the functions of administering justice in 
petty matters and taking care of the Parish Church.  On August 27, 
the Vestry agreed on construction of a courthouse, a parsonage, a 
gaol or workhouse and a church and by 1817 secured 110 acres 
from Robert Crawford Esquire for the laying out of the town. 

The town became both one of the four hill stations for the Army in 
Jamaica and a haven for English settlers who found it the closest 
place to home in Jamaica.  In its early years Manchester's population 
was never as large as her neighboring "parent parishes" primarily 
because, due to the hilly terrain, sugar was not grown here.  
However, the main route through the island from Kingston to Negril 
Point ran through South Manchester, and the general area was very 
popular because of its gentle year-round climate, and relatively 
pristine beauty. 

Coffee growing was widespread and was practiced in a different 
pattern from that of the Blue Mountains.  The more level land 
allowed planters to lay out their land and orchards in geometrical 
patterns, according to the recommendations of a Santo Domingo 
expert, Laborie.2  Figure 5-4, is an example, showing an estate later 
subdivided for Mandeville’s expansion. 

“The coffee boom was short-lived due to the abolition of slavery.  
Economic conditions led many landowners to sell small plots of 
                                                           

land.  Settlements such as Maidstone and Victoria Town grew up on 
these plots “Many plantations [such as Devon near Christiana] 
reverted to pen keeping.  For many years, Manchester remained in 
the backwaters in terms of economic development, although there 
was some activity in citrus and bananas, mainly in the north.”3 

Figure 5-4  Waltham Coffee Plantation 

                                                           
2 Higman, Jamaica Surveyed 3 J. Lyn Kee Chow, Op. cit. 
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Pimento was also an important export crop produced by pens in the 
area, especially between 1820 and 1859.  During this period 
monocultural pimento plantations were common on estates such as 
Mount Edgecombe, Hilton Hill and Rural Retreat.  More often, 
however, pimento was scattered through pastures of Guinea and 
common grass, rather than regarded as a separate crop.4 

In addition to cattle 
ranching and coffee 
growing, the settlers 
made use of the 
limestone.  As many 
surviving 18th and 19th 
Century structures 
show, limestone made 
excellent building 
stone.  It was also 
needed for lime-kilns 
(Figure 5-5) in which 
cement for building and 
lime for dressing fields 
was produced.   

 

 

5.2   Land Settlements and Development Patterns  

In contrast to the sugar producing areas, the plantation system was 
never instituted in the future parish.  Some large tracts of land 
belonged to English absentee owners.  Much of this land fell, by 
default, to Overseers and their heirs.  After the abolition of slavery in 
Jamaica in 1838, it was also not uncommon for some property to be 
deeded to faithful labourers, who became small farmers.  Indeed, 
after emancipation, many newly freed slaves moved into the parish 
seeking to become independent land settlers and to grow coffee and 
other crops.   

 

                                                          

4 B.W. Higman, Op. cit. 

 “Following the end of slavery, … a network of some thirty villages 
emerged to form the Mile Gully community.  Dispersed over the hills 
and valleys of Mile Gully, the villages were formed out of the 
original British-owned properties.  In some instances, the whole 
property emerged over time as a village while in others the village 
grew up on the fringes of the property.”  (Hugh Nash5) 

Maidstone is one of the best-planned "free villages" to be developed 
in Jamaica after emancipation in 1838.  It was developed in 1840 by 
the Moravian Church, which bought the property, sub-divided it and 
made the lots available to ex-slaves.  A survey plan of the original 
sub-division was recently acquired and restored by the Jamaican 
Archives.  The plan has the names of the original allottees. 

5.2.1 Land Ownership/Tenure 

“Over the next 100 years, Mile Gully’s settlement pattern included a 
few large properties and hundreds of small settlers holdings.  This 
ownership pattern changed in the decade of the 1940s after the 
discovery of bauxite in Jamaica.6 

“The multinational bauxite/alumina corporations bought all the large 
properties (Weir, Martins Hill, Grove Place, Greenvale, Richmond 
Hill)7.  They also purchased at least half of the land owned by the 
small settlers, who remained as tenants of the corporations.  The 
Government of Jamaica bought back the lands in 1978, leasing them 
back to the corporations under a special agreement for mining.  The 
corporations use the large properties for agriculture prior to the 
scheduled time for mining.  In the meanwhile, the tenancy system 
continues.”  The implications for development of the selling out by 
small farmers and settlers are discussed in Chapters 6 and 7. 

Figure 5-5  Eighteenth Century engraving 
showing a limestone furnace (Buisseret) 

There is considerable confusion today regarding land ownership. The 
Christiana Area Land Authority (CALA) allocated lands for farming in 
the northern section of the parish.  CALA was taken over by the 
Government of Jamaica and those land settlements are now managed 
by the National Lands Agency. 

 
5 Hugh Nash, A History of Mile Gully, and personal communication 
6  Hugh Nash, Op. cit. 
7 All are Windalco properties, except for Richmond Hill, owned by Kaiser.   
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5.2.2 Urban Development  

Mandeville was a prim and rather static place until the advent of the 
bauxite industry in the 1950s brought boomtown, conditions. On 
November 1, 1960 Manchester was elevated to mayoral status.  As a 
market centre for farmers, a dormitory town for two large alumina 
companies, the parish administrative and legal center and the first 
choice of returning retired Jamaicans, the town has enjoyed a 
relatively stable economic base.   

Until recently, Mandeville offered a combination of rural quiet with 
the convenience of a mini-city.  Today, while it remains a magnet for 
many, congestion and high land prices are driving residents further 
from the center.  The implications – sprawl and the need to revitalize 
rural centers in the parish, call for rethinking the functions of the 
capital. 

5.3 Cultural Heritage Resources 

5.3.1 Cultural Heritage  

The cultural heritage of Manchester, and bordering areas of the south 
coast is diverse.  Heritage sites are plentiful, including middens (pre-
historic refuse rubbish tips, ritual caves and petroglyphs, residential 
property of many types, from the 17th Century onwards: great houses, 
vernacular houses, chattel houses and barracks; churches of varied 
denominations; cemeteries; agro-industrial complexes (coffee and 
pimento), pens, and kilns; military sites and fortifications; and marine 
engineering and archaeological sites.   

Manchester’s culture is predominantly Afro-Jamaican but also 
strongly influenced in its architecture and folkways by the English 
and other groups.   

5.3.2 Heritage Sites 

Activities undertaken as part of the Cultural Heritage studies for the 
South Coast Sustainable Development Study (SCSDS) allowed 
creation of an updated version of the Jamaica National Heritage Trust 
(JNHT) National Inventory of Archaeological Sites.  This was then 
used as the basis for identification of the opportunities and 
constraints provided by the cultural heritage of the study area.  A 

summary of the types of sites entered on the inventory and other sites 
identified in Manchester8 follows. 

Taino Sites.  The Tainos were the pre-Columbian inhabitants of 
Jamaica from AD 650 to the 17th Century. Their villages were usually 
located along coastal bays, protected by reefs, or along rivers, banks 
and low-lying hills. The SCSDS research revealed eighty-four Taino 
sites in the study area, of which thirteen are in Manchester’s 
Alligator Pond and Canoe Valley-Duff House clusters (Table 5.2).  
Others exist along the St. Elizabeth and Clarendon coasts.   

“The Taino heritage within the study area is under serious threat of 
obliteration.  It is therefore necessary for all sites to be surveyed and 
researched archaeologically as a matter of urgency, particularly 
those under immediate danger of destruction.  Every effort should 
be made to save as many sites as possible.  These are a vital 
component of Jamaica's national heritage [and have] potential for 
future heritage tourism development on the south coast.”9 

The midden sites in and around the Alligator Pond dunes were 
apparently the site of a large settlement. The Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) on a proposed Operation PRIDE site recommends 
that an archaeologist be consulted before any relocation so that the 
middens can be excavated. “These sites could also form part of the 
tourist attractions of the area, if preserved and interpreted.”10 

Spanish Sites.  To date no Spanish structures have been identified in 
Manchester.  However, archival research has pointed to specific 
areas where these settlements may have been located in the South 
Coast Study Area.  Archaeological investigations are required to 
determine whether or not these sites still exist. 

Early English Sites.  There are few extant structural remains of 17th 
Century (Early English) sites in the South Coast study area or in the 
rest of Manchester, as far as is known.  Important archaeological 
features from this period are likely to exist below ground.  If 

 
8 There is great concern in Manchester that cultural heritage and especially material 

resources are disappearing rapidly and require stronger protecttve legislation. 
9 Halcrow, South Coast Sustainable Development Study 
10 TEMN, Alligator Pond Housing Project EIA, 1996 
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properly researched, these will deepen our understanding of these 
early years of British occupation. 

Eighteenth Century Sites.  Manchester has a number of 18th Century 
structures.  Notable structures include Marlborough Great House 
(Figure 5-2), the Mandeville Courthouse (Box 5-4), the Mandeville 
Parish Church 
(Figure 5-6), and  
Weir Church, 
Green Vale (see 
Mile Gully DA 
Profile).   

An unknown 
number, such as 
the Spice Grove 
great house (Box 
5.5 and Figure 5-
11), has been demolished.  Many of the remaining 18th Century 
structures are in a state of neglect.  Most of these sites require urgent 
archaeological investigation to recover important information on the 
socioeconomic and cultural transformations that took place in this 
section of the island during this period.  For example Many 
Anglican churches face an uncertain future, given associations and 
changing allegiances.  However, they are a part of history and can 
perhaps be adapted to new uses.  Weir Church is the most extreme 
case of an important structure that has been neglected and 
vandalized.   

Nineteenth Century Sites.  More than one hundred and sixty 19th 
Century sites were identified in the South Coast study area.  These 
include many churches and religious meeting-houses; and numerous 
vernacular houses, shops, churches, warehouses and larger 
residences.   

Manchester has many great houses, great house ruins and other 

appearance in many cases, although there is little emphasis on the 
stabilization of the interiors of these historic structures.   

Newport is an example of an intact village dating from the early 19th 
Century and is deserving of designation as a historic settlement.  

Moravian Influence.  Manchester’s development was strongly 
influenced by Moravian missionaries in the 19th Century.  The 
missionaries were opposed to slavery, helped found free villages 
(including Maidstone) after Emancipation, set up training schools (see 
Box 5.3) and even introduced the cultivation of the Irish potato .  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOX 5.3  The Moravian Heritage 
During the slave rebellion of 1831–32, a Moravian Missionary, the Rev. 
H. G. Pfeiffer, was arrested by soldiers at his station 25 miles away and 
rushed to Mandeville.  The jail was full, so he was taken to the Church 
and locked in the organ loft, to await court martial for inciting Negroes to 
violence.  There seems to have been every intention of hanging him.  A 
man who said he cared nothing for Pfeiffer's religion but a great deal for 
justice, volunteered to collect character witnesses and he brought them on 
horseback to court just in time to save the missionary.   

(Recounted in 'Jamaica - the story of an Island' by W. Adolphe Roberts (New York, 
Goward - McCann,1955) 

The Moravian Female Training School at Bethabara (Newport) was 
organized in 1860  to train teachers for the Infant and Mixed Schools. 
Candidates were admitted on the basis of a competitive examination.  The 
term of study was three years.  Opportunity was afforded to practice what 
had been learned in the classroom by giving instruction to the children in 
the Infant School.  Students had to do their own housekeeping, including 
their own washing.  The cost of running the institution was defrayed by 
the Moravian Mission Board.  
 

Figure 5-6  Mandeville Parish Church 

Attention needs to be given to large number of Moravian churches 
throughout the parish.  The extent of the Moravian legacy is such that 
a Moravian Trail could be devised to showcase these structures and 
this aspect of Manchester’s history. 

 

residential sites, a Jewish cemetery at Rowes Corner and many 19th 
Century churches.  Whilst there are many ruined properties, a 
significant number of the 19th Century sites are in use and appear to 
be in fairly good condition.  Attention has been paid to external 
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Twentieth Century Sites.  One hundred and eighteen 20th Century 
heritage sites were identified in the study area.  The largest 
percentage were in St. Elizabeth (Black River) and only a small 
number were found in Manchester. 

Marine Heritage.  Through archival research and interviews with 
stakeholders, the SCSDS team identified a number of ports, small 
bays, rivers, wharves and reefs that are potential sites of shipwrecks 
and other marine activities.  In Manchester, these include Alligator 
Pond and Canoe Valley.  A marine survey is proposed in these areas 
to ascertain their true marine archaeological status. 

The threat of development is particularly acute in archaeologically 
sensitive areas, including Canoe Valley and Alligator Pond.  Detailed 
archaeological investigations are urgently required in these cases. 

5.3.3 Designated Heritage Resources 

The Jamaica National Heritage Trust (JNHT) is the designated agency 
responsible for the identification, research and preservation of the 
nation's material cultural heritage. The JNHT has declared the 
following protected monuments in Manchester.  They already have 
great implications for heritage tourism. 
1. Roxborough Castle Plantation (01/10/92).  This is 1811 estate was 

the birthplace of the Rt. Excellent Norman Washington Manley, 
National Hero. Its use was  small-scale farming and cattle rearing. 

2. Mandeville Court House (5/03/01).  Built in 1820 in the town 
center, this is an impressive cut limestone building of classical 
design with a horseshoe staircase and raised portico supported by 
Doric columns.  

3. Marshall’s Pen Great House and bird sanctuary (30/05/00).  This 
18th century building is located in the midst of a former coffee 
plantation. It also boasts a magnificent garden and is an ideal 
nature retreat. It is said to have more than 100 species of birds, 
including a significant number of the 27 endemic species 
identified in Jamaica.  See Box 5.2. 

4. Marlborough Great House (08/04/99).  See Box 5.2. 
5. Four buildings on the site of the Northern Caribbean University 

campus were also designated protected sites on the 29/03/01. 

The JNHT Act has created a legal framework for heritage 
preservation in Jamaica.  Whilst this framework could usefully be 
enhanced, the main weakness lies in the provision of adequate 
human and financial resources for its implementation.  

Other sites recognized as having significant historical, recreational 
and/or ecological significance include: 
 Kirkvine Works: Alcan Jamaica was the first and largest of the 

multinational bauxite companies. The processing factory was 
completed in1957 and was at one time the largest in Jamaica.  

 The Mandeville Rectory:  this is the oldest building in the town, 
completed in 1820.  

 Martin’s Hill Orchid Sanctuary.  This is an area northeast of 
Mandeville established by Alcan Bauxite Company as a showcase 
of orchids, especially Jamaican endemic orchids.   

Tables 5.1 and 5.2 and Figures 5-7 through 5-10 show the database 
of sites identified by the SCSDS Cultural Heritage team.  The MPDC 
intends to build on this to create a database for the entire parish.  
Please add known or possible sites and their condition below: 
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….…………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
.……………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
.……………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Table 5.1  Pre-Historic / Amerindian Sites, ca. 650-1500 AD, and Natural Sites 

 

SITE DISTRICT DA DATE NATURE  TYPE CATEGORY SUB-CATEGORY CULTURE THREAT 
Alligator Hole Canoe Valley 9 Unknown Nature reserve Natural Recreational Sanctuary/ River None The Elements/man 
Alligator Pond Alligator Pond 9 650-1500 AD Midden Pre-historic Midden Taino - Midden Amerindian  
Canoe Valley Canoe Valley  650-1500 AD Caves Pre-historic Petroglyphs Taino - Petroglyphs Amerindian  
Canoe Valley 
Petroglyphs Canoe Valley  650-1500 AD Petroglyphs Pre-historic     Petroglyphs Taino - Petroglyphs Amerindian
Carpenters Mt. Cave Lewisfield area  650-1500 AD Cave Pre-historic Cave Cave - Zemis Amerindian  
Cuckold Point Cuckold Point  650-1500 AD   Midden Site Pre-historic Midden Taino - Midden Amerindian  
Cuckold Point Cave Cockold Point    650-1500 AD Petroglyphic Pre-historic Petroglyphs Taino - Petroglyphs Amerindian  
Gibb's Run Gibb's River  650-1500 AD  Village Pre-historic Midden Taino - Midden Amerindian  
Gibb's Run (S.E.) Gibb's Run  650-1500 AD Village Pre-historic  Midden Taino - Midden Amerindian  
God's Well God's Well  Unknown Sinkhole    Natural Natural Sinkhole None 
Gut River Gut River  Unknown River Natural    Recreational River/ Beach None
Gut River Gut River  650-1500 AD Petroglyphs Pre-historic Petroglyphs Taino - Petroglyphs Amerindian  
Image Cave Plowden Hill  650-1500 AD Burial Cave Pre-historic Burial Taino - Burial Cave Amerindian  
Little Bay Cave Little Bay Cave  650-1500 AD Burial Cave Pre-historic  Burial Taino - Burial Cave Amerindian  
Rowes Corner Rowes Corner  650-1500 AD Burial, Midden   Pre-historic Midden Taino - Midden Amerindian  
Wards Bay Wards Bay  650-1500 AD Midden Pre-historic Midden Taino - Midden Amerindian  
Canoe Valley Canoe Valley  Unknown Natural area Natural Natural    
Taino Settlement Porus  c. 650-1500  Village Site Pre-historic  Settlement Taino Village Site Amerindian  
Oxford Caves Oxford  Unkown Caves Pre-historic ? ?  Man 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
.…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Table 5.2  Historic and Cultural Sites  
 
SITE DISTRICT DA DATE NATURE  CATEGORY SUB-CATEGORY CULT. THREAT 
Alligator Pond Alligator Pond  c. 20th C Fishing Village Settlement Fishing Village J  
Great House Duff House Rowes Corner  c. 19th C House - ruins Residential House A-J Neglect, weathering 
Grove Town Basic School Grove Town  c. 19th C School Pub. Building School A-J  
Grove Town United Church Grove Town  c. 19th C     Church Religious Church A-J Weathering
House at Restore Plowden   c. 19th C House   Residential House A-J Neglect, weathering
Jewish Cemetery Rowes Corner  c. 19th C Cemetery     Religious Cemetery J-J Neglect, weathering
Minnihola Alligator Pond  c. 20th C Shipwreck Maritime Shipwreck ?  
Mt. Forest Mt. Forest  c. 19th C Great House ruins Residential Ruins A-J  
New Broughton United  New Broughton  c. 19th C Church Religious    Church A-J Weathering.
Rocky Point Old Fort Alligator Pond  c. 18th C Fort Armed Forces Fort A-J Weathering, neglect  
Plowden Hill Plowden Hill  c. 20th C Water catchment Agro Industrial Farming J  
New Forest Grt. House ruin New Forest  c. 19th C Great House ruins Residential Grt. House ruins A-J Man, weathering 
Shop - Pusey Hill Pusey Hill  c. 19th C Shops, kitchen ruin Comml/Res Shops  / Kitchen   A-J Neglect, weathering
St. Luke's Anglican Church Smithfield  c. 19th C Church Religious   Anglican Church A-J Weathering. 
Vernacular House Rowes Corner  c. 20th C House Residential House A-J Weathering, neglect  
Vernacular House Broughton  c. 19th C House  Residential House A-J Weathering. 
Vernacular House Pusey Hill  c. 19th C House Residential House A-J Weathering. 
Wigton House Wigton  c. 19th C House  Residential House A-J  
Maidstone Mille Gully  c. 19th C Free Village Residential Settlement J  
Medina Mile Gully  c. 19tth C Settlement Residential    Settlement J
Town of Newport Newport  c. 19th C Town Comml./Res.    Settlement A-J Needs restoration
Cross Keys Cross Keys  c. 19th C Town Comml./Res. Settlement A-J Needs restoration 
Cross Keys Cross Keys  c. 19th C Courthouse   Pub. Building Courthouse A-J  
Mandeville Courthouse Mandeville  c. 18th C      Courthouse Pub. Building Courthouse A-J
Mandeville Gaeol Mandeville  c. 18th C Gaol Pub. Building Gaol A-J  
Mandeville Rectory Mandeville  c. 18th C Rectory Residential Gaol A-J  
Mandeville Parish Church Mandeville  c. 18th C Parish Church Religious Church A-J  
Mandeville Hotel Mandeville  c. 19th C  Hotel (barracks site) Comml./ Mil.   Hotel A-J Structures rebuilt
Bloomfield Great House Mandeville  c. 19th C  Great House Residential Great House A-J  
Mt. Nelson Great House Mandeville  c. 19th C  Great House Residential Great House A-J  
Williamsfield Great House Mandeville  c. 18th C  Great House Residential Great House A-J  
Williamsfield Railway Stn. Williamsfield  c. 19th C Railway Station Pub. Building Railway Station A-J  
Spice Grove Fairfeld  c. 18th C Obelisk Religious Obelisk A-J  Structures destroyed
Marshall's Pen Grt. House Mike Town  c. 18th C Great House Residential Great House A-J  
Marshall's Pen Estate Mike Town  c. 18th C Barbecues Agro Industrial Great House A-J  
Grove Place Great House Grove Place  c. 19th C Great House Residential Great House A-J  
Grove Place Estate Grove Place  c. 19th C Agricultural Estate Agro Industrial    Agric. Research A-J
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Weir Church Green Vale  c. 18th C Church Religious Church A J  
Mile Gully Railway Station Mile Gully  c. 18th C Railway Station Pub. Building Railway Station A J  
Great House Green Vale  c. 19th C Great House Residential Great House A-J  
Great House Lyndhurst  c. 19th C Great House Residential Great House A-J  
Mizpah Moravian Church Walderston  c. 19th C Moravian Church Religious Moravian Church E-J  
Fairfield Moravian Church Fairfield  c. 19th C Moravian Church Religious Moravian Church E-J  
Bethabara Moravian Church Newport  c. 19th C Moravian Church Religious Moravian Church E-J  
Porus Railway Station Porus  c. 19th C Railway Station Pub. Building Railway Station A-J  
Community Center (1938) Porus  c. 20th C Community Center Pub. Building Commy. Center A-J Neglect  
Porus Main Street Porus  c. 19th C Vernacular bldgs. Comml. /Res. Vernac. bldngs. A-J  
Christiana Moravian Church Christiana  c. 19th C Moravian Church Religious Moravian Church E-J  
Craighead Moravian Church Craighead  c. 19th C Moravian Church Religious Moravian Church E-J  
Windalco Plant Shooters Hill  c. 20th C Alumina Plant Industrial Alumina Plant A-J  
Orchid Sanctuary Martin's Hill  c. 20th C Orchid Sanctuary Recreational Attraction A-J  
Oldbury Plantation Oldbury  c. 18th C Great House (site?)  Residential Great House site A-J  
Oldbury Plantation Oldbury  c. 19th C Barbecues Agro Industrial Coffee works A-J Site only? 
Devon Great House Devon  c. 18th C Great House Residential Great House site A-J  
Swaby's Hope Great House Swaby's Hope  c. 18th C Great House Residential Great House A-J Site? 
Marshall's Pen Mike Town  c. 18th C Bird Sanctuary Recreational Attraction A-J  
Plynlimon Great House Plynlimon  c. 18th C Great House Residential Great House A-J  
Brockenhurst Great House Brockenhurst  c. 18th C      Brockenhurst Residential Great House A-J
Albion Great House Albion  c. 18th C Great House Ruins Residential Grt. House Ruins A-J  
Knockpatrick Great House Knockpatrick  c. 18th C Great House Residential Great House A-J  
Derry Great House Derry  c. 18th C Great House Residential Great House A-J  
Mile Gully Police Station Mile Gully  c. 19th C Police Station Pub. Building Police Station A-J  
Wesley Mount Methodist Wesley Mount  c. 19th C Methodist Church Religious Methodist Ch.   A-J
Marlborough Great House Blenheim  c. 18th C Great House Residential Great House A-J  
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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BOX 5.4    THE HISTORY OF CENTRAL MANDEVILLE AND ITS STRUCTURES 

The following is taken from a lecture given in Mandeville in 1946.11   “In 1816, in compliance with a petition to the House of Assembly from the residents of May Day,
Mile Gully and the Carpenter's Mountains alleging that they were too far from the administrative and ecclesiastical centers.  Act 55 George III.c.23, passed in 1814 to
come into effect in 1815, was eventually implemented.  By this Act the hill country comprising the eastern parts of St. Elizabeth and the western portions of the parishes of
Vere and Clarendon was constituted a separate parish.  Mandeville was selected from the start as the most suitable place for the capital, thanks to the foresight of the Free
Holders, Magistrates, and Vestrymen of that time.  The name Manchester was chosen in honour of the Duke of Manchester, then Governor of the island; and the town of
Mandeville in honour of his eldest son and heir, Lord Mandeville. 

“On July 4, 1816, the first meeting was held to elect by poll two Church wardens and ten Vestrymen for the current year.  These with the Custos, Rector and Magistrates
comprised the Vestry, which was the Municipal Authority as the Parochial Board is today, combining with that function the care of the Parish Church and the
administration of justice in petty matters.  This was in keeping with the system of that day when the Church was the rallying point for administrative as well as
ecclesiastical matters. 

There was a surplus of 60 acres after the public buildings were erected, and this was sold to several people who also erected other buildings on these lots.” 

12

formerly generously patronized by tourists before a preference for the seacoast developed. 

torey Clubhouse, four hard

“On August 27, 1816 it was decided to erect public buildings, those being: a Court House, a Parsonage, a Gaol or Workhouse, and a Church.  The work was … to be done
on contract, with tenders to be invited.  The contract to survey and lay down the south-eastern and western parish boundaries was awarded to Surveyors Pottinger &
Green, the north-eastern boundary having been fixed at a straight line.  They failed on the contract and the Vestry ordered proceedings to be instituted against them.  In
March 1817 the contract was again awarded to Mr. John Gautier at a slightly higher price.  The Vestry now wished to secure land for the erection of public buildings and
offers were received from Joseph Russell of a free gift of 50 acres from his Gray's Hill property, and the necessary timber from Daniel Virtue of Berwick property. The
Vestry rejected the recommendation of its committee that these offers be accepted and instead purchased from Robert Crawford 110 acres at ten (10) Pounds per acre from
his Caledonia property. 

“The contracts to erect the public buildings were awarded and executed.  Various extras have been added from time to time to these buildings.  The Court House and the
Church were erected on their present sites.  The Rectory was built on the site of the 'Grove House', and the Workhouse buildings are now used as the Police Station.

The Church was started in 1816 and completed in 1820 (although the chancel and timber clerestory were added and the tower raised in the late 19th Century.1   The
consecration in 1820  … was the occasion for a great banquet, which some of the justices refused to attend, leaving the Parish Vestry with a deficiency of more than £86.  

The Rectory was built at Grove but the first Rector, the Rev. George Wilson Bridges refused to live in it.1  The frame house with a portico is the oldest residence in
Mandeville.  Mr. Bridges objected to the lack of privacy and asked permission to rent it out as a tavern.  He received the rent, and was allowed to retain £240 out of the
£300 charged.   In 1825 Mr. Alexander Moore, a member of the Vestry, was strongly against Mr. Bridges being allowed to receive the rent, and against the rental for the
purpose of tavern - keeping.  Mr. Moore's protest was annually recorded against the grant of a Tavern license for the premises, apparently after Mr. Bridges had left
Manchester to become Rector of the Parish of St. Ann.  The Rev. Mr. Bridges is famous for his work 'The Annals of Jamaica' published in 1827.1   

The Courthouse: Completed about 1820, the Courthouse has a portico resting on Doric columns and a horseshoe staircase.   

Mandeville Hotel was originally a barracks.  The hotel, dating from 1875, was rebuilt in 1971.  It is the only survivor of a number of hotels operating in Mandeville,

Manchester Club   This Members Club was formed in 1868 and is known as the oldest golf club in the Caribbean.  It now consists of a two s
se with a length of 2000 yards.   Guests staying at hotels in Mandeville are allowed to use the facilities.   tennis courts, a Par-35, 9-hole golf cour

______________________________ 
1.   Manchester - A step back in history,  an address by J.P. Grant, Clerk of the Parochial Board, to the Manchester Free Library, June 1946, summarized in Glimpses VoL 1 No. 2 - Dec 1999.  
2.   Notes on the Parish of Mandeville, West India Reference Library, 17/1/1958, and P. Wright and P.F. Wright, Exploring Jamaica, 1969. 
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BOX 5.5   FAIRFIELD AND SPICE GROVE HISTORY 
 
Most of the place names in the area are taken from the plantation(s).  Common
family names, including Robinson and Clarke were taken from those of plantation
owners.  The descendents of a Mulatto slave master, Robinson Peart, the owner of
much of the land around Fairfield, still live and own land in the area.  
 
Residents of Spice Grove believe the area offers potential for heritage tourism.  The
Plantation was split up into many areas.  Its name is believed to have changed over
time from “Spies Grove.”  At the entrance to the Plantation, there was a lookout,
followed at the Big Gate by a trap and, further on by a point at which a soldier was
stationed.  Anyone without a permit could be punished or killed.  Cases were tried
at a place called Marshall (sic) Law.  
 
Above S ice Grove in Old Mountain, the slaves did farming.  The area is now
used for attle rearing.  Slave houses (“Negga House”) still exist uphill in Seaton.
From thi point one can walk into the neighboring districts of Huntley, Medina and
Mayfield
 
People a quired lands by means of barter in the past, using food provisions or
meat, or ery small money payment.  Residents have great pride in their properties
because f the family and heritage value of the connection with slavery days and
because e lands have value for future development.  
 
Spaniard Hole Cave:  “(About 2km from Lincoln to Fairfield road by a rocky track.
A well-d corated entrance at the foot of a cliff leads to three passages, which end
in small hambers, one with a lighthole some 15m above.  A muddy floor, with
good for ations, now much vandalized.” Fincham) 
 
Other im ortant sites identified by the community include: Big Spring and other
springs, airfield Moravian Church, Irish Peart home, and the Spice Grove
Monume
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Figure 5-11   Part of the Spice Grove Community’s Map,
showing the surviving 18th Century obelisk and sites of 
structures which have wholly or partly been lost. 
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  BOX 5.6  MAIDSTONE HISTORY AND CULTURE 

Maidstone is one of the best-planned "free villages" to be developed in Jamaica after emancipation in 1838.  It was developed in 1840 by the Moravian Church,
which bought the property, sub-divided it and made the lots available to ex-slaves.  A survey plan of the original sub-division was recently acquired and restored by
the Jamaican Archives.  The plan has the names of the original allottees.  An 1888 monument built of stone and white lime still stands 

The Mayfield district, between Maidstone and Medina, got its name from Fitzy Joe’s great grandfather, who was a slave driver.  He took the name from one of the
areas he worked – Mayfield, England.  Lady Strachan, a relative of King George, was also a major landowner.  Another slavemaster, Johnson Ora, owned lands,
including Mayfield, Medina, Bogue, Airy Field.  Most historical sites are located above the square of Mayfield.  Sites include: an old slave hospital, old houses,
burial ground and farms. 

Old tracks and roads can be found in the area; the Medina – Mayfield trail, the old road to Dawson’s Spring, St. Elizabeth, and the old slave road in Mayfield. 

History.  Slavery was evident as slave masters and slaves were settled in Mayfield 
1940s:   Lanterns were used for lighting; crops were tobacco, cabbage, sweet potato and yam; horse and buggy was the only form of transportation 
1950s: Candles and flashlights were used for lighting; Mules became another form of transportation 
 A mining company tested the soil for bauxite 
 Persons had to walk 3-4 miles from Mayfield to Mrs. Dawson’s spring in St. Elizabeth with donkeys to catch water until a community tank was built 
 Lime and dirt were used to make houses; Mayfield built its own lime skill (kiln) using stones from the surrounding hills 
1960s Flashlights were used for lighting until electricity came. 
 At Easter, people used to dance round the maypole and have picnics using drums and fife for music 
1990s Use of cars for transportation 
2000 Use of lime to make houses no longer popular – use marl and cement. 

(Recorded by residents of Maidstone) 

meters north of Mandeville, the capital of the
Christiana in the mid- 19th century. It was the

and Wales. After the Morant Bay rebellion, a
termarriage. The whites, Blacks, Indians and
s as a model for good race relations.  

ent, built Christiana. The town was at an early
Reverend Walder, a Swiss Moravian Minister.
boom. The Panama disease and the transport
, which was itself replaced by the production

rs were mostly European and the local elite.
lle in Christiana. Later, Villa Bella Hotel and

any of Canada accelerated the growth of the
duced in the 1940s. The area is served by an

e 21st century with great hope.  
BOX 5.7    A HISTORY OF CHRISTIANA  
 small country town located in the mountains of Manchester. It is about 3000 feet in altitude and 22 kilo
chester.  Straun Castle, a Scottish name, was the original name of the town. However, it was changed to 
ife of an Allen, a Scottish settler. 

uropean settlers were predominantly from Scotland. However, they also came from England, Ireland, 
nglish soldiers was established at Christiana. Later, some Chinese and Indians came. There was some in
along so well that in the late fifties of the 20th century, the Christiana area was cited by the United Nation

se and rapidly grew from and around the Christiana market. A people, conservative, intelligent, and dilig
ted to the island railroad system by a road built to the railway station at Kendal. This road was built by 
 mainly agricultural, engaged in mixed farming. Later the area saw prosperity in the day of the banana 

orld War II saw a great decline in the banana industry. Ginger cultivation succeeded banana production
toes.  

 picturesque and had a salubrious climate. As a consequence it was a health and tourist area. The visito
r, Sir Sidney Olivier, spent many holidays at the "Lodgins," a guesthouse owned by Eleanor Sommervi
ere built.  The latter had tennis courts and hosted a weekly tennis tournament. 

n the fringe of the bauxite mining industry. The production of refined alumina by the Aluminum Comp
mproved considerably the growth and economy of the town.  The roads were paved and electricity intro
ork of feeder roads and is easily accessible to Kingston and Montego Bay. Christiana looks forward to th
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5.4 Cultural Practices 

The SCSDS heritage team identified the following crafts, traditional 
foods and folkways as illustrations of the interaction of the Jamaican 
people with their heritage, environment and social contacts: calabash 
carving and basket making, shrimping, bammy-making and Jonkunnu, 
Mento and Hosay.   

The MPDC interventions described in Chapter 1 produced a much 
more complete picture of a culture that is both rich and pragmatic –
putting modest resources to new uses with great creativity and flair.   

The following sections provide a composite of the findings, described 
more fully in the individual Development Area Profiles.  
Unfortunately, many of the crafts and practices have been 
discontinued or are in danger of dying out.  Recalling them is an 
important route back to self-reliance and sustainable economic 
development, since many products have potential commercial value 
on the domestic and/or export market.  

5.4.1 Music, Entertainment, Celebrations and Games   

Christiana:  In Devon (Christiana DA), up to the early 1990s boys and 
girls played games such as karate, marbles, bush war with play guns, 
cricket with bats made from coconut bow and ball made from melted 
plastic bags.  Girls skipped and played dandy shandy.   

Newport:  Residents of Woodstock recalled the following means of 
entertainment: 
 Quadrille and Mento 
 Soft music for big people 
 Usually sports day for children.  People would dance with each 

other even if they were strangers. 
 Sundays were recreation days.  
 Picnics 

Cross Keys:  In the 1970s, picnics were the popular celebration at Air 
Pen in Plowden.  It would cost you one penny or threepence to enter 
the grounds.  Games were cricket and football.  Balls were made from 
leather or sometimes Alcan and Port Kaiser gave a ball to the players. 

Porus:  In the 1940s string music, violin, guitar, and rhumba box, and 
fife and drum were the main forms of entertainment. Music was 
Quadrille, Mento, and Fus fuga.   They also had regular picnics -- at 
Easter, August, and December.  For picnics adults would pay sixpence 
to enter the picnic grounds while children would pay threepence.  
Picnics were held three times a year.  

Children used to play hide and seek, moonshine and ring games in the 
dark.   

Traditional stories came from storytellers in Porus; people like Mrs. 
Mary Bailey, Laura Walters, Ms. Rinky Ellington, Catherine Thomas, 
Ms. Doll Charles Smikle, Frankie Kelsie and Eleazor Powell. 

Games included: 
1. Marbles – “for those who can afford them”.   
2. Cashew and nickel (a substitute for marbles) – place cashew in 

ring, then fire nickel to get cashew  
3. Hop Scotch – for girls 
4. Chevychase /”Stuck an Release”  
5. Crapy / Run Dung an’ Ketch 
6. Cricket 

Asia:  Lancaster residents recall the following: 
 1900s --  Jonkunu dancing and story telling were popular activities 

in holiday celebrations.    
 1930s --  Street dances were held in the community with string 

instruments such as banjo etc.   
 1940s -- Bird shooting and marble games were done for 

entertainment along with kite flying and gig spinning. 

Residents of Sweetland and Mt. Oliphant recall that in the 1940s, 
picnics were held on holidays and music (known as orchestral music) 
was played with string instruments made from string and bamboo.   

In the 1960s, according to people in Sweetland, during the Christmas 
season children picked up “rat cut” coffee to sell and used the money 
as picnic money.  Picnics were held at Asia—Mr. Samuels had a 
“SYSTEM” (i.e. a box and a turn table) everyone danced to the music 
of John Holt, Derrick Morgan and others.  Dance moves were: Ska and 
soft dance (i.e. waltz).  Drums were made from goatskin. 
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Mandeville:  In Georges Valley (Mandeville) residents recall that in the 
1960s entertainment included reading books and magazines, skipping 
(double rope), and telling duppy stories. 

Alligator Pond:  The Goshen community had an annual Christmas 
parade and junkunu.  Prospect and Montpelier residents recall “a lot of 
nice dances with music from Prince Busta, etc.” in the 1960s.   

Mile Gully:  In Maidstone at Easter, people used to dance round the 
maypole and have picnics using drums and fife for music. 

5.4.2 Food and Drink 

Residents of Woodstock in the Newport DA noted that the food eaten 
in earlier decades (e.g., the 1970s) was much healthier and nutritious.  
The reason lay in the use of organic fertilizers, such as compost11 
made from peeling skins or fowl manure, which made foods grow 
better naturally.  

In another district, residents also spoke of the production of more 
nutritious “strong food” before the latter part of the last century 
because they did not use chemical fertilizers. 

 Bush Cabbage, aka Greengage, Calalloo, Stumpy Yam, Puss face 
yam, Jucutou (a green vegetable), English cane, Leftman cocoa (red 
in colour), Cassava, Okra, Broad beans. 
 Okra and broad beans cooked with hog head or cow head would 

make a thick soup – “even a fork stand up in it.” 
 Mongoose Bread was very popular. 
 Sweets:  Mints, ginger balls, busta – “stagga back”, paradise plum, 

sugar head or “pull teet.” 
 Drinks:  “licka” on Sundays: Long beer, Mackeson stout, Cockstout, 

Appleton sugar mills, Charleys, Brandy, Special amber; Wick mix – 
busnic with white rum or cockstout.   

Spice Grove people still use Indian Corn in Pepper Pot soup. 

In Prospect (Alligator Pond), traditional foods are yam, cassava, sweet 
potato, salt pork and salt beef.  Gungo peas made a Christmas dish. 

 
11 Method for natural mulch and compost fertilizer:  use green bush as mulch; b.  dig hole 

and put in peelings and/or or animal dung; c. use stick to stir peeling skin; cover hole 

In Porus corn stew (green corn and boiled corn) was the most popular 
meal. Corn was also used to make porridge, made by grating green 
corn, drying it, and soaking it in boiling water.  The soaked corn could 
also be used to make dumpling, pudding and tire leaf (dukunoo).  
Recipe for tire leaf: flour would be used with the corn to tighten it, 
then sugar would be added to sweeten.  The mixture would be put in 
a banana leaf and boiled.     

Meat Storage -- Corn Pork: 
- Put salt in bag and beat 
- Mix salt with pimento grain or leaf, add pepper and salt peter. 
- Slice pork and stuff mixture inside 
- Then store in keg made from wood (barrel) and seal 
Meat was also stored in kreng kreng and hung over fire   

5.4.3 Crafts 

Beds:  In Newport and Cross Keys, mattresses were made with sugar 
bags (blue seam) or bags specially made from calico, which were 
stuffed with “Bed grass” or “White grass.”  In Asia, mattresses were 
made by fluffing out flour bags and stuffing them with ‘white grass’ or 
‘coconut hux’ (grass for poor people and Kya (coir) for rich people).  
However, the mattresses had to be changed as often as possible 
because they became damp.   Bed frames were made from damsel 
wood.  Panel beds later became popular.  Fishermen were the first to 
buy them.     

In Alligator Pond, flour bags were used to make mattresses and frames 
were made from mahogany. In December, mattresses were emptied 
and refilled with semore grass, which grows tall and blossoms after the 
October rains. Alligator Pond residents say they are not sure whether 
mattresses are better today as they still have back pain.  In Cross Keys, 
bedgrass mattresses would be placed on a bed frame made from 
“pieces of stick levelled down with a machete.”  A bed could hold up 
to nine persons and “was more comfortable dan any posture pedic 
mattress.”     

Clothes:  In Newport and Asia people remember making clothes in 
the 1950s from flour bags, usually carrying the trademark C.O.W.  
The fabric was prepared by boiling the bag until white and used for 
skirts, pants, shirts, underwear, pillowcases and nappies.   
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“Tafita” dresses were made from “crimplin” material with starch wire 
in the hem to give off flair when twirling. 
Shoes:  Asia residents recall that in the 1950s there were two shoe 
styles: “God blend” or “G.B.”, a genuine leather shoe, and the puss 
boot – “Bouga.”   
Residents of Victoria Town and Cross Keys recall that in 1920 the 
poor wore shoes called “shampata,” handmade from truck tyres.  
Other shoes were made of board and cloth. 
In Porus people made a light called a “kitchen bitch:” to make one 
required a milk tin, a cover with a hole bored in it and flannel or 
“mariner” to make a wick.  Kerosene was poured into the container 
and the wick was lit.  A tinsmith would usually make the handle. 

5.4.4 Folklore 

In Porus, people remember the traditional stories told by storytellers 
like Mrs. Mary Bailey, Laura Walters, Ms. Rinky Ellington, Catherine 
Thomas, Ms. Doll Charles Smikle, Frankie Kelsie and Eleazor Powell.  
However, folklore was not often discussed in the interventions.   

An example of some of the nearly forgotten folklore comes from 
Clarke’s Town (Porus DA), where people recall that until the 1950s, 
children with asthma were taken to a cedar tree.  A chop was made 
on the tree to mark the child’s height.  “While the tree grows the 
asthma goes too.”  Perhaps the updating of the Profile could include 
more recollections of traditional 
practices, sayings and beliefs.   

5.4.5 Medicinal Uses of Herbs 

All community members 
participating in preparing this 
profile were asked to list the 
medicinal herbs in common local 
use today or in the past and to 
describe how they were or are still 
used.  Table 5.3 gives a summary 
of community input. 

 

5.4.5 Further Input 

Please use the space below to add further recollections of the cultural 
history of your part of Manchester, as well as ideas for any crafts or 
practices you would like to see revived. 
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in Spice Grove, Mandeville DA 
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Table 5.3  Reported Uses of Medicinal Plants in Manchester  

Mandeville: 
Ellen Street: -- Some persons still use herbs to cure ailments, e.g.:  

 Jack in the Bush, John Charles, Leaf of Life, Susumber bush, and the fine 
red water grass – used for colds 

 Rosemary bush -- for the eyes.  Rosemary is boiled and left to cool and 
settle and then used to wash the eyes 

 Ripe breadfruit leaf is boiled for high blood pressure  
 Leaf of life, orange leaf mint, soursop leaf  -- all used for tea 
 Soursop leaf along with soursop fruit is good for nerves  

George’s Valley: 
 Semi-contract 
 Wild Basil – for colds 
 Fresh Cut – for colds and cuts 
 Black Mint – for the stomach 
 Chicken Weed – for purifying blood and pregnancy 
 Castor Oil 
 Spirit weed 
 Search My Heart 
 Dandelion – for weak bladder 
 Thistle – sinus 
 Cowfoot leaf – cold and headache 
 Orilla – for colds 

NB  for colds and to reduce fever: chicken foot or chicken soup cooked with 
cho-cho, carrot and other vegetables.  No heavy foods such as yams.  

Spice Grove: 
 Macca (Dead and Wake) for pains -- beaten (mashed) and applied with 

a bandage (as a poultice) 
 Devil Horsewhip --- for pains, prepared as above 
 Nical -- for kidney ailments a patch, beaten and brewed like coffee 
 Dandelion -- for kidney ailments 
 Search Mi Heart  --  for heart problems (be careful not to make too 

strong) 
 Red Head -- for cold 
 Marigold -- for cold (boil with 3 and 5 other bushes (Red Head, Donkey 

Wiss, Leaf of Life, others)   
 Spring Mint (only found in Spice Grove) 

Spice Grove experts say that each bush has its specific use and dosage for 
specific ailments.  Bushes are mixed in odd numbers, 3, 5, 7 or 9 (since in 
even numbers, it is believed that mixtures could be poisonous) 

Newport: 
Residents of Berry Hill District identified the following remedies:  
 Arthritis – pimento seed mixed with rum, menthol and ginger. 
 Cold – susumber leaves, leaf-of-life, sage, and rosemary boiled as tea. 

Asia: 
 Verveine—for fits 
 Tuna—for stopping excess blood loss during pregnancies 
 Whitewater Grass—for treating syphilis and gonorrhea 
 Infirmation (Inflammation) Weed—for clearing blocked tubes, this bush 

was boiled and put to cool then drunk like water. (Also used for 
menstrual cramp 

 In Far Enough, important herbs are marigold, Juba, Quick Stick, 
Pangola and Cerassee 

Christiana: 
 Fevergrass used for fever 
 Sarsparilla for tonic 

Alligator Pond: 
 Basseda and sweetsop leaf – for chigga, that would otherwise 

sometimes cause people to lose their toes and feet if they did not have 
the money to visit the doctor.   

 Mint tea, rosemary, black join -- for flu and belly pain 
Porus: 
 Jack in di bush, marigold and cerassee used for cold and bellyache 
 Bellyache—boil ginger, cerassee, jack in the bush, pepper Elliott, 

thistle and leaf-a-life.    
 Birth difficulties—boil thyme and drink or wet cornmeal spread it on 

bed then lie on it.    
Cross Keys: 
 When any one is sick they used to bush remedies; leaf of life for cold; 

method:  pick a few leaves and boil then drink as a tea or just chew on 
the leaf or wrap in a piece of cloth beat and squeeze, add a little salt to 
the juice and then drink it 

 Rosemary bush is used for fever; method: boil and use the water to 
bathe the person with fever 

 Black joint bush is used for pain in the joint; method: boil and use to 
sap the area of pain 
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	Meat Storage -- Corn Pork:
	In Alligator Pond, flour bags were used to make mattresses and frames were made from mahogany. In December, mattresses were emptied and refilled with semore grass, which grows tall and blossoms after the October rains. Alligator Pond residents say they a
	
	
	
	Residents of Berry Hill District identified the following remedies:





